WELCOME 14th June 2026 — 3 Pentecost 26 A
John 8:31-36 & Galatians 5:1-6

Welcome! It's great we're together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week...”Freedom!” Mel Gibson’s dying final word & a recurring
theme in the movie Braveheart. William Wallace wanted “Freedom” for the Scots
from English rule. By which he meant Independence. Self-determination. Liberty...to
be unconstrained by the British monarchy & its imposed laws...taxes...restrictions.

If you asked random people on the street today...what freedom is/means...would
you still get that same answer...or maybe something like fthe ability to do whatever
you want whenever you want & have someone else pay the bills”...?

Our culture often tells us freedom means having more choices, fewer restrictions, &
the ability to decide for ourselves what's right & what’s true...even if my right & true
are exactly opposite of your right & true. But Jesus offers a very different picture.
He doesn't point people toward greater independence, but toward a deeper
relationship ¥/ Him. “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, & you will know
the truth, & the truth will set you free.”

Only in an abiding growing relationship ¥/ Jesus is there genuine freedom...from the
burden & weight of human sin — from the shackles of death — from the traps & tripwires of
evil...Well that's freedom FRoM...but the Bible tells us we are also free FOR...Paul
says: So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free... & a few verses later
For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers & sisters. But don’t use your
freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in
love. Gal 5:13 - That is the Power of real freedom - Real freedom grows in
Christlikeness. Real freedom builds up others. Real freedom cares for & nurtures
those around us & looks to bring love & joy into every life we encounter. Real
freedom in Christ makes you a force for good & a force for God’s purposes
everywhere you are...

Real freedom isn’t doing whatever you want;
it’s abiding in Jesus.

Let’s pray then experience that freedom today...

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Psalm 62:1-2
T Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.
2 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | will never be shaken.

Heavenly Father, as we gather around your gifts of Word, Sacrament, & the
company of your family, quiet the many voices that compete for our
attention. Help us set aside our distractions, worries, and assumptions, to
rest in your presence. Unleash your Holy Spirit among us now and open our
hearts to hear your voice, deepen our trust in you, and help us discover the
freedom that comes from living as your disciples who make your great love
known in this world. Cause us to reach farther, love more fervently, share
more boldly & give more generously because we know your supply is
inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name... Amen.

Let’s sing then receive God’s word...

FAITH CHAT:

1. Are you someone who likes having lots of choices or do you find having too many
choices overwhelming? Why do you think that is?

2. Describe your current “diet” of “abiding in” God’s Word.



3 PENTECOST ’26 A WHAT IF Gob REALLY CouLD...SET YOU FREE

In New York Harbor stands a giant copper statue, = 46 metres high. It's mounted on
a base that's yet another 46 meters high, putting the torch of “Lady Liberty,” as some
call her, more than 90 metres above the ground. The “Statue of Liberty” was a gift to
the United States, from France, in 1876, celebrating 100 years since the Declaration
of Independence was signed. For 150 years the statue has stood as worldwide
symbol of freedom: liberty. Earlier, | speculated about asking random people out on
Baylis St to define ‘Freedom’... But for the sake of argument, let's not pick on
strangers: Think about your friends, family...anyone not in worship today...How would
THEY define ‘freedom’? What do You think THEY would say? What does that look like in
their lives?

Now...let’s take the guesswork out of it altogether. In 1992, US SCOTUS justice
Anthony Kennedy wrote, fAt the heart of liberty is the right to define one’s own
concept of existence, of meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of human life.”
SCOTUS justice is no “avg” person...but he certainly agrees %/ the wind of the 21st
century that we feel all around us. The “avg” person sees freedom through the lens
of | decide” My agenda drives my life. | decide the shape/direction of my existence.

| decide what’s right, true, good & essential for life as | decide to live it. | decide what
kinds of relationships | engage in & how those unfold. | PARTICULARLY decide my
identity...how | present myself to the world...How different THAT is from...

Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, & you will know the truth, & the truth will set you free.” It's really simple... When
we live in the land of “| decide,” when we try to live as "l am the master of my
fate...the captain of my soul" what we find is not freedom, but a glorified form of
slavery...to the hollow pursuit of self-assertion & self-gratification. We become
slaves to the pursuit of the 21st century’s great idols: pleasure, power, control &
approval. When we live in the land of “I decide”...when we take it solely upon
ourselves “to define our own concept of existence, meaning, the universe, & the mystery of
human life,” what we get is not only bondage but death. Why?

Because that’s not freedom that’s rebellion. We were noT created to live as
independent free agents of self in this world...hacking out our existence from the
jungle of human life. We weren't created to live divorced from the needs of our
neighbour in the pursuit of self-satisfaction. (no boundaries no restrictions just me
glorious me) Our very purpose Jesus says, is to find our lives in relationship %/ him &
from there all good things come: a place of belonging & purpose...truth...secure...
stable fundamental life-giving truth & freedom...abounding joy/peace/love.

