WELCOME 17th May 2026 — 7 Easter 26 A
Ephesians 6:10-20

Just a reminder...CHRIST IS RISEN!

Welcome! It's great we're together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week...On May 1, 1915, the British ocean liner Lusitania set
sail from New York City to Liverpool. Almost 2,000 people (m/w/c) were aboard. It
was an amazing ship: vast, quick in the water, comfortable, & luxurious. It had made
this run many times /4. It left the US port amid great jubilation. But this voyage was
its last.

B/4 the ship even left New York, The Imperial German Embassy placed warnings in
50 US newspapers, including in New York, noting the on-going state of war b/t Germany
& her allies & Great Britain & her allies & that the zone of war included the seas
adjacent to the British Isles. Ships transiting those waters were considered viable
targets. We know the rest of the story. On May 7t, a single torpedo hit the ship & 18
minutes later she sank. Never b/4 had there been an attack like this on a civilian
vessel. But the lesson remained...when you enter a war zone, even when you think
you’re not involved in the war, you may experience the worst that war can offer.
Welcome to life following Jesus.

As members of Christ’s family, the church, we live daily on a companion ship of the
Lusitania facing an openly hostile enemy whose attacks come from any direction.
CS Lewis said: “There is no neutral ground in the universe. Every square inch, every split
second is claimed by God, & counterclaimed by Satan.” The great English Preacher
Charles Spurgeon was fond of noting; “When you sleep, remember you are resting on the
battlefield; when you travel, suspect an ambush from every hedge.”

Paul said it like this: A final word: Be strong in the Lord & in his mighty power. Put on all of
God’s armour so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. We
are not unwilling innocents beset by a belligerent foe. We're children of the Crucified
King promised the world’s hatred because we bear his name. Yet, we are more than
conquerors because of Christ who loved us, died & rose for us & has claimed us for
his Father’s reign over all things to make his victory a part of everyday life.

We stand, not to fight against evil people,
but in the victory of Christ over all that is evil.

Let’s pray then explore & experience this together...

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Psalm 144 (selected vss)

Praise be to the Lord my Rock, who trains my hands for war, my fingers for battle. He
is my loving God and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield, in whom
| take refuge... Part your heavens, Lord, and come down; touch the mountains, so that
they smoke. Send forth lightning and scatter the enemy; shoot your arrows and rout
them. Reach down your hand from on high; deliver me and rescue me from the mighty
waters, from the hands of those whose mouths are full of lies, whose right hands are
deceitful.

Heavenly Father, from before there was anything, you loved us & chose us as your dearly
loved children. You have raised us with Christ & seated us even now in your heavenly
holy presence. You have poured your Spirit into our hearts so we might live worthy of the
name “Child of God” & give witness to you in all we are and do. Now again today, plant
our lives solidly in your promises & your strength. May our lives reflect your love, our
words give thanks, & our choices bear the fruit of Your Spirit. Cause us to reach farther,
love more fervently, share more boldly & give more generously because we know your
supply is inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name...Amen.

Let’s sing then hear God'’s word for this morning...

FAITH CHAT:

1. Think of a time in your life when you felt spiritually or emotionally
overwhelmed. What or who helped you hold your ground?

2. Which piece of God’s armour: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation,
the Word, or prayer do you find hardest to actually 'put on'in daily life?
Why do you think that is?



6 EASTER 26 A — KNOWING THE ‘WHY’...WHO TO FoLLow

A final word: Be strong in the Lord & in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armour so that
you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. | love that...A final word...
After 3 chapters revelling in the grace of God’s eternal choice to reach into this
world in love to draw each & every one of us to his heart through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ: forgive sin, defeat evil, & break the chains of death...3 full chapters
proclaiming how IN CHRIST the Father makes us His beloved sons & daughters by
CHRIST dying, rising, & reigning over all things...solely an act of God’s grace...it's a gift.
3 chapters proclaiming the good news that God IN CHRIST is redeeming all things &
bringing them back to unity under Christ’s authority. THEN...

Then 2% chapters of how that grace & love & the power that raised Christ from the
dead is now alive & at work in us to be lived in plain sight for all the world to see &
by which it is blessed through us...2"2 chapters of how God’s love & power in us
should shape how we love others...especially “/in the house of faith but /oyt regard
everywhere we are...even if those acts of love, kindness, witness or service seem like
they are falling on deaf ears & hard hearts:|| 22 chapters pointing to you/me/church as
God’s new humanity, his pilot project showcasing how he is restoring all things to
the way they are intended to be from /4 the beginning. AFTER ALL THAT... A final word...

