
WELCOME 31st May 2026 – 1 Pentecost ’26 A 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

Welcome! It’s great we’re together again As always...you have in your hands our weekly 
Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in your life, 
& equip you to share that w/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website 

As we move into this week... Kintsugi The centuries-old Japanese art of repairing 
broken pottery using lacquer infused w/ powdered gold/silver/platinum. Rather than 
hiding the cracks, the technique highlights them, treating breakage & repair as part 
of an object’s history rather than its end. Its legacy becomes beauty built from 
brokenness. Rather than pretending something was never broken...or counting the 
broken as useless; the broken places become the focal point of restored splendor. 

Like the ancient mosaics or modern stained glass...the beauty is in the crafting of 
the broken fragments into a new restored wholeness. The disjointed & disconnected 
united into something of majesty & magnificence.   

As Paul writes to the church in Corinth, he says, “That’s you!” Rather than hiding our 
weakness, or giving our weakness the final word to stop us from doing something, 
Paul says God’s grace & strength will be revealed most clearly in the places where 
we are vulnerable, fragile, or weak but at the same time, fully dependent on Him.  

“So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses,  
so that the power of Christ can work through me.” 

The body of Christ is not strengthened by pretending the cracks are not there. 
Neither are we faithful if we allow our broken & weak places to drive us to despair & 
inaction. Rather, God’s grace & strength are revealed when His people honestly 
admit need, weakness, & struggle allowing Christ to bring restoration in ways that 
never happen outside his healing hands. Christian strength is found in trusting that 
God’s grace is abundantly sufficient, & Christ’s strength meets us in our weakness. 

Jesus does not lift us out of our weaknesses. 
He joins us to strengthen us in them. 

Let’s pray together then experience the work of the Holy Spirit today… 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Psalm 73:25-26 

Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

My flesh and my heart may fail but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 

forever.  

Lord God, Remind us again today that you alone are our true strength, fortress, & reward 

forever. Where we see weakness in ourselves, when life feels uncertain, when we are 

aware of our own limitations, draw us back to you. Open our hearts now to your Word & by 

your Spirit, teach us to rely not on ourselves, but on your grace & power at work within us. 

You Lord raise the dead & have poured that same Spirit into us. Cause us to reach farther, 

love more fervently, share more boldly & give more generously because we know your 

supply is inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name... Amen. 

Let’s sing then hear God’s word this morning... 
 

 

FAITH CHAT:   

1. Who is the “strongest” person you know?  

2. In what circumstances in life do you feel “weakest” or least capable? 
 
 
 
  



1 PENTECOST ’26 A - WHAT IF GOD REALLY COULD…MAKE YOU STRONG 

The ‘haka’…it has similarities across many cultures. In ancient times, boasting was 
a soldier’s ritual b/4 battle…a common warfare ritual. To get your soldiers/warriors to 
charge across the field, engage an enemy in brutal bloody hand-to-hand combat w/ 
all their might & ferocity & maybe die in the process, you unleashed a ritual boast. 
Some bold depiction of the vultures feasting on those guys over there by 
sundown…slay our enemies see them driven b/4 us & hear the lamentations of their 
women. That’s how we’ll win! It’s trash talk that makes us look good & those guys 
look bad. The coach’s locker room spray – the captain’s speech b/4 kickoff…the 
haka…all versions of the ritual boast.  The Sunday sermon? 

Scholars suggest that in Corinth, this kind of boasting had crept into the church. 
After Paul planted the church in Corinth, appointed leaders & moved on; other gifted 
speakers & visionary leaders arrived. The problem…they claimed to be better than 
Paul. Smarter. Better speakers. Better gifts. Higher profile in the community. More 
sophisticated. They attacked Paul’s credentials as an apostle & most insultingly…on 
his ability to communicate the Gospel. So Paul writes this particular letter to address 
that particular challenge…it was one he faced repeatedly.  

So what does he say? Does he say…I have established more churches; I have 
preached the gospel in more lands to more people groups; I have travelled more 
miles…won more converts…written more letters…raised more money…walked with 
God more fervently & seen more visions…commanded the greatest crowds & 
performed the most spectacular miracles. No…in fact it’s exactly the opposite… 
early in this letter he says… 

We think you ought to know, dear brothers & sisters, about the trouble we went through in 
the province of Asia. We were crushed & overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure. We 
thought we would never live through it. In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we 
stopped relying on ourselves & learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. – 2 Cor 

1:8-9 Paul knows…the minute we climb into the spotlight…the second we pat 
ourselves on the back, God fades from view. He in fact makes a big deal of the fact 
that he’d reached the end of his rope…@ his wit’s end…flat as a lizard on a hot rock. 
But instead of beating his chest, he turned to the one who’d breathed new life into 
his lungs. Instead of growling into the chaos he bent his knees to the Father. 

There remains a powerful lie w/in our hearts that says, ‘If I have power/control, then 
life will go the way I want it to.’ “If I do exactly as I choose when I choose…my way,” 
then I’ll live & die happy. This is the tempter @ the heart of sin. It is exactly what we 
want to be true. We want to believe we can fix our lives. We want to believe that 

learning the right technique following the right program adopting the right mindset 
will bring wholeness happiness contentment…success for us our kids our jobs our 
marriages…even our churches. And when it doesn’t work out…we deny blame hide 
or quit. When our limits rear their ugly heads…when there just aren’t enough hours 
in the day or $$$ in the bank…when we just can’t…when the cracks begin to show 
then what? 

