Group Bible Study/Discussion:

1. Read Judges 6:1-23. What questions come to you as you read the text? What do you
find most challenging/encouraging?

2. Do you have any fears that don't really make sense to you? When confronted by those
situations, what do you do?

3. Prior to Gideon’s call to rescue Israel, what is their situation? How have they become
so beset by this current difficulty? What would you say of their state of mind; are they
regretful or repentant? What's the difference between those two options? Which is the
more godly response to self-inflicted distress? Why?

4. Does the prophet’s diagnosis of Israel’s trouble, verses 7-10, make any difference?
When diagnosis isn't enough, what is required?

5. What's ironic about how the angel of God addresses Gideon? What difference does it
make to your relationship with God to know God fully recognizes your weaknesses yet
still calls you to follow him for his purposes not yours?

6. What aspect of the gospel story, particularly as God has worked in your life, is
especially helpful in your remembering God's character - His grace, patience,
presence, & faithfulness?

7. Why do you think God intervenes to save his people even though they didn’t properly
or noticeably repent? In what situations has God shown his faithfulness to you?

8.  When has God asked you to do something you felt ill-equipped to do? How did that
situation play out? Did you obey? If so, how did God equip you to follow through in
obedience? If not, what did that situation teach you about God & yourself?

9. Read the rest of Gideon’s story; Judges 6:24-7:25. What do you notice about Gideon'’s
on-going reluctance & need for reassurance? How does God respond to Gideon in that
circumstance? How is God'’s firm faithful patience encouraging to you?

10. What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a
result of engaging with these texts?

Remember:
God doesn’t call you to be big, bold, or brave;
He calls you to carry out his purposes.
Everything else comes from him.
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COME TOJESUS

SONG: Be Unto Your Name
WELCOME & PRAYER:

GROWIN IS GRACE

SONG: Ancient of Days

BIBLE READING: Judges 6:1-10
' The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord handed them over to the Midianites
for seven years. 2 The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places for
themselves in the mountains, caves, & strongholds. 3Whenever the Israelites planted their
crops, marauders from Midian, Amalek, & the people of the east would attack Israel,
4camping in the land & destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with
nothing to eat, taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, & donkeys. 5 These enemy hordes,
coming with their livestock & tents, were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of
camels too numerous to count. And they stayed until the land was stripped bare. 6 So
Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord
for help.

"When they cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8the Lord sent a prophet to the
Israelites. He said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: | brought you up out of
slavery in Egypt. °I rescued you from the Egyptians & from all who oppressed you. | drove
out your enemies & gave you their land. 11 told you, ‘l am the Lord your God. You must
not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you now live.” But you have not
listened to me.”

CHILDREN’S TIME
SONG: Better By Far



BIBLE READING:

Judges 6:11-244

" Then the angel of the Lord came & sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the
bottom of a winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the Lord
appeared to him & said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”

13*Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are
all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out
of Egypt'? But now the Lord has abandoned us & handed us over to the Midianites.”

4 Then the Lord turned to him & said, “Go with the strength you have, & rescue Israel
from the Midianites. | am sending you!”

PRAYERS:
THE COMMUNION:

Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Worship during Communion:
Vipeo — Good and Gracious King (City Alight)

15But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the
whole tribe of Manasseh, & | am the least in my entire family!”

16 The Lord said to him, “l will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you
were fighting against one man.”

17 Gideon replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show me a sign to prove that it is
really the Lord speaking to me. '8 Don’t go away until | come back & bring my offering to
you.” He answered, “I will stay here until you return.”

19 Gideon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, & with a basket of flour he baked some ANNOUNCEMENTS:
bread without yeast. Then, carrying the meat in a basket & the broth in a pot, he brought SONG:
them out & presented them to the angel, who was under the great tree.

2The angel of God said to him, “Place the meat & the unleavened bread on this rock, &

pour the broth over it.” Gideon did as he was told. 2' Then the angel of the Lord touched

the meat & bread with the tip of the staff in his hand, & fire flamed up from the rock &

consumed all he had brought. Then the angel of the Lord disappeared.

2\When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he cried out, “Oh, Sovereign
Lord, I'm doomed! | have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” 22“Itis all right,” the

Lord replied. “Do not be afraid. You will not die.” 2 And Gideon built an altar to the Lord
there & named it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the Lord is peace”).

GOINHIS FOWER
THE BLESSING:
(Name), T child of God,
Christ has made you more than a conqueror in his mission!
-- Amen.

Glorious Day

All songs & music in worship used under the licensing agreement of CCL Licence 384660
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FAITH CHAT:

1. What personal objection or resistance would you have to overcome to see yourself
as someone God can use right now for his purposes?

2. How does your relationship with God help you overcome those objections? Or do the
objections & resistance usually win out?

THE MESSAGE: WHAT IF Gob CouLD...USE EVEN You

OFFERING SONG: Amazing Grace (my chains are gone)



