
WELCOME 2nd August 2026 – 10 Pentecost ’26 A 
Joshua 3:1-17 

Welcome! It’s great we’re together again! As always...you have in your hands our weekly 
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life, 
& equip you to share that w/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website…   

As we move into this week...If you were to stroll down Bayliss St & simply watch the 
people around you. Many...maybe most of them would be looking at their phones. 
Others would be looking at their feet...the ground right in front of them. Others still... 
would be looking as if they were afraid, anxious, had forgotten something, were late, 
or just received bad news. But what if I held the mirror up to you...as you walk down 

the street...  What would we see in you/me? 

Many of us naturally spend our time looking at what's right in front of us: our 
phones, (we’re distracted) our feet (we keep our distance) or our fears — our worries, 

our problems, the next decision we have to make...(we give off a sense of distress).   

But as we follow Joshua & God’s people into the land God promised them, God 
invites us to lift our eyes. “When you see the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the 

Covenant of the Lord your God, move out from your positions & follow them. Since you 
have never travelled this way before, they will guide you.”  

Becoming the people God calls US to be is always a process of learning to be His in 
the varied & shifting circumstances of life. But God is always faithful to his promises. 
When we fail, God is always ready to reclaim & restore. We do not walk into the 
unknown or any day alone. God is always the architect of our days no matter the 
challenges & changes w/in them. We claim the same promise of God as our 
ancestors: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt so you would 

no longer be their slaves. I broke the yoke of slavery from your neck so you can walk with 
your heads held high.” – Lev 26:13 as Paul says: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, & do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. – Gal 5:1 
We don’t look down...we don’t look away...we look ahead where God promises to 
be, promises to guide & promises to provide. 

Remember:  

The God in whom we have faith is the same yesterday, today, & forever, 
but he call us to trust him differently 

in the changing circumstances of our lives. 

Let’s pray then as we do just that… 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Psalm 20:7 
17 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

    but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. 

Heavenly Father, you call us to faith not because the path is clear, but 
because you are the one leading us. You set for your people a path that 
knows only your presence, only your protection & only your provision. Faith 
in you Lord is not learning to live with uncertainty as if blind, but to live 
seeing only you. We trust not as the world, in that which we see or of that 
which we fear, but as those who follow having never been this way before.  
Give us the courage to move when you say move, to act when retreat 
seems more natural, and to believe that you are the same God today that 
you have always been. We ask this in Jesus' name, Amen.  

 

Let’s Sing then hear God’s word... 
 

 

FAITH CHAT:   

1. What’s it like trying to follow someone to some place you have never 
been before? 

2. What is something you have to learn by experience, not by a “book” or 
seeing it done? 

 
  



10 PENTECOST ’26 A LEARNING TO BE DIFFERENT: A DIFFERENT FAITH 

Late US church leader John Wimber…founder of the Vineyard movement a vibrant 

Pentecostal network of churches across the US/world… became a follower of Jesus out 
of a rock music background. His early church experience was like many new Xns... 
He’d go to a church & hear sermons & Bible studies about Jesus & the apostles & 
the saints of the OT & the miracles & mighty works they’d done & start asking others 
around him, “That sounds awesome! When do WE get to do that?” The answer was 
almost always the same, “Oh no, we don’t DO any of that, we just talk about it.” 

You see why he founded his own churches...? 

Much like the Israelites we just heard…at some point you actually have to DO & not 

just talk. At the edge of the Jordan River it is time for God’s people to DO to live into 
God’s promise of the land God was going to claim for them. 

NB…40 yrs earlier they were at this very spot…gazing across the Jordan into the 
land God promised was theirs by his provision. But 10 out of 12 spies who saw the 
land’s goodness also saw the land’s challenges…walled fortified cities, massive armies 

& huge/gigantic soldiers. None of that had changed. The 7 nations dwelling in Canaan 
were likely stronger now than they were then. Not only the military challenge 
loomed, but It was the harvest season, & the Jordan was overflowing its banks.  

