WELCOME 26t July 2026 — 9 Pentecost '26 A
Joshua 1:1-9

Welcome! It's great we're together again! As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website...

As we move into this week...Friday, 22" November 1963 Lyndon Johnson woke up
as Vice-President of the United States. By 3 o'clock that afternoon he had been
sworn in as the 36 POTUS because John F. Kennedy had been killed by Lee
Harvey Oswald. He didn’t go to bed the night /4 dreaming of being POTUS. It was a
role forced upon him by circumstance. This was not just any new job. This was an
extraordinary assignment requiring a completely different way of living & leading.

After the death of Moses the Lord’s servant, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’
assistant. He said, “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come for you to lead
these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land | am giving them...”

Whether Joshua wanted the job or not, it was his. A nation on the cusp of a
completely new identity stood behind him waiting...A collection of freed slaves &
wanderers waited to become warriors, home builders, landholders, shepherds, city
dwellers...But they were still what they had always been: @ nation called to be
faithful to Yahweh; devoted to the Covenant they received on their Exodus journey.

Becoming the people God calls us to be is always a process of learning to be His in
the varied & shifting circumstances of life. But God is always faithful to his promises.
When we fail, God is always ready to reclaim & restore. God is always the architect
of our days no matter the challenges & changes “/in them. At every step the most
frequent promise in the Bible is the one that continues to today: “l will be with you.”

Remember:

Live your identity in Christ with courage & strength;
because God Is with you.

Let’s pray then as we do just that...

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Proverbs 8:17, 35
17 | love those who love me, & those who seek me find me.
35 For those who find me find life & receive favor from the Lord.

Heavenly Father, in every new day your love for us & your intention to
cause us to flourish remain the same. Let the abundance of your wisdom fill
us, the power of your Spirit control us & the gift of life with you forever be
our hope. Remind us now & always that you are with us & the authority of
your presence & your Word planted in us equip us to proclaim your saving
grace & mercy to all we meet. We pray in Jesus’ name... Amen.

Let’s Sing then hear God’s word...

FAITH CHAT:
1. When have you found yourself on the verge of something new & you weren't sure
you wanted to do it or didn’t know how to do it?

2. How do you remind yourself that the promise of verse 9 (the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go) is also true for you?



9 PENTECOST ’26 A LEARNING TO BE DIFFERENT: A DIFFERENT IDENTITY

What seems forever ago...I was sitting in a lawyer’s office trying to decipher a letter
I'd received from a denomination to which | used to belong. The lawyer read it a few
times to himself, read it aloud so we could both hear it...then he said...“Well...best |
can gather, is they mean to sack you. But you wouldn’t know it from what they
wrote.” | was so happy to be paying for such incredible legal wisdom. But he was
right...from all the words...it was hard to get any sensible clear meaning. But the
real issue for me was...Now what?

God however is rarely so unclear...‘Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has
come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land | am
giving them...” 400 yrs of slavery & 40 yrs of wandering in the wilderness...Now
Moses is dead...Now what? Like Lyndon Johnson on Air Force One reciting the
Oath of Office as POTUS, Joshua is given a clear picture of what must come next.
It's time to get ready to cross the Jordan River & lead God’s people as they begin to
take hold of the promised land & become the nation God intends for them, a light to
all the other nations of the world...blessed to be a blessing.

It was God’s Word to Abraham: I will give the entire land of Canaan, where you now live
as a foreigner, to you & your descendants. It will be their possession forever, & I will be their
God.”- Gen 17:8 In the journey out from slavery in Egypt as they receive the
Covenant, Moses repeats what God has promised: “Wherever you set foot, that land
will be yours. Your frontiers will stretch from the wilderness in the south to Lebanon in the
north, and from the Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west.” -
Deut 11:24 Now what? weLL...

Whether Joshua wanted the job or not, it was his. It is essential to NB God does not
ask for Joshua’s opinion or his input about the circumstances changing & unfolding
all around him. God didn’t ask “Joshua, what do you like doing? What are you good at?
What do you think we should do now that Moses is dead?” All Joshua got was an
assignment; “the time has come for you to lead these people, the Israglites, across the
Jordan River into the land | am giving them...” God didn’t take into account how Joshua
felt about his capacities, abilities, or desires...And let's not forget, Joshua’s about 80
years old at this moment. Becoming the people God calls us to be is always a
process of learning to be His in the varied & shifting circumstances of life. God’s
command across the ages to all who trust in him is simply, “Be what | make of you
as | go with you.” Our identity is anchored solely in who God makes us to be...his.

In this moment Israel must address the single compelling reality: They are no longer
slaves. They're a people becoming a nation. They're no longer wanderers. They're
about to become warriors. What they wiLt Be...landholders, home builders, shepherds,

shopkeepers...& so on is yet to be seen. But they have to deal ¥/ reality... Their future
lies ahead of them where God holds all the answers. | remember being in a Dist
Convention...2008/09...I was sharing some insights based on what we were doing
at that time & | observed that many congregations I'd encountered in my time in

Australia were completely prepared for the 1950’s should they ever return...when the
next boatload of Lutherans arrived from Germany those congregations were ready to

receive them. There was an audible gasp in the room & even the bishop gave me the
side-eye. But God is clear...the future is not going to be like the past. What waits on
the other side of the Jordan is nothing like the wilderness & nothing like slavery. The
sacrifices will be greater. Costs higher. Challenges larger. But their future lies ahead
of them where God holds all the answers. Our/their identity is anchored solely in
who God makes us to be...his.

