WELCOME 7th June 2026 — 2 Pentecost '26 A
Luke 5:17-32

Welcome! It's great we're together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week... Everyone thinks forgiveness is a lovely idea until they
have something to forgive. That old CS Lewis quote falls out of my quote folder
every now & then...He is spot on. Forgiveness IS a great idea... until | am looking
into the eyes someone I'm convinced has done wrong & ought to pay through the
nose for it. | don’t suspect I'm alone in that...

But THEN...I look in the mirror & it hits me: The person | reckon owes me/society is in
the same boat | am...the guilty boat...the ashamed of myself boat...the | hope no
one ever finds out about that boat...Jesus knew it all along...“Healthy people don't

need a doctor — sick people do. | have come to call not those who think they are righteous,
but those who know they are sinners; to repent.”

We confess | believe in the forgiveness of sin...We say Jesus died & rose again to
make that forgiveness real for us & for everyone...We talk about grace, mercy, &
salvation...But we often carry guilt, shame, self-condemnation or old grudges &
resentment as though Jesus was wishful thinking instead of our living forgiving
saving reality.

Today we discover the truly great news that the gospel, the restoration &
forgiveness we receive in Christ, is not just more information, it's life transformation.
Jesus’ authority to forgive Is his authority to restore our relationship to the Father, to
break the chains of guilt & shame & to send us into our world as people who walk
differently, see differently, & relate to others differently offering this same gift of
forgiveness & restoration that we've received. What would be different about your
circle of relationships if everyone you know could see in you...

No one is beyond God'’s forgiveness,
and no one is outside God’s welcome.

Let’s pray together then experience that great news today ...

(on the screen)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, you broke down every barriers when you crept into our world to
dwell beside us. In Jesus, your hands touched all, & you touched us. You opened our
eyes to see how the hands of the rich were empty, & the hearts of the poor were full.
You took the widow’s coin & the child’s loaves & used them to show us the Kingdom.

We thank you that you do not move away from broken sinful people, but toward them
with mercy, grace, forgiveness & restoring healing love. Today, send your Spirit, so
we are again changed by your presence among us. Shape our hearts to trust deeply
your life altering forgiveness that we move through our week not just reclaimed by
you as your own, but working to reclaim others by your power at work through us.
We pray all this in Jesus’ Name... Amen

Let’s sing then receive God’s word...

FAITH CHAT:
1. Have you ever “gotten away” with something, but felt so guilty afterwards you
confessed?

2. How does our current culture address issues of guilt or those guilty of wrongdoing?



2 PENTECOST 26 A WHAT IF Gop CouLb...FORGIVE You

OK...We're going to start ¥/ a little game...“which sin is easier to forgive?”

I'm going to give you 2 options of sins against you & simply ask, which is easier to
forgive? Hands up to vote - 1st pair...an insult to your reputation or a rock through
your lounge room window — 2nd pair...someone cuts you off in traffic vs some gets
the parking space you wanted — 34 pair...neighbour’s party goes loud & late vs
neighbour’s dog does its business in your front garden...That's an interesting set of
scenarios...Some of those sins are intentional/malicious. Some are accidental. At
least one is just negligence. Which of those categories is easier to forgive?

There you have it...we're all Pharisees at heart...we all operate with a hierarchy of
sins. Easy to forgive vs hard. Stuff we brush off vs stuff that sticks in our throat. Stuff
we don’t give a 2d thought vs grudges & resentments for old wounds that fester for
a lifetime. Have you ever said I hope God has a special place in hell for someone who
does that.” We all operate ¥/ a hierarchy of sins. Funny thing...Jesus doesn't.

