WELCOME 21st June 2026 — 4 Pentecost '26 A
Judges 6:1-23

Welcome! It's great we're together again! As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website —
Special welcome to our CrossLink gospel co-workers! Delighted to share our
Birthday with y’all...

As we move into this week...“He that is good for making excuses is seldom good for
anything else.” Those are words of writer, scientist, inventor, statesman, diplomat,
publisher, political philosopher & among the most influential intellectuals of his time,
American “Founding Father,” Benjamin Franklin; whose face also graces the 100§ bill. |
think he liked being busy & perhaps never met a challenge from which he ran away.
And no his kite did not get struck by lightning. Mr. Franklin might have found Gideon
frustrating.

As we encounter the Scriptures today asking “What if God really could...use even you?”
Gideon may seem like an unlikely person for God to use. Hiding. Fearful. Tentative.
AND...Full of excuses. Yet as we read his story, we discover God is less concerned
about our qualifications/excuses & more concerned that we answer his call to serve
his purposes. God is less concerned about how we feel about our abilities,
capacities or opportunities & more concerned that we say “yes” when he calls us to
be his instruments in someone else’s life. Because it is when we say “yes” that we
find the same God who worked through Gideon & countless others like him will v
Fact work through you...me...us.

“The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon & said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”
“Then the Lord turned to him & said, “Go with the strength you have,
& rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”

The presence of God. God’s call to be his instrument for his purposes. And the
provision God has already given...abundantly enough to make you like Gideon
mighty hero... more than a conqueror in his mission.

God doesn’t call you to be big, bold, or brave;
He calls you to carry out his purposes.
Everything else comes from him.

Let’s pray then experience his call & his might today...

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Psalm 78:1-7
"My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.
2 [ will open my mouth with a parable; | will utter hidden things, things from of old—
3things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us.
4 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.

Heavenly Father, as we gather around your gifts of Word, Sacrament, & the
company of your family, still the raging of our hearts...the troubles of the
week behind us, the chaos awaiting in the week ahead. Take charge of our
fears & resistance so we might by your Spirit be led in obedience. Quiet us
enough to hear your voice & in hearing trust more deeply & respond more
fervently. Make today shape every moment of our week ahead so we gladly
make your great love known in this world. Cause us to reach farther, love
more passionately, share more boldly & give more generously because we
know your supply is inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name... Amen.

Let’s sing then receive God’s word...

FAITH CHAT:

1. Why do you think it’s often easier to recognize God's work in the past than to see
what he is doing in the present or to work toward what God might be doing in the
future?

2. Like most characters we meet in the Bible, Gideon has a big list of reasons
(excuses) for why God can’t use him. What reasons have you ever given God for
saying, “You can’t use me”?



4 PENTECOST '26 A WHAT IF Gob REALLY CouLb...USE EVEN You

| was having coffee the other day ¥/ a gospel co-worker. He’s new to town & serving
in a ministry we support & he doesn’t know the Living Water story...rumours yes...But
since he was having coffee ¥/ the horse’s mouth he thought he’d ask: the real story.
He got the abridged version including our CrossLink & LCMC network connections.
Then he asked an interesting question: What qualifications did CrossLink require
you to have to be one of their recognized ministries? New to town...doesn’t know me
very well...so | couldn’t resist: Respiration & a pulse. Now | know it was more involved
than that...but 13 yrs is a long time to remember the finer details...AND consider...among
all the not-yet-Xns | know, hang out ¥/ talk to, & pray for every week...not one of them
has ever asked about my qualifications. Not one has asked to see my ordination
certificate or my diplomas. God help me if they did because I'm not sure | could find ‘em.

which of course is the perfect segue... The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord
handed them over to the Midianites for seven years...3 Whenever the Israelites planted their
crops, marauders from Midian, Amalek, & the people of the east would attack
Israel...destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat,
taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, & donkeys. | left out vs 2...because | want us to see it
in isolation: 2 The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places for
themselves in the mountains, caves, & strongholds. | can’t think of a more difficult
situation. They devoured everything—like a swarm of locusts. They even devoured
the animals/tools...what we call in economics “the means of production.” And they stayed
until the land was stripped bare. They're like the RBA after a rate hike: nothing left
when they get done.

You ever feel like you're in that place...nothing left? Whatever got you there...there?
End of your rope...What do you want? What are you asking God for? Relief. Rescue.
Release. Wipe out “enemy.” ”When they cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8the Lord
sent a prophet to the Israelites. Anybody besides me think that’s weird. They ask for
deliverance & get a sermon. It’s like you call NRMA ‘cos you've got a flat battery &
get a flyer on safe driving habits/auto maintenance. He said, “This is what the Lord, the
God of Israel, says: | brought you up out of slavery in Egypt...I drove out your enemies &
gave you their land. °/ told you, ' am the Lord your God. You must not worship the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you now live.’ But you have not listened to me.” Looking for
soldiers but get a sermon...But if we step back we see this is exactly right. Israel’'s
primary problem is not the Midianities. Their real problem is staring them in mirror.
They are their own worst enemy. They're asking God to pull their backsides out of
the fire, but /4 that can happen, God puts the spotlight on their hearts.