One obstacle after another…I bet you know what that feels like…where one thing 
after another goes pear-shaped…that place where life is just difficult. It is a struggle 
to just get up each morning & make it through the day. I was talking to one of my 
friends in the café…She’d had a serious knee injury, her son (13) needed 
emergency surgery, & her daughter had been ill & wasn’t getting well. One thing 
after another. It’s that season where you feel small, vulnerable, confused…you pray 
a bunch of “God what the heck is going on!” prayers. AND…they can see their 
destination…BUT…what else do they see? A river in flood stage, overflowing its 
banks. The river is 245Ks long w/ no low water crossing in sight. There are no 
bridges. They can’t go around it. They can’t go over it. The way is blocked/impassable. 

This is neither a good time nor a good place to cross. BUT… 

BUT…the time & the place are chosen by God…so it must be perfect, no matter the 
circumstance – no matter the challenge…Think about that in your own life… 
Wherever you are, God has you there…whatever struggles, challenges, obstacles… 
God has you there for his purposes & the call to faith is the same right here as it 
was right there. Then Joshua told the people, “Purify (consecrate) yourselves, for 

tomorrow the Lord will do great wonders among you.” What’s Joshua saying here? In 
essence, Joshua is telling the people to be ready…get rid of distractions…silence 

their fears & frustrations… listen for what God says prepared to follow instantly… 
lock in…boots strapped on…game face on…Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be 

courageous. Be strong.  - 1 Cor 16:13 & do everything w/ love. 

I think Len Sweet was the first I heard say something like: “In a time of crisis, you 

do not rise to the occasion, you default to your preparation.” What you have 
prepared for, trained for, practiced, rehearsed, ingrained in your muscle memory… 
THAT’S what you do when the going gets tough. Joshua says clearly…if you haven’t 
decided NOW that your future is w/ Yahweh & his people on the other side of the 
river, you’re never going to get there. No matter what you might “want” God to do in 
your life or in the life of his church…if you aren’t prepared for what that “want” 
requires OF YOU…it’ll never happen. It’s a habit test…what are your habits, patterns, 
routines? What do you do when no one is watching?...when you have nothing else to do? 

...bored?...scared?...angry? No matter what you might “want” God to do…if you aren’t 
prepared for what that “want” requires OF YOU…it’ll never happen. Here’s the best part… 

“When you see the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, 

move out from your positions & follow them.” The Ark of the Covenant is the physical 
representation of God’s presence in their midst. Joshua says when you see the Ark 
move…you follow it. In the wilderness they followed the pillar of cloud & fire, then 
the tabernacle. But now God has signalled his presence WITH THEM in the golden 
crate carried by the priests. Too often we tell God what we want & start moving 
toward that goal expecting God to bless our desire/initiative. I’ve literally heard folks 
say, “God would not have put this desire in my heart if he didn’t want me to have it.” My 
question...You sure God put that desire there? We get out in front & want God to 
conform to our way of thinking. We head off our own direction telling God “CATCH UP!” 
That never works…13 yrs ago when God brought LWF into existence, it was AFTER 

AFTER 2-3 yrs of prayer, discernment, digging into the Scriptures, wise counsel, & 
making every effort to not plant a new church…AFTER…all that; the ark moved here.  

I have become more & more convinced that consistent worship, daily engagement 
w/ the Scriptures & regular investment in God’s people are the only way to truly 
know where God is moving in your life. If you’re not here, not here & not here you’re 
likely going to miss something God has for you to experience, do, or obey. If you’re 
not praying for God to show you where he wants you…how he wants to use you… 
who you can build a relationship w/ to point them to Jesus…Father prepare me for 

whatever you require today & lead me in faith wherever you call me to go… That 

alone is a great place to start in following the movement of God in your life…that’s 

why we pray it together…so we’re tuning in to where God might move next…what 
God might require of us…what we don’t want to miss…Even Joshua says it: 



So Joshua told the Israelites, “Come & listen to what the Lord your God says. Watch the 
Ark…Listen to God…God's people stood at the edge of the Jordan, a river at flood 
stage, w/ no bridge, no boat, & no plan except…follow the Ark & trust the One who 
has never failed you.   What’s that going to look like?    In part…“The priests will carry 

the Ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their feet touch the water, the flow 
of water will be cut off upstream, & the river will stand up like a wall.”  