A final word: Watch your back. Keep your eyes peeled. Head on a swivel. Suspect an
ambush from every hedge. Who lives that way!? Paul says WE should. It's not just
Paul...Peter too...Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, & be strong in
your faith. - 1 Pt 5:8-9 & James S0 humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, & he will
flee from you. Come close to God, & God will come close to you. - Jas 4:7 The witness of
the NT...apostles all in agreement...throughout Jesus’ life & ministry & beyond they
saw the hard evidence...EVILIS REAL. And that reality crowds itself into our world
often enough that we ought to know sometimes this world ¥/ all its beauty & glorious
splendor & immense joy can become an impact crater of pain, hurt, & tragedy,
borne of malicious demonic ugliness. But Paul continues his warning %/ a further
caution... Evil does not look like we often think it does:||

We compartmentalize evil into really BiG obvious things...We tell ourselves if people
aren’t being marched off to concentration camps or killing fields or being attacked,
killed & taken hostage to be brutalized from a music festival; then it really isn’t “evil.”
And we create cartoon or Hollywood caricatures to lull ourselves into believing we'd
spot evil for sure if it came calling... We even attach the word “evil” to our least
favourite people...but evil isn’t them either...sorry to disappoint you. For we are not
fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers & authorities of the unseen

world, against mighty powers in this dark world, & against evil spirits in the heavenly places.
Remember what Jesus said we’d face in this world as his people: hatred, mockery,
attack, & persecution...all because we are his & no longer are part of the belief
systems, worldviews, operating methods, or mindset of this world. We now IN CHRIST
live from a wholly different set of values, attitudes, aspirations, hopes, dreams &
desires all built on the sacrificial love & redeeming grace of Jesus & the work of the
Holy Spirit in us. Anything that seeks to shift our devotion from Jesus to something
of this world is...Evil. Anything that seeks to stand b/ my attachment by faith to
Christ & Christ himself is...Evil. Every distraction distortion or diversion pointing me
away from following Jesus or bidding for my attention & affection is... Evil.

Jer 2:13 God says: ‘My people have committed two evils. They have abandoned me — the
fountain of living water. And they have dug for themselves cracked cisterns that can hold no
water at alll” - Jer 2:13 What is evil? Anything that coerces you to abandon Christ, the
source of living water. Evil is whatever corrupts your desires away from God. Evil is
whatever tempts you to choose broken cisterns over a life-giving relationship %/
Jesus. That is evil. Preferring anything to God. Because anything measured against
Christ is a broken cistern. Anything (friendship, relationship, job expectation, vocation...)
that wedges itself o/; you & Christ...Evil. Paul simply does not want the church of
Jesus Christ to catch a torpedo because we are not paying attention to the schemes
& strategies of the evil one...who wants us headed in any direction except ¥/ Jesus.

The good news here...Remember, Jesus said: “The thief comes only to steal & kill &
destroy. | came that you may have life & have it abundantly (to the full).”- Jn 10:10 Jesus’
intention for your life & mine is the fullness of his life, love, joy, hope, & peace - his
relationship in the Father’s presence - at all times in all circumstances. And...Jesus
does not leave us unguarded or unprotected in this life to face the tricks, traps, &
treachery of evil...or those who have surrendered to it. S0 as God builds his house/church,
as God carefully & intentionally constructs his family to reveal his character &
eternal purposes here on earth...gathers us as the place where God intends to
come & dwell/live among His people...God arms us %/ a Spiritual “security system” —
equips us ¥/ a built in Spiritual defense mechanism to enable us to “stand firm” in
the face of onslaughts by the evil one & all his little friends who are conscripted into
the service of evil... Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armour so you will be able to
resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. Evil is
real & it is always threatening but Jesus equips us for abundant life in victory over
evil...here...now.

