
 

 

Group Bible Study/Discussion: 

1. Read Luke 5:17-32. What questions immediately come to mind? What do you find most 
challenging? Why?  

2. What do the actions of the paralyzed man’s friends show about what they think of 
Jesus? How are the friends an example to us as we seek to speak of Jesus and be 
conformed to him? 

3. Why do you believe Jesus forgave the paralyzed man’s sin, but waited to heal him until 
challenged by the religious leaders? How would you respond to a struggling or suffering 
Christian who said, “I’m grateful I’m forgiven, but Jesus seems not to care about the 
crisis I’m facing right now”? 

4. What motivates the religious leaders to react to Jesus the way they do? What do you 
think the real issue is for? 

5. What do you think was so compelling about Jesus’ call to follow him that Levi was 
prepared to leave his wealth and his old way of life behind? 

6. What can you conclude about Levi’s social status from the details Luke gives? How 
was he viewed by others? What kind of people did he associate with? Why do the 
Pharisees have a go at Jesus & his disciples for spending time with Levi & his friends? 

7. What might it have cost Levi to follow Jesus? (What was he leaving behind?) 

8. The first thing Levi does when he starts to follow Jesus is throw a huge party. Does this 
surprise you? What does throwing a party have to do with following Jesus? Think about 
who is at this party. What might the fishermen have had to say to the tax collectors & 
“sinners”? 

9. How might Jesus’ words in vss 5:31-32 have challenged how his listeners thought 
about God? What advantage do “sinners” have over religious people when it comes to 
faith in Jesus? 

10. What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a 
result of engaging with this text? 
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COME TO JESUS  

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION    GREAT ARE YOU LORD (ALL SONS & DAUGHTERS) 

SONG:     Goodness of God  

WELCOME & PRAYER OF THE DAY: (together) 

GROW IN HIS GRACE 

SONG:     Thy Word (AT 246) 

BIBLE READING:    Luke 5:17-32 

17 One day while Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees & teachers of religious law were 

sitting nearby. (It seemed that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee & 

Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) The Lord’s healing power was strongly with Jesus. 

18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. They tried to take him 

inside to Jesus, 19 but they couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. So they went up to 

the roof & took off some tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into the 

crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man, “Young man, 

your sins are forgiven.” 21 But the Pharisees & teachers of religious law said to 

themselves, “Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this in 

your hearts? 23 Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up & walk’? 24 So I will 

prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus 

turned to the paralyzed man & said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, & go home!” 
25 Immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, picked up his mat, & went 

home praising God. 26 Everyone was gripped with great wonder & awe, & they praised 

God, exclaiming, “We have seen amazing things today!” 

27 Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him. 28 So Levi got up, left everything, & 

followed him. 

29 Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honour. Many of 

Levi’s fellow tax collectors & other guests also ate with them. 30 But the Pharisees & their 

teachers of religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat & drink 

with such scum?” 31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor; sick 

people do. 32 I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who 

know they are sinners to repent.” 



  

 

THE MESSAGE:   WHAT IF GOD COULD...FORGIVE YOU 

OFFERING SONG:    In Christ Alone  

THE CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe that God has made me and all that exists. He has given & still 
preserves my body & soul, mind & senses & all my abilities. 

God also gives me food & clothing, work & money, home & family & all I 
need from day to day. 

He defends me against all danger & guards & protects me from all evil. 
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
although I surely do not deserve it. All I can do is thank and praise, 
serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord. 

I believe that Jesus Christ is my Lord. He is truly God & has always been 
the Son of the Father. He is also truly human, born of the Virgin Mary.  

He has redeemed me a lost & condemned creature, won & purchased me 
from sin, death & the devil not with silver or gold, but with his holy & 
precious blood & his innocent suffering & death so that I may be his & 
live under him in his kingdom & serve him forever in righteousness, 
innocence & blessedness just as he is risen from the dead & lives & 
reigns eternally. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins & the life everlasting. Amen 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, made me holy & kept me in true 
faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, & makes holy the 
whole Christian church on earth, & keeps it with Jesus Christ in one true 
faith.  

In this Christian church He daily & richly forgives all my sins & the sins 
of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me & all the dead, & give 
eternal life to me & all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 

PRAYERS:  

THE COMMUNION: 

Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Worship during Communion:   
VIDEO – I WANT TO KNOW YOU (CityAlight) 

GO IN HIS POWER 
THE BLESSING: 

(Name), † child of God, you are forgiven, restored & free!  
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

SONG:    Love Divine all Loves Excelling (LH 164) 

SHOW HIS LOVE 
All songs & music in worship used under the licensing agreement of CCL Licence 384660 

 

Remember:  

No one is beyond God’s forgiveness,  
and no one is outside God’s welcome. 

 