It's a simple powerful question...What are you doing ¥/ the grace you've already
received? Where are you in this relationship I've already established...because it
looks like you're invested some place else? You want something...but where are you?
This very needed sermon for me for any of us as much as for those hearing it...God
says ‘What | need to do in your heart is more important than what you want me to
do in your circumstances.” God doesn’t allow hardship to pay you back, but he uses
it to bring you back. :|| But /4 they get a chance to really digest what that means...
God'’s help is on the way...God does not wait for us to straighten up & fly right /4
grace comes...deliverance arises...his purposes begin to be accomplished.

“The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon & said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!” Now
if God’s people weren't in such dire straits that'd be funny. Gideon is in a big deep
hole threshing wheat. He’s hiding...afraid of the Midianites. There’s nothing mighty
or heroic about him at the moment. But God isn’t speaking to Gideon based on what
he Is, but based on what God is going to do through him. That’s you too. When God
calls us, he doesn’t define us by the condition we're in, but by what he has decided
to accomplish of his will through us by his mighty power unleashed in us. And let
me just say this...It is NOT just those of us %/ ordination papers & advanced
gualifications that are “called.” Your baptism is the only call you ever need to get
about the business of introducing people to life in Christ & the wonder of his
mighty work in this world & the one to come. How does Paul say it? 1st about the
church in Corinth: Brothers & sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of
noble birth. - 1 Cor 1:26 Then about himself: For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be
called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am
what | am, & his grace toward me has not been in vain. - 1 Cor 15:9-10 God chose what is
foolish...weak...low & despised...things counted as nothing at all so that no one
might boast in the presence of God...So that the glory is His not ours. Power seen is
his not ours. Miracles come from him not us.

18%Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are
all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of
Egypt'? But now the Lord has abandoned us & handed us over to the Midianites.” God...in
case you haven't noticed we're in a mess? Where've you been? Why haven't you
done any great things for us lately? We talked earlier...Why do you think it's easier
to recognize God's work in the past than to see what he is doing in the present or to
work toward what God might be doing in the future? What is Gideon waiting for?
He's got an angel standing right there. “Then the Lord turned to him & said, “Go with the
strength you have, & rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”

| love this next bit...



God when are you going to do something awesome? “Gideon, I'm here to use you.”
Where are all God’s wonderful deeds? Why, He’s about to do them through you.
Jesus does the exact same thing ¥/ his followers...which means us: Jesus traveled
through all the towns & villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues & announcing the
Good News about the Kingdom. He healed every kind of disease & illness. When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused & helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers
are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers
into his fields.” --- Do you know what happens next? Jesus called his twelve disciples
together & gave them authority to cast out evil spirits & to heal every kind of disease &
illness...Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions...Go announce...that the
Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, & cast
out demons. Give as freely as you have received! — Mt 9:35-38 & 10:1, 5-8 Where are alll
God’s wonderful deeds? Why, He’s about to do them through you. Look at your
neighbour... say to them “(name) God's about to do wonderful deeds through you.”

Now if that were enough that'd be great...but Gideon like a fair number of us has an
answer for that... But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, & | am the least in my entire family!” God | can’t
do that...I'm a wimp from a family of wimps. When God calls you, he never starts ¥/
what you are; but ¥/ what he intends to make you in Christ. So he looks at Gideon
hiding in fear in a hole & names him “Mighty hero.” He hears Gideon's excuse...The
Lord said to him, “l will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were
fighting against one man.” God’s one line answer to Gideon'’s fear, his sense of
inadequacy: “l will be ¥/ you.” That's God’s answer to every feeling of fear &
inadequacy...every excuse & evasion. If that's true for Gideon how much more is it
true in whatever situation you're in, “..in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.” - Rom 8:37 - Now all glory to God, who is able, through his
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. -
Eph 3:19-20...infinitely more...more than conquerors... Where are all God’s wonderful
deeds? Why, He’s about to do them through you.

Bill Marianes is an orthodox Xn...his name suggests Greek. He now works ¥/ churches
after a long legal career. He says it like this: “Every full day of your earthly life, God will
give you two special gifts. The first is 24 hours. The second is the freedom to decide what
you will do with the first gift. Choose wisely because of all eternity hangs in the balance.” -
Bill Marianes It's a simple powerful question...What are you doing ¥/ the grace you've
already received?..."/ the gospel...”/ the Holy Spirit poured out in you...message of Christ
risen/ruling? Your eternity may well be secured...but you know & | know we all know
a bunch of folks whose eternity looks pretty bleak...hangs in the balance.

NB: God is less concerned about our qualifications/excuses & more concerned that
we answer his call to serve his purposes. God is less concerned about how we feel
about our abilities/capacities/opportunities & more concerned that we say “yes’
when he calls us to be his instruments in someone else’s life. Because it is when we
say “yes” that we find the same God who worked through Gideon & countless others
like him will v FAcT work through you...me...us.

“Then the Lord turned to Living Water Fellowship & said, “Go with the strength you have...|
am sending you!...I will be with you.” The presence of God. God’s call to be his
instrument for his purposes. And the provision God has already given...abundantly
enough to make you like Gideon...mighty hero...more than a conqueror in his
mission. Mighty church! The Lord is with you.

God doesn’t call you to be big, bold, or brave;

He calls you to carry out his purposes.
Everything else comes from him.

As you leave today, be specific & share '/ your neighbour...

TAKE IT HOME

What is one practical step you will take this week to move from simply
remembering God'’s faithfulness in the past to taking part in his mission today?

Who will you pray for by name while they’re listening, invite to read the Bible together, to
have coffee together so you can share your heart...that’s united */ Christ...?

Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