Every church leaders’ conference for the last 5 years has had a session on the
defining characteristics of this part of the 21st century: Volatility, uncertainty,
complexity, & ambiguity. Sounds like the other side of the Jordan. An immense land
w/ enormous armies defending it & Joshua is to lead God’s people into taking
possession of that which God has promised. Standing still is not an option & to
refuse to cross again would be to signal their own annihilation. They have to deal ¥/
reality... Their future lies ahead of them where God holds all the answers. That
reality is also true in this room. Standing still is not an option. What has always been
can't always be. Our circumstances & the conditions of our city & our families &
friends do not permit a retreat to a holding pattern waiting for the next big thing or for
someone else to take charge...The sacrifices will be greater. Costs higher.
Challenges larger. But OUR future lies ahead of us where God holds all the answers.

And for Joshua the call persists: “Be strong & courageous, for you are the one who will
lead these people to possess all the land | swore to their ancestors | would give them...”
You are the one...I don’t know how often we have to see it in the Bible /4 it sinks
into our hearts...God doesn’t work %/ a Plan B. There is only “you”. About that:
“...you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, so
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.” - 1 Pet 2:9...and...For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. - Eph 2:10 | don’t know
how often we have to see it in the Bible /4 it sinks into our hearts...The call persists.
God doesn’t work ¥/ a Plan B. There is only “you”. Remember 83% of our community
isn’t in a relationship ¥/ Jesus through his church & aren't likely to just wander
through the door...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout



Judea, in Samaria, & to the ends of the earth. — Acts 1:8 'm sure that means Estella & Nth
Wagga & Gobba & Lake Albert & Glenfield Park & Ashmont...

Be strong & very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do
not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in
everything you do. Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day & night so
you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper & succeed in all
you do. In certain ways...there was no doubt among God’s people that day. They
knew, Wyt question, who their leader was. They knew exactly where they were
supposed to go. They knew the results God promised. What was always in doubt...
Whether they would do what God told them to do...whether they would obey.
Church leader & business leadership expert John Maxwell says most people are
informed way beyond their level of obedience...absolutely true. NB...the emphasis
in these commands is not knowledge, but obedience...not more information but
transformation...guided directed obedient behaviour in line ¥/ what God has said he
desires for his people.

But also pay attention here...certainly Joshua is the leader...but he fails miserably if he
isn’t being led. If Joshua disregards the Covenant, if he stops being shaped by God’s
Word, if he starts to make his own path...live by his own truth...decide for himself
how the nation is to proceed...they’re headed for ruin. The flourishing God intends
for his people only comes when his people follow well, if they do all God leads them
to do. Joshua is successful in his commission to lead God’s people into the land
God has promised them onLy as well as his life is in line W/ & conformed to God’s
Word. To succeed & prosper in his call from God is solely dependent on his
alignment ¥/ & responsiveness to God.

The reality...our future lies ahead of us where God holds all the answers.

The call that persists...You are the one...to declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light...engage the people you know in the
name of Jesus for the purpose of salvation in Jesus...a relationship %/ Jesus.

But more importantly...for Joshua & for us...The promise stands: No one will be able
to stand against you as long as you live. For | will be with you as | was with Moses. | will not
fail you or abandon you.... This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” The most
frequent promise...the most repeated assurance...the continual pledge of the Bible:
“I will be with you”. God, not Joshua’s military strategy or strength, will provide the
victory in the land over the Canaanites, Hittites, Perrizites, Jebusites & so forth, but more
crucially God will dwell among his people...as Moses declared, “For your presence
among us sets your people & me apart from all other people on the earth.” - Ex 33:16

That should sound somewhat familiar...Jesus came & told his disciples, “All authority in
heaven & on earth has been given to me. Therefore, as you go making disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father & the Son & the Holy Spirit, & teaching
these new disciples to obey all the commands | have given you;, be sure of this: | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.” - Mt 28:18-20 It's not clever marketing or
dazzling programming but the presence & authority of Jesus at work among us that
sets us apart...builds courage...grows strength...develops wisdom...unleashes
compassion...invites others to experience who truly calls us his own for all eternity.

The reality...oUR future lies ahead of us where God holds all the answers.

The call that persists...You are the one/I'm the one...to declare the praises of him who
called us out of darkness into his wonderful light...engage the people you we in the
name of Jesus for the purpose of salvation in Jesus...a relationship %/ Jesus.

Our identity as the people God calls Us to be is always a process of learning to be
His in the varied & shifting circumstances of life. But God is always faithful to his
promises. When we fail, God is always ready to reclaim & restore. God is always the
architect of our days no matter the challenges & changes /i, them. At every step
the most frequent promise in the Bible is the one that continues to today: “/ will be
with you.”

Remember:
Live your identity in Christ with courage & strength;
because God Is with you.
As you leave today, be specific & share "/ your neighbour...
TAKE IT HOME

Joshua ensured his life was shaped by God’s Word, meditating on it “day & night.”
How are you building that habit into your life?

With whom can you share that this week?
How will you live what you’ve learned?

Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