Give this command to the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the 
banks of the Jordan River, take a few steps into the river & stop there.’”… It was the harvest 
season, & the Jordan was overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the priests who 
were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge, the water above that point 
began backing up a great distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. 
The water below that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry.” 

DO NOT MISS THIS...What seems the biggest obstacle is the precise place where they 
have to put their feet. The Jordan was the first great problem. It was flood season, 
the banks were overflowed & the current was strong. But God does not work his 
miracle until his people wade in & get their feet wet. Then Peter called to Jesus, “Lord, 

if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So 
Peter went over the side of the boat & walked on the water toward Jesus. – Mt 14:28-29 
There are moments in our lives that God can only work w/ what we give him. 
Standing on the bank waiting for answers, waiting for a better time/place, waiting 
until we have more knowledge more insight the right words, waiting for the flood to 
subside the storm to stop offers God nothing of us...no faith, no trust, no confidence. 
There are times that until we step in, God will not act, the river will rage, & we will 
remain stuck. God summons his people from passive faith to active trust.  

Faith that stays theoretical never gets your feet wet. Israel didn't advance by talking 
about the Jordan; they grew by stepping into it. It is one thing to believe God is 
trustworthy; it's another to actually move when/where he says move, especially 
when the ground ahead is uncertain & the circumstances are difficult or threatening. 
It is one thing to say “I believe” & another to risk at great cost...to actually do what 
God calls you to do. Sometimes you don’t get healed until you start acting well. For 

just as the body w/out the spirit is dead, so faith w/out works is also dead. – Jas 2:26 Israel 
didn't advance by talking about the Jordan; they grew by stepping into it. God's 
people stood at the edge of a river at flood stage, w/ no bridge, no boat, & no plan 
except…follow the Ark & trust the One who has never failed you. Another lap of the 
Sinai, another let’s do what we’ve always done...will not take hold of that which God 
has promised. Simply more of the same...is to lose. 

No matter what you might “want” God to do in your life or in the life of his church…if 
you aren’t prepared for what that “want” requires OF YOU…it’ll never happen. And 
God’s promise has never changed or failed... 

But now...listen to the LORD who created you...the one who formed you... 
“Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 

When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. 
When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. 

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not 
consume you. For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. – Is 43:1-3A 

Our identity as the people God calls US to be is always a process of learning to be 
His in the varied & shifting circumstances of life. But God is always faithful to his 
promises. When we fail, God is always ready to reclaim & restore. God is always the 
architect of our days no matter the challenges & changes w/in them. We claim the 
same promise of God as our ancestors: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt so you would no longer be their slaves. I broke the yoke of slavery from 
your neck so you can walk with your heads held high.” – Lev 26:13 as Paul says: It is for 
freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, & do not let yourselves be burdened 

again by a yoke of slavery. – Gal 5:1 We don’t look down...we don’t look away...we look 
ahead where God promises to be, promises to guide & promises to provide. 

Remember:  
The God in whom we have faith is the same yesterday, today, & forever, 

but he call us to trust him differently 
in the changing circumstances of our lives. 

As you leave today, be specific & share w/ your neighbour… 
TAKE IT HOME  

What is most ‘uncertain’ in your life right now? 
How will you respond in faith to follow God through that uncertainty 

 in a way that is different from how the world responds to uncertainty? 

With whom can you share that this week? 

What would it look like for you to actually follow God's leading into something uncertain,  
rather than waiting for him to clear the path first…? 

Let’s pray together with that in mind…  
Father prepare me for whatever you require today 
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go. 

In Jesus’ Name…Amen. 


