
WELCOME 28th June 2026 – 5 Pentecost ’26 A 
Jonah 1:1-17 

Welcome! It’s great we’re together again! As always...you have in your hands our weekly 
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life, 
& equip you to share that w/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website…  

As we move into this week...“One day some teachers of religious law & Pharisees 
came to Jesus & said, “Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign to 

prove your authority.” A SIGN...At some point in our lives we all want A SIGN...that 
God is real...that he sees us...that he cares...that hope is more than wishful thinking.  

But Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a 
miraculous sign; but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days & three nights, so will 

the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days & three nights. When 
his critics demanded “sign/proof,” Jesus pointed to an unexpected place: Jonah.     
A reluctant prophet sent to a horrible people. Three days in the depths. A message 
nobody expected w/ results no one imagined. But Jonah was only the beginning.  

His three days in darkness pointed to Christ's three days in the tomb. His mission to 
a city far from God revealed God's heart for people everywhere. And his story 
became a sign of the greatest truth of all: through the cross & resurrection of Jesus, 
God is making all things new...restoring all things to himself. 

The sign of Jonah reveals a God whose mercy reaches further than we imagine, 
whose love extends to people we might overlook, & whose call sends us well 
beyond our comfort zones.  

“Now the Word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai:  
“Get up & go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it  

because I have seen how wicked its people are.” 

Jonah's story was only the beginning. It pointed to Jesus, his death & resurrection, 
& God's relentless love for the world to be carried to the world by the reluctant & 
resistant redeemed messengers chosen by God for just such a mission. 

Remember:  

Running from God’s call leads deeper into the storm. 
Running for the call of God leads deeper into his grace. 

Let’s pray then experience his call & his might today… 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Psalm 139:7-12 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast… 

Heavenly Father, Thank you that wherever we are, you are already there. 
Wherever we are your presence seeks to be with us. Remind us that we 
cannot run where your love cannot reach us. Then send us where you are 
already drawing others to an awareness of their need. Make us walk in 
step with your spirit reclaiming the lost, redirecting the straying, & rescuing 
the perishing. Cause us to reach farther, love more passionately, share 
more boldly & give more generously because we know your supply is 
inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name... Amen.  
 

Let’s sing then receive God’s word... 
 

 

FAITH CHAT:   

1. What’s the hardest or most thankless job you’ve ever been asked to do? 

2. What part of being obedient to God’s call to you is most challenging or to which 
you are most likely to say, “No”? 

Cost? “Lack”?  

 
  



5 PENTECOST ’26 A THE SIGN: RUNNING FROM THE CROSS 

“One day some teachers of religious law & Pharisees came to Jesus & said, 
“Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority. But 
Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous 
sign; but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as 
Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days & three nights, so will the 
Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days & three nights.”  

For years I wondered what Jesus was on about…outside of the 3 days/nights thing 
it seemed to make no sense for Jesus to say “Jonah is the only sign you’re gonna get.” 
I just didn’t understand until I actually listened beyond the children’s Bible pictures I 
had in my head…What WAS Jesus saying? First…let’s listen to Jonah... 

“Now the Word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Get up & go to the great city of 
Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people 

are.” Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria. The great Empire that eventually 
destroyed Israel in 722 BC. They were a ruthless violent people. Historians say they 
were known for three things: cruelty – idolatry – immorality. Their culture was 
steeped in military conquest. They were THE superpower in their day. But not just 
conquerors…they’d skin their vanquished enemies & nail the skins to the city wall & 
then stake the skinned survivors alive out in the dessert to die in agony.  

They worshipped an array of various gods & goddesses; ALL of whom had brutal 
backstories & required bloody human offerings. Major celebrations often included 
piles of heads lopped from slaves & captives along w/ buckets of entrails. Their 
planting/growing seasons called for weeks of sexual perversity to entice the gods to 
bless their fields & flocks & families w/ fertility. The grotesque nature of their “worship” 

far surpasses any perversion we might imagine. You can’t imagine ugly enough.     