What Jesus, Paul & the other NT writers all know is that the default mode of the
human heart is self-justification. We desperately want to prove the value worth &
significance of our lives. We want to be self-made stand-up-on-our-own-2-feet sorts
of people. We want God, our mom & the people around us to notice what incredible
people we are & we'll do anything toward that end. And the land of “I decide” is just
that...it's the natural drive inside each of us to demonstrate our worth, goodness our
good-enoughness. And it kills us...drives us against those around us. It turns
cultures & societies into bloodsport...dog-eat-dog for the scraps of petty triumphs.

Do you want to know what that sounds like...? Jesus says what he says & the folks
around him are offended...“But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?” Now let’s put
aside the lie that the Jews were never slaves...they’'re under Roman occupation at
that very moment, but Egypt, Assyria, Babylon & countless unfinished battles v/ their
pagan neighbours over the centuries should at least rate a mention. They had
created a system of over 600 laws, regulations, stipulations, & commands that built
a fence around the Covenant like a minefield that was supposed to stop you from
violating the really important laws, regulations, stipulations, & commands of the
Covenant. If that's not slavery I've never seen it...trying to keep up ¥/, much less
keep, all 600+ laws, regulations, stipulations, & commands Anp the Covenant!

But as Paul writes to the church in Galatia, he knows most of them have never seen
the “Law” in that form, but they HAD followed various pagan faiths each ¥/ its own set
of rituals rules regulations & demands which are just as enslaving. | was listening to
a Bible teacher not long ago who pointed out that when you read the NT you hear
the word “Law” & immediately think “10C’s, Covenant @ Sinai, Temple worship.” That's
Y2 the story. Jewish disciples knew that was a chain Christ crucified/risen had
broken from their lives. But for the Gentile Xns...those who had never heard of Moses...
the “Law” was whatever standard you used to prove/demonstrate your worth or gain
acceptance — How you justify your existence.

Slavery to fake deities is the same as being a slave to a Law that cannot save you
from but only reinforce the bars of your prison. To validate yourself — to justify or
prove your significance or worth OR to use your moral uprightness as a requirement
of or proof of your “salvation” simply leads you away from Christ & back to prison.
Pastor/author John Stott says true freedom is “Christ setting me free from my silly little self
in order to live responsibly in love for God & others.” We desperately as fallen human
beings want God & others to applaud us or appreciate us...but that dog never
catches its tail...But once, in Christ, you know the freedom from the dog-chasing-its-




tail of gods that have no power because they don't exist...the perpetual “am | doing

it right?” “am | doing it enough?” “am | good enough?”

When you trust God has chosen you in Christ & identified you as his prized beloved
child & destined you as an agent of his grace...When you trust God has numbered

the hairs on your head...When you trust the sovereignty of God over all things in

your life...Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, & you will know the truth, & the truth will set you free.”

It's there where we find our lives in relationship ¥/ him...& from there all good things
come. It's there as ‘disciples’ followers, sharers of his life now & bearers of his life to
others where we are given an unalterable identity...a place of belonging & purpose.
It's there in Christ that the truth that we are lost W/, him, fruitless apart from him,
but abundantly alive in Him can be received as freedom. That fundamental secure
stable life-giving truth is the place of true freedom where there is abounding joy,
peace, & love.

Earlier we FAITH CHATTED: Describe your current “diet” of ‘abiding in’ God’s Word. What
does that look like for you? It's not a test or time for you to show off over against someone
else..just a question...because..."Abide” means it's your home...it's where you hang
out over & over again just to see what new treasure God reveals ...you never have
enough...because you want more of Jesus embedded in your life. James Merritt
(fmr president of SBC) says “The primary purpose of reading the Bible is not to know ‘the
Bible, but to know God.” ...“Abide” means it's your home where you are growing in
familiarity, understanding, wisdom, intimacy...

Earlier | said that life in Christ is 15t freedom From but also freedom For...Paul 2x
makes that point to the Galatians: What is important is faith expressing itself in love. &
then For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers & sisters. But don’t use your
freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in
love. - Gal 5:13 Peter said it like this: “Live as people who are free, not using your freedom
as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.”- 1 Pet 2:16 That is the Power of real
freedom. Real freedom grows in Christlikeness. Real freedom builds up others. Real
freedom cares for & nurtures those around us & looks to bring love & joy into every
life we encounter. Real freedom in Christ makes you a force for good & a force for
God’s purposes everywhere you are...

Real freedom isn’t doing whatever you want;
it’s abiding in Jesus.

As you leave today, be specific & share “/ your neighbour...

TAKE IT HOME
Where this week will you use your freedom in Christ to express your faith in love?
How will you deepen your “abiding” in Jesus’ word over the course of your life?
What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a result?

Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



