WELCOME 24th May 2026 — Pentecost ’26 A
Acts 2:1-21 & Acts 2:22-41

GRACE UNMEASURED VIDEO
ACTS 2:1-21 VIDEO

Welcome! It's great we're together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that '/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week... “Faith is taking the first step even when you can’t see
the whole staircase” Attributed to Martin Luther King, Jr, it's a reminder that at
times we are called to follow Jesus when we don’t have all the information or
intelligence or insight we'd like. We live in this world as followers of Jesus quite
often feeling grossly ill-equipped for the challenges of life & the commands Jesus
gives to his church. But here’s the problem...It isn’t Jesus...

Too often WE equate bravery ¥/ fearlessness, bold confidence, or a forceful
personality. But one look at the disciples & we see few of those. The followers of
Jesus throughout the NT are confused, uncertain, vulnerable...at times misguided in
their thinking...& at the end fearful, behind closed doors.

Pentecost is not the story of naturally intrepid courageous people becoming spiritual
superheroes. It's the story of God working through ordinary people who allow His
Spirit to take control...who surrender themselves to God for God’s purposes even
while fear is still present...who trust that there Is an inexhaustible source of courage
& boldness ALREADY AT WORK "/, us: Jesus...crucified, risen, ascended to rule over all
things forever AND the Holy Spirit...same mighty power that raised Jesus from the grave...
given to live Wy & operate through each of us.

“So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, to be both Lord & Messiah!”
The Spirit always & only ever points to Jesus & what God has done FOR US IN HIM.
Saviour/King — Ruler/Defender — God himself here for us...*/ us...dwelling “/i, us.
The Spirit always & only shapes our lives responsive to Jesus...shapes our
character reflective of Jesus...& leads us to trust that what Jesus has done in dying
&rising is...for...us...for-ever.

Bravery is trusting God as God, Living Jesus’ way as Saviour & Lord
and allowing the Holy Spirit to empower & work through you.

Let’s pray together then experience the work of the Holy Spirit today...

(Prayer on screen)

PRAYER OF THE DAY LET’S PRAY TOGETHER...

Lord Jesus, move again among us by your Spirit today...and as your Spirit
moves, move us...to bring good news to all...to lead the bound to freedom
& the broken to wholeness...to offer to those around us a glimpse of
Heaven here on Earth.

Lead us beyond the comfortable into sacrifice in love & service.

Make us willing agents of your grace & witnesses to your kingdom.

In a world of division and hate; make us beacons of restoration & peace.
In a world prone to despair; make us bearers of hope.

Move again among us by your Spirit today...and as your Spirit moves,
move us in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord - Amen

Let’s hear the rest of the Pentecost word from God this morning...

(1 atatime)

FAITH CHAT:

1. How would you describe the work or the role of the Holy Spirit? ...in your life?

2. Inthe Bible, “fire” represents God’s presence and power...Where are you currently
seeing the “fire” of God in your life? If you don’t, why do you think that is?



PENTECOST "26 A WHAT IF GOD COULD...REALLY MAKE YOU BRAVE

Ok...you've just heard the whole Pentecost narrative as Luke describes it...all of
Acts 2...from = 120 followers of Jesus meeting in one place to 3000 baptisms...25-
fold increase in one day. Mighty windstorm. Shaken house. Visible flames of fire & the
multitude of languages this group of Hebrew Xns had never spoken before...Peter’s
sermon...prophecy fulfilled.

Of all of that...What do you find most striking? What just grabs you? Hands up...

For me...1st| always find it fascinating that as big a deal as the Day Pentecost was
for the early disciples...none of them ever talk about it again. Despite the parts of the
church today that try to recreate the Pentecost moment...ecstasy of the Spirit...every time
they gather...Those who experienced the Holy Spirit that day didn’t dwell on it at all.
Luke, who records this wind/fire/languages moment, never talks about Pentecost
again...never. Peter, whose sermon draws 3000 to the waters of baptism, never
mentions his Pentecost experience again...not in either of his letters nor in any of his
sermons in Acts. James...Jesus’ brother...never. John...who you know was there...
never. Paul, a bit of a latecomer to the apostles, writes more about the Holy Spirit than
anyone in the Bible, & HE NEVER writes about this experience of the Spirit at Pentecost.
I'll say more about that in a minute...or 20...