These were not people you wanted as friends…not a nation you’d have a heart for 
unless…you’re God. 1st sign of Jonah…God loves hard places & hard people. Of all 
the places God could send a prophet, God chose Nineveh. Jonah is the 1st prophet 
God sends to a people not his own. 1st prophet to Gentiles is Jonah. God sent Jonah 

to preach & to warn them of his impending judgment & EVERY WARNING implies the 
invitation to repentance...to change direction in life & find safety & salvation in a 
relationship w/ Yahweh. Why? Why is God so determined to draw this horrific people 
to himself? As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of 

wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live.” – Ezk 33:11 

Every soul in Nineveh shares the same image of God as you/I & God despises 
nothing he has made to be like himself.    

Or maybe this strikes more deeply: “The Son of Man came to seek & save those who 

are lost.” – Lk 19:10 - God loves hard people & hard places & wants them won back 
into the security & safety of his embrace. Even the worst are still an ache in the 
Father’s heart for restoration, rescue, repentance & rejoicing. 

If you hung around a bit w/ the CrossLink Gathering here last Saturday...one thing 
we discussed was new NCLS data that says about 83% of most Australian 
communities are not currently in a relationship w/ Jesus through his people the 
church AND are unlikely to simply “come to church.” Not just going to walk in the door 
curious or because they’re looking for some place to worship. That means here in 
Wagga about 56-58,000 people are “lost, perishing, at risk of being separated from 
the Father for all eternity.” Just sit w/ that number for a second...& it comes to you 
that that’s not a random number...that’s 58K names & addresses. 58K souls walking 
up & down Bayliss St, living in your neighbourhood, at the footy/netball, school, 
Woolies or Men’s Shed...family/friends. Son of Man came for those 58K. The Lord 

isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for 
your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to come to 

repentance. – 2 Pet 3:9 Everyone...every one of those 58K along w/ the rest of us. 
EVERYONE in Nineveh...we know that because he sent Jonah there....sent us here. 

Sounds great right? But Jonah got up & went in the opposite direction to get away from 

the Lord. He went down to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He 
bought a ticket & went on board, hoping to escape from the Lord by sailing to Tarshish. 
From where Jonah starts God points 900ks East & says “Go there!” but Jonah 
jumps in a boat to sail 4000ks West. I don’t know if Jonah could have made it 
clearer that he wasn’t interested in helping the Ninevites be saved. 2nd sign of 

Jonah… God’s chosen are often the biggest obstacle in God reaching the lost. Old 
joke...Pastor enters the pulpit & in his best stained glass voice says, “Did you know 
more than 2/3 of the people in this town are going to hell & ¾ of the people in our 
churches don’t give a damn. And 90% of you are more concerned that I’ve said both 
‘hell’ & ‘damn’ from the pulpit than you are about those who will be lost 4/ever.” Dumb 

joke I know. But I was in a conversation this week w/ a young pastor in QLD. Tale of 

woe...At one point he said, “John...I went to seminary & they taught me theology & 
doctrine & church history & Biblical studies & pastoral care. I studied hard & I 
think I’m pretty good at what I’m called to do. But nobody seems to care about 

any of those things...but they do love to argue about opinions.” I know I’ve shared 
b/4 a book I read almost 20 yrs ago, Dan Kimball’s They Like Jesus but not the Church. 

Kimball interviewed not-yet-Xns...some curious...others not so much. Many 
interviewees didn’t know any Xns...or they did but the Xns never mentioned it. 



Those they did know...they weren’t sure they wanted what the Xns had. Now why 
could that be? Kallistos Ware...Gk Orthodox Bishop...died 2022...brilliant man...deep 

abiding faith in Christ...Correctly understood, repentance is not negative but positive. It is 
not self-pity or remorse, but conversion; the re-centering of our whole life in God through 
Christ. It is to look, not backward with regret, but forward with hope - not down at our own 
shortcomings, but up to God's love. It is to see, not what we have failed to be, but what by 

divine grace we can now become; & act upon what we see. I suspect none of Kimball’s 
interviewees had ever been offered a chance to look up to God's love & live into 
what that grace could lead them to become. God’s chosen are often the biggest 
obstacle in God reaching the lost.   We just get in God’s way...? 