We just heard the story...Lk 5...Two men absolutely outside the reaches of polite
society are restored. One, physically paralyzed & as such not permitted into the
Temple grounds...excluded from worship by the law itself...& there would have been
some who figured whatever caused his paralysis was his own fault...ne must have done
something to deserve this! The other, a tax collector, shunned & cut off from the life of
the community. He’s likely not welcome in his parents’ home...“collaborator traitor”
would have been the nicest names Matthew/Levi has been called in his adult life. Who
knows why, but he’s working for the Romans (occupiers/oppressors). In that day,
there’s no coming back from that. He’s gone over to the other side...crossed the big

line in the sand. He's one of #em. special place in hell

To the 1st Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven.” To the 2", “Follow me.” But the effect is
identical...Both are given back their lives. Both suddenly discover the God whom
they were sure had given up on them, pushed them completely out of his sight & out
of range of his unfailing goodness, mercy & love instead has them at the center of
his heart to restore & reclaim all creation. The world & their mom might have closed
the door, but both Matthew & the paralyzed guy dangling from the rafters know God
has stepped into their lives to reclaim, restore, & rebuild their lives with him. “Stand
up, pick up your mat, & go home!”is simply the result of the forgiveness. Everything else
in their lives from this moment forward is an affirmation of the simple truth: Jesus
DOES NOT LET your past limit his present love for or his future blessing of you. Jesus DOES
NOT LET your past inhibit his claim, his call, or his commission for you. Somehow that
good news has to penetrate our hearts before anything else makes sense. (next 4)

The real story here...Stuck in a chronic crippling illness or stuck in a crippling lifestyle
or stuck ¥/ crippling memories are all the same thing: stuck. And we're all stuck...
But Jesus DOES NOT LET your/my “stuckness” get in the way of his working in & through our

lives. And the only way you can stay stuck...is to pretend you're not. You see...

Over & over again the Bible reminds us we live distant from God’s design & desire
for us. The Bible calls that “sin:” We get caught up thinking sin is that we do bad
things...that confuses symptom for cause. We are sinners. And we sin. But first, we
are sinners...& sin is that self-inflicted wound...self-inflicted warp, twist, break from
how God designed us...the brokenness that exists at the very core of who we are &
means 1st - we seek our identity our security our destiny...we anchor our hopes
dreams values & aspirations in something other than God...we carve out a place we
call “me” apart from how the Father wants us...so 2nd - alienates us from a vibrant
living relationship ¥/ God & 3rd - it pits us against each other. Sin is our natural
inclination to put ourselves at the center of the universe/our lives...see the world
through the lens of I/me/mine. That center place belongs to God alone...so if I'm
there, it means I've rebelled & kicked God out...staged a coup to conquer my own
existence...We all are guilty. We all want the world to spin on our axis...rain when
it's convenient or | need it, Dr's appt when | want it, light to turn green when I'min a
hurry & that slow driver up ahead to change lanes so | can get by now... Things big
or small we want to twist the world to our own advantage...thank God most of us

don'’t set out to harm the people we blame for complicating our lives...but sometimes
we think it...

But like we see here...God is not content ¥/ us living turned against him. He wants
us back. Created in his love for his love he wants us to live forever embraced in that
love. Paul writes to the church in Corinth: God was in Christ, reconciling the world to
himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. - 2 Cor 5:19 God loves you %/ a
passionate personal intimate love from all eternity. We live held by the unimaginable
reality of being loved by God. But to feel its full force, you need to know that this is
not merely some general love God has for all the world—love that gives life - breath
- food - rain - protection - family - job - signs of his truth/power/greatness God's love
for you comes specifically to forgive sin & deliver from death & evil. Even before he
made the world, God loved us & chose us in Christ to be holy & without fault in his eyes.
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through
Jesus Christ...He is so rich in kindness & grace that he purchased our freedom with the
blood of his Son & forgave our sins. - Eph 1:4 & 7 A whole full restored joy-filled
relationship ¥/ God is possible only because Jesus comes in that love to die/rise to
forgive human sin.




Forgiveness is the ultimate miracle of God's grace because it cost God the Father
the life of Jesus His Son. How did Luther say it? “...he has redeemed me a lost &
condemned creature, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood &
with His innocent suffering & death...” It is an amazing thing to be loved like that, &
should cause us to turn to him in gratitude & seek to live sharing that gift in every
relationship no matter how broken. mt 18:21...Peter asks an awesome question:
“Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?” Jesus
replied, “No, not seven times, but 70 times 7!” Which is really to say, “forgive until you lose count.”