2nd this sentence right here. Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles &
shouted to the crowd... A month & %2 /4 this moment that same Peter denied 3x that
he even knew Jesus. Having been told a betrayer was among the apostles, Peter
pledges, I would even die for you,” yet departs that night in tears...broken frightened
& shamed. THis saME Peter now steps forward to declare ¥/ unshakable boldness...

With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross & killed him. (Jesus)
But God released him from the horrors of death & raised him back to life,
for death could not keep him in its grip. - 2:23b

“So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, to be both Lord & Messiah!” - 2:36

Peter, who had failed at the crucial moment, now points the finger of accountability
at the same mob who cried out “Crucify!” Peter speaks directly to those who were
part of the frenzied horde that bartered Jesus for Barabbas & pointedly declares;
God himself has overthrown their villainy. Mere weeks /4 he was hiding behind a
locked door. Days after he’s seen the risen Jesus he’s back in his boat fishing
seemingly adrift in life & faith. Bur Now...he emerges as judge & jury of those who've
already begun to mock the spirit-filled disciples... ‘they’re just drunk.” What happened
to Peter? To what do we attribute this transformation?

The exact same thing that happens to every other follower of Jesus. Peter is filled v/
the Holy Spirit who draws us to faith in Christ & points us like a fire hose at the world
around us & says “give ‘em what you got.” Peter stands amidst a crowd of disciples
surrounded by scoffers & knows HE’s the one standing on the solid foundation of
God's fulfillment of 2 promises that change the destiny & shape of human life
forever after. He has, in the last month & 7%, seen death sin & evil crushed under the
feet of the resurrected Jesus AND in this moment the Spirt of God, the same that
crafted the universe at God’s command — the same Spirt that raised Jesus from the
grave, the same Spirit the Father promised would signal the glorious reconciled
reunion 2/t God & his creation now dwelling in all who trust the risen Jesus for life
abundant eternal forgiven & free AND surrender themselves to it.

He says: “..what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days,’
God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people...” & then “So let everyone in Israel
know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord &
Messiah!” Saviour & King...Ruler & Defender...God himself here for us... ¥/ us
...dwelling “/in us. Christ is risen & the Spirit of God that raises the dead lives in you!
As the violent rumbling of the Spirit quiets, Peter sees here & now that life cannot go

on as it always has...Christ is risen & the Spirit of God that raises the dead lives in you!
Then Peter stepped forward %/ the eleven other apostles & shouted to the crowd...

The Holy Spirit is the renovating/renewing/resurrecting power of God’s Presence.
The Spirit is the source of new birth, life & faith. The great news...God does not deal
in 2-measures, or restrict blessings to occasional moments, once-in-awhile
circumstances...given out only to the already ready. God sends his Spirit to fill each
of us overflowing erupting ¥/ his power & love & healing presence...EVERY DAY...
How did Jesus say it? “Anyone wha is thirsty may come to me! Anyone who believes in
me may come & drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘RIVERS of living water will flow from their
heart.” John 7:37-38 When was the last time you felt or acted like a RIVER? Why so
long? You see...

From here on the Spirit did 2 things instantly to those early followers of Jesus.

1st they displayed a courage unheard of until that moment. They stopped being
cowards hiding behind locked doors keeping their lips sealed for fear someone
might take offense & instead fearlessly shared the Gospel of Christ crucified & risen
for the healing of the nations. They became proclaimers of hope...encouragement
... life bigger & more lasting more joy-filled than anything this world can offer. Of
course they declared the good news of death’s defeat, evil's extinction, sin’s
forgiveness & eternal life given as a gift, but they also LivED magnetic ¥/ peace &
love that crossed every social boundary in a kindness that could not be denied.