But the Lord hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to 
break the ship apart. A common theme in the 20th & 21st century culture has been “I’m not 
hurting you so why do you care?” We act like certain decisions are just b/t me & me. Utter 

bunk. 3rd sign...Our decisions affect others…Nineveh is doomed w/o Jonah. We DON’T 

know if God has a plan B but we KNOW God told Jonah to go to Nineveh. Jonah 
going 4000ks in the other direction is to consign the Ninevites to God’s judgment. 
Let me just drop these 2 #s back into the conversation: 83% & 56-58,000. But even 
more…As the story unfolds, Jonah’s disobedience puts the other sailors at risk & 
financially costs the ship’s owners. Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted 

to their gods for help & threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. Our decisions affect 
others. Even silence has eternal ramifications. 

All the while the storm is raging what’s Jonah doing? So unconcerned he’s asleep. 
Here’s the 4th sign…God will let you run…but you can’t outrun God…you will always 
answer to God. The pagan sailors & the pagan captain seem to get this instantly. 
They live in a “make your god happy or your god will kick your teeth in” world. 
They understand accountability even if Jonah does not. Their entire worldview is 
one of “you will always answer to god.” And note…every act of disobedience is met 
by greater frustration, loss & danger. Jonah runs & God sends the storm. Jonah 
takes a nap while the sailors are praying to their pagan deities & throwing cargo into 
the drink & the storm gets worse. Jonah tells them to pitch him into the sea but they 
don’t & the storm gets worse. (they care more about the guy who caused this mischief 

than he does about them or Nineveh). But as soon as Jonah hits the waves the storm 
stops. And Jonah’s fellow travellers are suddenly offering sacrifices to the God they 
only know because of Jonah’s disobedience. God has reached to claim the hearts of 
those who did not previously know him even though it took Jonah’s disobedience to 
accomplish that feat. Every soul on that boat is loved by God & against his will & 
through the storm Jonah introduces them to God - EVERY WARNING implies the invitation 

to repentance…to look up & see God’s love… 

Now the Lord had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish 

for three days & three nights. God will let you run…but you can’t outrun God. This is 
but part of the story…both of Jonah & us. But we know…God loves hard places & 
hard people. God is on a relentless pursuit of sinful people not to destroy them but 
to reclaim, restore, & lead them to repentance w/ mercy & love…ultimately through 
sacrificing His Son for us. I have shared this a couple of times this week…This is a 

trustworthy saying, & everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners” — of whom I am the worst of all. But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus 
could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then 
others will realize that they, too, can believe in him & receive eternal life.” – 1 Tim 3:15-16 
God takes no pleasure in the death of wicked people. He wants them to turn from 
their wicked ways so they can live…He wants everyone to come to repentance…He 
wants all people to be saved & come to a knowledge of the truth…His people are 
privileged & commissioned to deliver that good news. 

The sign of Jonah reveals a God whose mercy reaches further than we imagine, 
whose love extends to people we might overlook, & whose call sends us well 
beyond our comfort zones. “Now the Word of the Lord came to Living Water 

Fellowship...“Get up & go to the great city of Wagga Wagga…” 

Running from God’s call leads deeper into the storm. 
Running for the call of God leads deeper into his grace. 

As you leave today, be specific & share w/ your neighbour… 

TAKE IT HOME  

Who in your circle of relationships 
needs to know God has a place for them in his heart 

and wants them to enjoy what his grace can accomplish in their life? 

Are you going to run “from” or run “for” that opportunity & call from God? 

Let’s pray together with that in mind…  
Father prepare me for whatever you require today 
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go. 

In Jesus’ Name…Amen. 


