WELCOME 10th May 2026 — 6 Easter '26 A
Ephesians 5:1-20

Just a reminder...CHRIST IS RISEN! & Happy Mother’s Day!

Welcome! It's great we're together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life,
& equip you to share that */ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week...Boys will be boys — Every teen rebels at some point -
What'd you expect she’s (this neighbourhood, family)

Sometimes our expectations are low...we assume the worst...we anticipate chaos...
our highest hope is for failure... Bur...

Among followers of Jesus it’s a different story: Imitate God, therefore, in everything you
do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of
Christ. He loved us & offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.

Because you are God’s dear children...the expectation is that your life & mine will be
like the one who called us his own, bought us from sin, death, & evil @ the cost of
his One & Only Son, & lives in us by his Holy Spirit. “Child of God™: More than a
nametag...More than what you think about God...More than how you spend your
Sundays...But the life you actually lead. A way of living so shaped by the forgiving
restoring love you've received that it mirrors Christ himself, who didn't just talk about
sacrifice but became one.

From day one, Jesus’ invitation was simply, “Follow me.” Knowing who you follow
changes everything because whoever you follow, you eventually begin to resemble.
That's why Paul doesn'’t just tell us what to believe ABout Jesus, but to live/walk LIKE
him. Live/Walk in love. Live/Walk in the light. Live/Walk wisely. Life in Christ is never
just information about Jesus it’s an invitation to follow him so closely that his love
begins to show up in the way we talk, the way we treat people, how we structure our
lives, & the choices we make when no one is looking. The greatest transformation in
our lives begins the moment we stop admiring Jesus from a distance & start
following him up close...every day. Because...

Everyone follows someone.
Can people tell you follow Jesus?

Let’s pray then explore & experience this together...

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Psalm 36:7ff - How precious is your unfailing love, O God! All humanity finds shelter in
the shadow of your wings. You feed them from the abundance of your own house,
letting them drink from your river of delights. For you are the fountain of life, the light by
which we see light.

Heavenly Father, from before there was anything, you loved us & chose us as your dearly
loved children. Lead us forever in the way of Jesus as his flock responsive to his voice,
not the voices of the world or the pull of our own desires. Shape us daily in the likeness of
Jesus Christ, who walked in love & gave himself for us as a fragrant offering...a sacrifice
to You. Shape our hearts to imitate your goodness, to live in the light, & to walk wisely in
these days. Give us discernment to know what is pleasing to you, courage to turn from
what is false, boldness to invite others into the joy of your love & grace to obey whatever
Christ commands. May our lives reflect your love, our words give thanks, & our choices
bear the fruit of Your Spirit. Cause us to reach farther, love more fervently, share more
boldly & give more generously because we know your supply is inexhaustible. We pray in
Jesus’ name...Amen.

Let’s sing then hear God’s word for this morning...

FAITH CHAT:

1. In what ways do children imitate their parents? (positively or negatively)

2. What would you be doing if you were not following Jesus? (different in your life)



6 EASTER 26 A — KNOWING THE ‘WHY’...WHO TO FoLLow

I've said more than once that the more often you read the Bible, the more often what
you read just stops you in your tracks...& you think, I never saw that v/,...Did | miss that
last time?...is that what it really says? Take this week... 1 Kings 11...Solomon, Israel’s
wisest king, is on the throne. The king who prayed to God for a “listening
heart/wisdom”when he was crowned...built the temple & a massive palace...had
guests from all over the world visiting him ¥/ gifts of tons of gold & all manner of fine
goods so they could tap into his wisdom. | read: Now King Solomon loved many foreign
women. Besides Pharaoh’s daughter, he married women from Moab, Ammon, Edom,

Sidon, & from among the Hittites. The Lord had clearly instructed the people of Israel, “You
must not marry them, because they will turn your hearts to their gods.” Yet Solomon insisted
on loving them anyway. He had 700 wives of royal birth & 300 concubines. And in fact, they
did turn his heart away from the Lord. - 1 Kg 11:1-3

