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COME TOJESUS

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION VIDEO — REJOICE THE LORD 1S KING (Emu Music)
WELCOME & PRAYER:

GROWINHIS GRACE
OPENING SONG: Vioeo— How GREAT (PSALM 145) (Sovereign Grace)

BIBLE READING: Jonah 4:1-11
1 This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, & he became very angry. 2So he complained
to the Lord about it: “Didn’t | say before I left home that you would do this, Lord? That is
why | ran away to Tarshish! | knew that you are a merciful & compassionate God, slow to
anger & filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people. 8 Just
kill me now, Lord! I'd rather be dead than alive if what | predicted will not happen.” 4 The
Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?”

5Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city & made a shelter to sit under as he
waited to see what would happen to the city. 8 And the Lord God arranged for a leafy plant
to grow there, & soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the
sun. This eased his discomfort, & Jonah was very grateful for the plant.

"But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the
stem of the plant so that it withered away. &As the sun grew hot, God arranged for a
scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head until he grew faint
& wished to die. “Death is certainly better than living like this!” he exclaimed. ® Then God
said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” “Yes,” Jonah
retorted, “even angry enough to die!”

10Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it
there. It came quickly & died quickly. " But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living
in spiritual darkness, they cannot discern good from evil, not to mention all the animals.
Shouldn't | feel sorry for such a great city?”

CHILDREN’S TIME:

SONG: VIDEO — GRACE UNMEASURED (Sovereign Grace)



FAITH CHAT:

1. Have you ever been angry or annoyed at someone for doing the right thing? What

happened?

2. What do you do when God’s will turns out to be different from yours?
THE MESSAGE: THE SIGN: CARRYING THE CROSS
OFFERING SONG:  Vibeo— HE KNows My NAME (Maranatha Singers)
PRAYERS:

THE COMMUNION:
Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:

Group Bible Study/Discussion:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory

are yours now and forever. Amen.
Worship during Communion:  He WiLL BE (CityAlight)

GOINFIs Fower
THE BLESSING:
(Name), T child of God,
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
SONG: Vibeo — EVERY STEP (CityAlight)

SHOW IS [.OVE
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Continue praying through the week:
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.
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10.
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Read Jonah 4:1-11. What questions immediately come to mind as you read? What do
you find most challenging/encouraging?

Given what we've discussed about the Ninevites (Assyrians), what the Bible tells us
about the size of the city, the message they hear from Jonah, & what you know about
God, what has Jonah so distraught? Why did he want so badly to see the Ninevites
destroyed? How might you have reacted if you were in Jonah’s place? Why?

Do you think Jonah lacked understanding about the universal all-encompassing nature
of God’s grace & mercy, or was he just seriously anti-Nineveh?

Do you think Jonah was serious in verse 3 when he asked God to take his life away?
Has there ever been a time when you became angry with God because He didn’t
respond in the way that you wanted?

How does God respond to Jonah's intense anger & his request to die? What does this
show about God's patience, both with Nineveh & with Jonah? What do you make of
God’s response in verse 4? What do you make of Jonah's silent withdrawal to look over
the city?

How does God use the plant, the worm, & the scorching wind to get through to Jonah?
How did Jonah react to the loss of the plant compared to his reaction to the salvation of
the city? What do you make of that difference?

Jonah had an "us vs. them" mentality. Who are the "Ninevites" in your world whom you
might secretly hope face judgment rather than experience God's grace? Why?

Why did God first provide the comfort of the plant, only to take it away the next day?
What was the point? What temporary comforts, trivial things, or personal agendas
might rate higher in your ‘| care about this” list than the spiritual welfare of others?

How does the abrupt ending of the book, with God’s lingering question in verse 11,
challenge your own view of sharing your faith with others & God's love for all people? In
what area of your life are you tempted to “know better than God” like Jonah does here?
Read Matthew 12:38-41. What does Jesus mean when he says, “The men of Nineveh
will stand up at the judgement & condemn the people living in this generation...”?

What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a
result of engaging with this text?

Remember:

The cross of Christ reveals God'’s heart for all people;
as we carry it, God’s Word transforms us & others.



