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10% Sunday in Pentecost — 2" August 2026
COME TOJESUS

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION Vipeo — HE WiLL BE (CityAlight)
SONG: Lord of All Hopefulness (LHS 870)
WELCOME & PRAYER OF THE DAY:

GROWIN IS GRACE
SONG: As the Deer (AT 206)
BIBLE READING: Joshua 3:1-17

' Early the next morning Joshua & all the Israelites left Acacia Grove & arrived at the
banks of the Jordan River, where they camped before crossing. 2 Three days later the
Israelite officers went through the camp, 2 giving these instructions to the people: “When
you see the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, move
out from your positions & follow them. 4 Since you have never travelled this way before,
they will guide you. Stay about a kilometre behind them, keeping a clear distance between
you & the Ark. Make sure you don’'t come any closer.”  Then Joshua told the people,
“Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do great wonders among you.”

6In the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the Ark of the Covenant & lead the
people across the river.” So they started out & went ahead of the people. 7 The Lord told
Joshua, “Today | will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites.
They will know that | am with you, just as | was with Moses. &Give this command to the
priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the banks of the Jordan
River, take a few steps into the river & stop there.”

9S0 Joshua told the Israelites, “Come & listen to what the Lord your God says. ° Today
you will know that the living God is among you. He will surely drive out the Canaanites,
Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, & Jebusites ahead of you. "' Look, the
Ark of the Covenant, which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you across the
Jordan River! 12Now choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.
13The priests will carry the Ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their feet
touch the water, the flow of water will be cut off upstream, & the river will stand up like a
wall.”

14So the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, & the priests who were carrying the
Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. 15 It was the harvest season, & the Jordan was
overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark
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touched the water at the river's edge, '®the water above that point began backing up a
great distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. The water below that
point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. Then all the people crossed
over near the town of Jericho. ' Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of the
Lord’s Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of the riverbed as the people passed
by. They waited there until the whole nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan on dry
ground.

CHILDREN’S TIME:
FAITH CHAT:

1. What's it like trying to follow someone to some place you have never been before?
2. What is something you have to learn by experience, not by a “book” or seeing it done?
LEARNING TO BE DIFFERENT: OBEYING WITH A DIFFERENT FAITH

May the Lord Bless & Keep You (AT 685)

Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Worship during Communion:
VipEo — GREAT ARE YOU LORD (All Sons and Daughters)

GOINHIs FoweERr

THE BLESSING:

(Name), 1 child of God,
God himself goes before you,
walks alongside you, and dwells within you!
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
SONG:

To God be the Glory (LHS 793)

SHOW IS [ OVE

Group Bible Study/Discussion:

1.

2.

Read Joshua 3:1-17. What questions immediately come to mind? What do you find
most challenging/encouraging? Why?

Imagine you are in the Israelite camp the night before you cross the Jordan River. Of
what might you be afraid?

Why is the Jordan River such a significant physical & spiritual challenge? What similar
“rivers” have you had to cross in your life?

Read Joshua’s command in Josh 3:5. What do you think the people did to obey his
instruction? What would a modern day equivalent of that command include?
According to v. 7, on the very day they are to go across the Jordan, God instructs
Joshua about how they are to go. What do these last-minute directions teach you about
the relationship between trusting in God & acting in faith?

Think of a time you faced an "overflowing Jordan" or an impossible obstacle. How did
you react, & what does stepping into the water teach you about taking action before
seeing the concrete final solution?

Why is obedience an essential aspect of faith?

Do you think the priests carrying the Ark into the flooded Jordan had to exercise more
faith than the rest of the Israelites following them? What responsibilities must spiritual
leaders undertake for the people they're charged with leading?

When you have been in unfamiliar territory in your life, what did you need most? What
do you need most in your life right now?

10. What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a

result of engaging with these texts?

Remember:

The God in whom we have faith is the same yesterday, today, & forever,
but he call us to trust him differently
in the changing circumstances of our lives.
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