Now...I don’t plan to dissect every implement/weapon here...other than to note that
Paul’s armouring of our lives is complete...there are no gaps in our protection. From



helmet to shoes — head to heart to toes...We are fully equipped...Paul is saying that
Christ defends us in every way from the corrupting influence of the enemy by
encasing every part of our lives in his death/rez. When we are baptized into Christ
he claims every cell & fiber of our being. | know | say this often, but it is absolutely true...
When every part of our existence - our hopes, dreams, failures, work, fears, worries,
relationships, pleasures, disappointments, marriages, children & so on...are founded
on & anchored in the Gospel, rooted & growing in his church, Jesus equips us for
abundant life in victory over evil...here/now. encases every part of our lives in his death/rez

And | want to point to a couple of things here...1st - Such a donning of God’s armour
does not create us as an isolated walled off community which does not hear the
cries of others. It does not lock us away from the needs & distresses of the world
around us. In fact, being so armoured protects us from despair, cynicism, & apathy.
To be armoured by the gospel of Jesus is to become more open to others...to hear
the cries & share the burdens to ease the pain & feed the hearts & hopes left
wanting & wounded by the empty promises & broken cisterns on this world.

2nd to be appropriately armoured up does not suggest you are off to engage in
solitary combat. The verbs & pronouns throughout are all plural. What a great
reminder that evil is resisted by the church’s life together. We don’t stand firm
outside the fellowship of disciples. Standing firm is not something we can do by
ourselves, but only as a community. To cut yourself off from the community of faith
is equivalent of stripping yourself of any protection against evil's assaults. Be strong
in the Lord & in his mighty power. Not in My mighty power. We can only face our daily
struggles & the evil in this world wrapped up/supported/protected by the truth that
apart from Jesus Christ’s life/death/rez we are lost...& so is the world & everything &
everyone in it. But girded & guarded by the truth that he has given his life for us &
lives for us & speaks to God on our behalf...nothing can harm us...

Last thing...a final word? Evil is real & it is always threatening but Jesus equips us
for abundant life in victory over evil...here...now. And To stand is not to stand still.
Jesus left us a final command about our work in this world: “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about
me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, & to the ends of the earth.”
The overwhelming assumption of the NT/apostles & the early church is that
wherever a follower of Jesus goes they're sharing what God in Christ has done & is
doing in our lives...that we are visible vocal agents of grace who can only talk about
our crucified Saviour ‘cos we don't have anything else. Everything Paul has outlined
from the first to final word in this letter is a witness strategy for followers of Jesus in
a hostile world, not a strategy for aggression. All these are defensive weapons...

They are the way Jesus works in your life & mine to protect us — to ward off attacks
& keep us strong...to help us not get knocked down — to keep us standing our
ground when the evil one throws everything he has at us...Our only offensive
weapons are these: ...take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in
the Spirit at all times & on every occasion. Stay alert & be persistent in your prayers for all
believers everywhere. And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so | can
boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews & Gentiles alike.
God’s word & prayer...The minute | begin to believe my words are superior to God'’s
or my thoughts are better than God’s or my ideas/way are better than God's, I'm
dead...| lose everything. The minute | neglect the ongoing conversation that is
prayer...when | try to do something /ot first seeking God'’s insight & wisdom...! fail.
Ps 16:11 — In your presence is fullness of joy in your right hand you hold pleasure forever...
Anything else is nothing... Evil is real & it is always threatening but Jesus equips us for
abundant life in victory over evil...here...now. And To stand is NoT to stand still.

1.Jn 3:8 says, “The Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil.” But did Jesus do
that through a violent attack on hell? Through legions of angels storming the eternal
inferno? Through the overthrow of Rome & the upraising of a Xn government?
No...but by taking our sin on his shoulders & allowing him & our sin to be nailed to
the cross when by His rez sin/death/evil could be destroyed forever. The powers of
evil are defeated not by brute force, mktg genius, or political prowess but by the
relentless unstoppable suffering love of Jesus Christ. And as long as we have life in
this world, that unstoppable love empowers us for every encounter ¥/ evil...

We are not unwilling innocents beset by a belligerent foe. We're children of the
Crucified King promised the world’s hatred because we bear his name. Yet, we are
more than conquerors because of Christ who loved us, died & rose for us & has
claimed us for his Father’s reign over all things to make his victory a part of our
everyday life.

We stand, not to fight against evil people,
but in the victory of Christ over all that is evil.

As you leave today, be specific & share "/ your neighbour...
TAKEITHOME = Where in your life do you want to see Christ’s victory made more
evident so others can see his work in you?
Maybe not something heroic, just something faithful & within your reach...
Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