So Paul spends all of chapter 11…making fun of boasting about self. He lists his 
actual accomplishments but says in language dripping with sarcasm, “But whatever 

they dare to boast about—I’m talking like a fool again—I dare to boast about it, too. 22 Are 
they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? 
So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like a madman, but I have served 
him far more! I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times 
without number, & faced death again & again….5x 39 lashes…3x beaten w/ rods. Once I 
was stoned. 3x shipwrecked…1x a whole night & a day adrift at sea…I’ve faced danger 
from rivers & robbers...danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. 
I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, & on the seas. I have faced danger from 
men who claim to be believers but are not…I have been hungry & thirsty & have often gone 
w/out food. I have shivered in the cold, w/out enough clothing to keep me warm.”  

You see what Paul is doing… Paul boasts, not about his strengths, but about his 
suffering. He boasts about weakness & suffering as the defining characteristic of his 
ministry. What does Paul boast about? Punishment. Persecution. Hardship. The 
dangerous situations he’s faced, as well as the daily pressure he faces as he cares 
for the churches. Then there’s this…right at the end: Then, besides all this, I have the 

daily burden of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak without my feeling that 

weakness? Who is led astray, & I do not burn with anger? When a person in one of the 
churches is in need, whether spiritual peril, material want, illness, or some other 
crushing crisis, their apostle is burdened. The needs in the churches affect him, & 
he knows & is attentive to those needs. When anyone fails in the church, Paul feels 
the emotional weight of their failure. He’s burdened when someone falls into sin. 
When someone makes ridiculous spiritually harmful choices…live beneath their 
baptismal promises…act like who they are in Christ is only for Sunday or funerals… 
Paul feels the burden of that in his soul. Who is led astray, & I do not burn w/ anger? 

He wraps up Ch 11…If I must boast, I would rather boast about the things that show how 

weak I am. – 2 Cor 11:30 Paul wants us to know…life in Christ…being a follower of 
Jesus is not about status or self-promotion. In a world obsessed w/ glitz & glamour, 
strength & power, we are embraced by a crucified Messiah. He had no home. He 
died a shameful gruesome death. Yet his very exaltation came through his suffering. 
God’s very nature is to give himself sacrificially in service for others & to step into 



the very flesh that suffers. God himself didn’t come into the world throwing his 
weight around. Jesus laid aside any signs of grandeur & domination & came as a 
servant. He came to suffer. And God brought about our salvation not through the 
strength of our Saviour but through his weakness. That’s how God works. Writer 
Andrew Murray says, "We want to conquer our weakness & be freed from it; God wants 

us to allow him into it & even rejoice in it." Check this out… 

So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from 

Satan to torment me & keep me from becoming proud. Why did God give Paul a 
persistent chronic ailment of some kind? We don’t know what it was, only that Paul 
wanted it gone. Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, 

“My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” God refused to remove 
the “thorn” & instead used this weakness to keep Paul from imagining himself a 
spiritual superman. It reminded him of his mortality & weakness which allowed God 
to use his weakness as a means of experiencing God’s power. What if one of God’s 
greatest gifts in your life right now is the very thing you want him to take away? 
What if you are meant to boast in the limitation you hate the most, & see it as one of 
God’s greatest blessings in your life, something that’s even more of a gift than your 
strengths? What if that thing that you see as a “stopper,” a great handbrake on your 
capacities is in fact the thing God wants to use to bring someone you know into his 
family? John Hindley in his book Weakness Our Strength writes, "Christ does not 

compel us to be or to become strong, or to pretend to be strong. It is exhausting to feel the 

relentless requirement of projecting strength." But to cling to the promise of abundant 
sufficient grace...there lies true strength. 

Kintsugi does not celebrate the break itself. The cracks & fractures & vulnerabilities 
are still real. Something valuable has been damaged, & that brokenness is not 
ignored, brushed aside, or trashed. What Kintsugi celebrates though is the careful 
work of restoration. Rather than hiding the cracks, they become visible reminders 
that recreation has occurred. Your weaknesses…My weaknesses…our deep 
wounds, vulnerabilities & fragilities…are real, but they are not the last word. Neither 
are they permitted in the great work of Christ to inhibit his church from declaring 
Christ’s victory by weakness & death over death itself & by rising in triumph over the 
grave & evil clothing us & filling us w/ his mighty power. 

“So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ can work through me.” 

The body of Christ is not strengthened by pretending the cracks are not there. 
Neither are we faithful if we allow our broken & weak places to drive us to despair & 
inaction. Rather, God’s grace & strength are revealed when His people honestly 

admit need, weakness, & struggle allowing Christ to bring restoration in ways that 
never happen outside his healing restoring hands. Christian strength is found in 
trusting that God’s grace is abundantly sufficient, & Christ’s strength meets us in our 
weakness. 

Jesus does not lift us out of our weaknesses. 
He joins us to strengthen us in them. 

As you leave today, be specific & share w/ your neighbour… 
TAKE IT HOME  

Where among your weaknesses & shortcomings this week 
will you ask Christ to make his strength visible & powerful  

so that someone else can see him at work in you? 

Let’s pray together with that in mind…  
Father prepare me for whatever you require today 
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go. 

In Jesus’ Name…Amen. 


