Group Bible Study/Discussion:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. What questions immediately come to mind as you read?
What do you find most challenging/encouraging?

2. What do you think of Paul’s visionary experience? Why do you believe he shares it
here? What might have been the purpose of this vision if Paul was not permitted to
speak of its content?

3. How do we usually treat our weaknesses? If instead of excusing them, hiding them, or
allowing them to stop us from doing something, how does Paul challenge you here?

4. Why do you think the Bible is purposefully vague about Paul’s thorn in the flesh? Paul
says he pleaded with the Lord three times for the thorn to be removed. How do you
usually respond when God does not answer your prayers the way you hoped?

5. How do you interpret: “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness”?

6. How have you experienced God’s grace being sufficient during difficult seasons? How
does Paul’'s “learned humility” sound similar to your experience?

7. Re-read our theme verse (vs 9s). What do you think would that look like in your life if
you were “boasting” or “rejoicing” in your weakness so that Christ could, in that very
place, make his strength emerge through you?

8. Re-read verse 10. Paul writes about all of the things he suffered as a result of his
preaching the Gospel: “...that | suffer for Christ.” How is his suffering in obedience
perhaps the key to understanding his full point here?

Compare Paul’s words with 1 Peter 2:19-21. What similarities do you notice?
9. Compare the last sentence in verse 10 with the following & discuss what you read:
Matthew 19:30, 20:16; Luke 1:46-55, 14:11; 1 Corinthians 1:27-29; 1 Samuel 2:7-8

10. What might God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a

result of engaging with this text?

Remember:
Jesus does not lift us out of our weaknesses.
He joins us to strengthen us in them.
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WELCOME & PRAYER:

GROWIN IS GRACE
OPENING SONG: Vipeo - SING (Stiff & Zimmer)

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

1 This boasting will do no good, but | must go on. | will reluctantly tell about visions &
revelations from the Lord. 2| was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago.
Whether | was in my body or out of my body, | don’'t know—only God knows. 3 Yes, only
God knows whether | was in my body or outside my body. But | do know “that | was
caught up to paradise & heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in
words, things no human is allowed to tell.
5That experience is worth boasting about, but I'm not going to do it. | will boast only about
my weaknesses. 8 If | wanted to boast, | would be no fool in doing so, because | would be
telling the truth. But | won’t do it, because | don’t want anyone to give me credit beyond
what they can see in my life or hear in my message,  even though | have received such
wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from becoming proud, | was given a thorn
in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me & keep me from becoming proud.
8 Three different times | begged the Lord to take it away. ? Each time he said, “My grace is
all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now | am glad to boast about my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. °That's why | take
pleasure in my weaknesses, & in the insults, hardships, persecutions, & troubles that |
suffer for Christ. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

CHILDREN’S TIME:

FAITH CHAT:

1. Who is the “strongest” person you know?

2. In what circumstances in life do you feel “weakest” or least capable?
THE MESSAGE: WHAT IF GOD REALLY COULD...MAKE YOU STRONG

OFFERING SONG:  Vibeo— WHAT Love My Gob (City Alight)



THE NICENE CREED:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS:

THE COMMUNION:
Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.
Worship during Communion:
VIDEo — YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL (Maranatha! Music)

GOINHIs FOwER
THE BLESSING:
(Name), T child of God,
Christ alone makes you strong
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SONG: VIDEO — GRACE AWAITING ME (Emu Music)

SHOWFIIS[ OVE

Continue praying through the week:
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.
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