Now | knew the basics of that story...still gobsmacked by that 700/300 stuff...Mother’s
Day must have been crazy! But this part: The Lord had clearly instructed the people of
Israel, “You must not marry them, because they will turn your hearts to their gods.” Yet
Solomon insisted on loving them anyway. And in fact, they did turn his heart away from the Lord.
| could be wrong...but | think Solomon’s heart was already turned away following its
own desires long /4 he got to wife 200...or concubine 95. Yet Solomon insisted...
Seems Solomon had long decided to follow his own desires NoT God’s commands.
And in fact...Like we noted earlier...who/whatever you follow, you eventually begin to
resemble...At the end of his life Solomon looked NOTHING like his father King David &
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING like the King God called him to be. He resembled a guy who
simply followed his own desires...like any one of us or those we know...wisdom was wasted

Last week | mentioned that to really understand the thought behind Scripture you
often have to read the passage in the full context in which it appears. Eph 5 to 4
concludes: “And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember,
he has identified you as his own, guaranteeing you will be saved on the day of redemption.
Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, & slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God
through Christ has forgiven you.” Which leads into...Imitate God, therefore, in everything
you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example
of Christ. He loved us & offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.
There’s that word, ‘therefore.” Everything Paul calls for from us grows from the soil
of grace...what God has done for us in Christ, what he has rescued/saved us FRom
AND Who he has chosen us 10 BE. Everything in us now is the fruit of God’s eternal
choice to reach into this world in love to draw each & every one of us to his heart

through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ: forgive sin, defeat evil, & break the chains of
death...& become people who SEE JESUS IN & BE JESUS TO each other.

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Not “so
that you might become a beloved child,” but because you already are - have already
been adopted as - a beloved child. QuickLy...Other expressions of faith (all the known
religions of the world) teach that if you keep god’s rules well enough, you might be
accepted as one of god’s people. Pray enough the proper way, deny yourself
sufficiently, give enough to the religious pursuit, do sufficient good deeds, smite the
infidel...& maybe you're in. Jesus tossed that kind of empty striving out the window.
He declared we are God’s beloved & are made so by His dying, rising, & reigning
over all things. We ARE children of the heavenly Father solely by an act of God's grace/gift.
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, for he calls us his children, & that is
what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s
children because they don’t know him. Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he
has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will
be like him, for we will see him as he really is. — 1 Jn 3:1-2

And because that is true...because you & | are loved by the Father as Jesus was
loved by the Father...because we are united ¥/ Christ, baptized into his death/rez,
God looks at us ¥/ the same pleasure & love He has for Jesus (n 17:23) And because
that is true...How God loves us should shape how we love others...especially ¥/, the
house of faith but W/t regard everywhere we are. We should look at folks around us
in love & live like we mean it & become people who see Jesus IN & Be JEsus TO each
other. The words of Jesus that haunt me the most...Mt 25:31ff...sheep/goats. When
Son of Man comes in his glory the nations will be gathered to him & he will separate them...
left/right-sheep/goats...when did we see? “..when you did it to one of the least of these
my brothers & sisters, you were doing it to me!” How God loves us should shape how
we love others...especially ¥/ir the house of faith but W/o,t regard everywhere we are.
We should look at folks around us in love & live like we mean it & become people
who see Jesus IN & BE JEsus TO each other. Our acts of love toward others are
ultimately for Jesus, even if they seem like they are being wasted on the person for
whom you do them:|| Father sends rain/sun on just/unjust — evil/good (vt 5:43-45).
Jesus didn't just talk about sacrifice...ne became one...for us so THAT we become
equally sacrificial for others.

Here's the powerful part of this...At every step God tells us what he expects from us
but then...he empowers us to actually do it...The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from
the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to
your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. Therefore, dear brothers & sisters,




you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. For if you live by its
dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
your sinful nature, you will live.” - Rom 8:11-13 | don’t have to be Solomon...a slave to
my own worst instincts...| am not a victim/slave of my DNA, my parents’ mistakes,
what's trending on social media, or some terrible horrible that happened when | was
a kid. 3X here in Eph 5 Paul says THIS is what shapes & equips our relationships ¥/
one another, & the life we actually lead %/ those outside the body of Christ...what
God has already done for us to make us his own.

"Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do...

10 Carefully determine what pleases the Lord...

7 Don't act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do...

The only standard...measure...norm for our lives is the Father who gave his Only
Son to suffer/die/rise so that His life could be made visible in me/you. For once you
were (full of) darkness, but now you (have) are light from the Lord. So live as people of light.
For this light within you produces only what is good, right & true. NB the parentheses.
That’s what we read today...pull out the parentheses & you have the literal Gk.
“You were darkness but now you are light from the Lord.” By dying & rising v/
Christ you have been fundamentally transformed, born again, born from above. So
many of us live so scared of failure...absolutely petrified we’re going to mess
something up & this person we know is never going to trust in Jesus...So we don't
say anything ever...We don’t have to go out & try to become light: impossible. All we
are called to do is live in line %/ who God has now made us. “Live as people of light.”
Live the change God has effected %/in you in Christ.

Between those last 2, Paul writes, So be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but
like those who are wise. Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Life as a
follower of Jesus is meant to be deliberate...intentional... “TAKE IT HOME” is not an
option. You can't drift into a closer fellowship ¥/ Jesus. You can't coast into a life that
engages others & invites them into the eternal joy of a relationship ¥/ the Father.
When | was in Uni my roommate’s girlfriend was different. If she was driving a car &
got scared, she’d let go of the steering wheel & cover her eyes. | guess Jesus took
the wheel or something...& every now & then he’'d go somewhere ¥/ her & come
back white as a sheet...because he’d had to grab the steering wheel because she
let it go. | guess you can drive that way or you can live wisely, deliberately choosing
your course so that even %/ a perceived threat you aren’t randomly careening down
the road. Paul says we are to pay close attention to the circumstances, conditions &
people in our sweep of the world so we aren’t just going ¥/ the flow but are in fact
choosing how we spend our $$, days, allowing the Holy Spirit to shape our choices,

decisions, values, attitudes & aspirations...guide how we approach/relate to others
so that you aren’t just swept along wherever the current mood takes you.

Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, singing psalms, hymns & spiritual songs among yourselves, & making music to the
Lord in your hearts. And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. It's always about who calls the shots in your life...either it’s your
own appetites & inclinations (Solomon) OR it’s the Holy Spirit that leads you into a
continual awareness of God'’s power at work IN you & God’s transforming love at
work THROUGH Yyou. Like Jesus said, My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, they follow
me. | give them eternal life, & they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from
me, for my Father has given them to me & he is more powerful than anyone else. Jn 10:27-29

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life
filled */ love, following the example of Christ. He loved us & offered himself as a sacrifice for
us, a pleasing aroma to God. Because you are God'’s dear children...the expectation is
your life & mine will be like the one who called us his own, bought us from sin,
death, & evil @ the cost of his One & Only Son, & lives in us by his Holy Spirit. “Child
of God” is more than a nametag...more than what you think about Jesus ...more than
how you spend your Sundays...But the life you actually lead. A way of living so
shaped by the forgiving restoring love you've received that it mirrors Christ himself,
who didn't just talk about sacrifice but became one. Jesus’ invitation is always &
only, “Follow me.” Knowing who you follow changes everything because whoever you
follow, you eventually begin to resemble. Life in Christ is never just information
about Jesus it's an invitation to follow him so closely that his love begins to show up
in the way we talk, the way we treat people, how we structure our lives, & the
choices we make when no one is looking. The greatest transformation in our lives
begins the moment we stop admiring Jesus from a distance & start following him up
close...every day. Because...

Everyone follows someone.
Can people tell you follow Jesus?

As you leave today, be specific & share "/ your neighbour...
TAKEITHOME Who in your life needs to see & experience the love of Jesus

through the way you treat them this week?

Maybe not something heroic, just something faithful & within your reach...
Let’s pray together with that in mind...
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.