You see what Jesus does there...? He transforms the forgiven into the forgiving.
Charles Spurgeon said it like this, “Te be forgiven is such sweetness that honey is
tasteless in comparison with it. But yet there is one thing sweeter still, & that is to
forgive. As it is more blessed to give than to receive, so to forgive rises a stage
higher in experience than to be forgiven.” The gospel, the restoration & forgiveness
we receive in Christ, is not just more information, it's life transformation. Just like the
one man walks away carrying his mat praising God, & everyone who has witnessed
his healing & forgiveness does as well, Matthew/Levi leaves behind his tax-
collecting & immediately throws a party so that Jesus can meet all his friends. Who
do you think is lined up @ that buffet table...@ the banquet Levi has laid out? Well
given the way the religious bigshots react, I'm guessing a few other tax-collectors, a
couple of bookies, a loan shark or two, the guy who owns the local brothel & some
of his ladies...We don’t know but | can guarantee you the Rotary Club president &
the city council manager are not there. All the respectable people wouldn’t be
caught dead at Levi's house...but the disreputable, scandalous, seedy, & dodgy end
of town is there in force. Why?

You've heard this 100X...grace is not just pardon it is also power...That forgiveness
that comes to me as a gift now lives in me as power to multiply it in the world. That
mercy that sees my broken selfish life through the prism of Jesus Christ crucified
risen & ruling becomes the power in me that enacts mercy wherever | am. That
grace that freely makes me a child of God free & clear to stand in his presence
animates my life & recreates my relationships ¥/ that same grace. To do anything
otherwise is to call Jesus’ forgiveness & restoration of me a lie.

The night Jesus goes willingly to his death to preach his final sermon on the
forgiving love of God he says our lives will model his or they will model something
other than his love. Just as | have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for
one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples. - Jn 13:34-35 Paul echoes
Jesus: Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, & it keeps no record of being
wronged. - 1 Cor 13:5 | know that there are some injuries only time & grace can help

us forget...Some we'll remember forever...scars are evident. But forgiving love (love that
forgives in the way of Jesus) keeps no account books no tally sheets expects no
paybacks or comeuppance.

When | choose to forgive & to live in a healed relationship %/ someone who has hurt
me & when | choose to leave the past behind...it costs me something. But there is
an irony in that — what it costs is far less than the life it gives back to me!
Forgiveness is costly. But the cost of not forgiving someone is even greater! To not
forgive...to nurse grievances...to keep a record of wrongs...to seek satisfaction for
every slight & compensation for every injury...to expect the world will join your
crusade for getting back either what's been taken or getting even ¥/ the taker...is to
make a meal of your own soul. And quite frankly...most people | know want nothing
to do %/ folks who just won't let stuff go...who remember & relive & retell & reinvent.

“Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves...” = Cal 3:1 That's you...me. Why
has God chosen us in love? To live in his presence, to bear his image & to fulfil his
purpose here in this world. We've been chosen by God as his children, to carry out
God’s mission to love the world back into his arms. We'll either do that well or
poorly. But when we choose to live that forgiven transformed existence....when we
live the truth...“Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” Something in us is
brought to life...

Jesus’ authority to forgive Is his authority to restore our relationship to the Father, to
break the chains of guilt & shame & to send us into our world as people who walk
differently, see differently, & relate to others differently offering this same gift of
forgiveness & restoration that we've received. What would be different about your
circle of relationships if everyone you know could see in you...
No one is beyond God'’s forgiveness,
and no one is outside God’s welcome.

As you leave today, be specific & share '/ your neighbour...

TAKE IT HOME
Is there an old grudge or resentment that you still carry that Jesus is calling you to forgive?

Who is someone that you normally avoid or dismiss,
but whom Jesus calls you to approach with grace and compassion instead?

Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