They went out of their way to engage the people around them in the hope that some
would be drawn in by the Spirit at work through them. As Paul writes to the church in
Corinth: I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means | might save
some. | do all this for the sake of the gospel that | may share in its blessings. - 1 Cor 9:22-23
courage unheard of...because the gospel & the work of the Spirit won’t permit my silence

And as if that wasn't enough...The Spirit wove them into a fellowship unlike anything
the world had ever seen. Rich & poor, men & women, slave & free, former Jew &
Gentile, old, young, people who'd grown up in faith & those who didn’t know when to
stand up sit down or scratch themselves... All the believers devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, & to fellowship, & to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), & to
prayer...all the believers met together in one place & shared everything they had...They
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, & shared
their meals %/ great joy & generosity - all the while praising God & enjoying the goodwill of
all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being
saved. One hour one day/week simply wasn’t enough — they couldn’t get enough of
each other--- All the believers were united in heart & mind. They felt that what they
owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had...There were no
needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell
them & give the money to the apostles...

These were people of limited power, influence or ability. None were world-shaking
leaders. Their charisma was about like yours or mine & public appeal...minuscule.
Yet they were washed over & renewed by the Holy Spirit & those early followers of
Jesus encouraged each other, challenged each other & held one another accountable to
that same Spirit of Jesus until they saw in their lives/churches the fruit of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, & self-control...&
hospitality/generosity that shook the foundations of the Roman Empire. They knew there
was no limit to how often they could put those fruits & their gifts to the service of
Christ in the life of someone else. They went ¥/ passion & urgency to people they
knew/loved ¥/ the simple message that Jesus is Lord/King...His Love changes lives
...His Spirit will fill you & sustain you come what may & everyone has a gift from
God to offer the world in the name & service of Jesus...who died & was raised again
so that all might have unending abundant life now & always.

The point of Pentecost is that the Holy Spirit brings the work of Christ FOR us to life
IN us & it becomes obvious to the watching world...Pentecost is nor the story of
naturally intrepid courageous people becoming spiritual superheroes. It’s the story
of God working through ordinary people who allow His Spirit to take control...who
surrender themselves to God for God’s purposes even while fear is still present...

who trust that there Is an inexhaustible source of courage & boldness ALREADY AT
WORK /iy us: Jesus...crucified, risen, ascended to rule over all things forever AND the Holy
Spirit...same mighty power that raised Jesus from the grave...given to live W/ & operate
through each of us. What if God really could make you brave? He's done it ¥/ others...

| say this often because it is true: this community called “church” is ALwAYs under
the scrutiny of the world. The not-yet-Xn world is ALwAYs watching the church to see
if this “life in Christ” business really makes a difference...The not-yet-Xn world is
ALWAYS watching to see if we're real & genuine in matching what we say & what we
do...& assumes worst. So it's up to us...you & me to show them who Jesus really is.

Pcost is not some once in a lifetime appearance by the Spirit...to get the church
kicked into high gear before retreating back to heaven. Pcost is a promise kept by
God so that his people would ALWAYS know his presence, ALWAYS live in his power &
ALWAYS be equipped carry out his purpose right where our feet take us every day.

“So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus,

whom you crucified, to be both Lord & Messiah!”

The Spirit always & only ever points to Jesus & what God has done FOR S IN HIM.
Saviour/King — Ruler/Defender — God himself here for us...*/ us...dwelling /i, us.
The Spirit always & only shapes our lives responsive to Jesus...shapes our
character reflective of Jesus...& leads us to trust that what Jesus has done in dying
&rising is...for...us...for-ever.

Bravery is trusting God as God, Living Jesus’ way as Saviour & Lord
and allowing the Holy Spirit to empower & work through you.

As you leave today, be specific & share '/ your neighbour...

TAKE IT HOME

What ‘fears’ do you think most commonly stop Christians you know from speaking, serving,
inviting, praying for, or stepping out in faith to share their faith in Jesus?

What will you pray for the Holy Spirit to do in You
to overcome those fears to act bravely in faith?

(Where do you want the Holy Spirit to help you take the 1 step,
even if you can’t see the whole staircase?)

Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



