WELCOME 26t April 2026 — 4 Easter 26 A
Ephesians 3:1-7 & 10-21

In case you've forgotten...CHRISTIS RISEN!

Welcome! It's great to be together again today! As always...you have in your hands our
weekly Growing| Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in
your life, & equip you to share that ¥/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

As we move into this week...What if Jesus was Serious? one of the books | got for my
birthday! Skye Jethani, the author asks a great question: fIf Jesus was serious...then why
don’t we take him more seriously? He’s highlighting the gap (sometimes very large gap) /t
what Jesus or the Blble as a whole says, & how disciples like us live...if Jesus was
serious...why don’t we take him more seriously?

Much like the question Jesus asks Martha outside Lazarus’ tomb...he says to her,
am the resurrection & the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, &
everyone who lives & believes in me will never die,” then the critical question: “Do you
believe this?” If Jesus is serious...If the Bible is God’s Word to you...Do you believe it
enough to live it? ...to stake your life on it 1000X as Luther says.

Especially today...Paul confronts us %/ a series of hard truths & forces us to be honest
“If Jesus was serious...how then do we take him more seriously? If this is true...
what do | need to do to live like | believe it?” Paul writes in Ephesians 3: Now all glory
to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely
more than we might ask or think. If Paul is serious...how do we take him more seriously?
Do you believe this is true? Well...

Today we not only hear God speak through his word, but also the living reality of
that word at work through our partnership with Compassion International. Our long-
time friend Di Male will lift up the stories, struggles & successes in which we
participate around the world through our financial & prayerful support. In all things
the truth remains...

We serve a really BIG God, & he is at work right now in you.

Let’s pray then explore & experience this together...

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Psalm 145:3-7 - Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can
fathom. One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty — & I will meditate on your wonderful
works. They tell of the power of your awesome works — & | will proclaim your great deeds.
They celebrate your abundant goodness & joyfully sing of your righteousness

Father, you are able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, and yet we
imagine & ask small. We praise you that your power at work in us is the same power that
raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Open our hearts to your promise so we live trusting &
acting on that assurance. By your Spirit, grow our faith, deepen our love for you and for
one another, widen the impact of your work through us in Wagga Wagga & the world.
Cause us to reach farther, love more fervently, share more boldly & give more generously
because we know your supply is inexhaustible. We pray in Jesus’ name...Amen.

Let’s sing then hear God’s word for this morning...

FAITH CHAT:

1. If someone followed you around this week; watched your decisions, how
you interacted in the community, & your reactions under pressure: what
might they conclude about the God you serve?

2. What's the “biggest” prayer you’ve ever prayed & had it answered as you
hoped?



4 EASTER "26 A — KNOWING THE ‘WHY’... WHOM YOU SERVE

What if Jesus was serious?...I bought the book on the title alone...the cool little cartoon
drawings inside are a bonus. The author calls it A visual guide to the teachings of Jesus we
love to ignore...He’s not wrong. We've been together, many of us, for over 2 decades
& you know I've said this or something like it often: “The Bible is less interested in
whether or not we believe in God (it assumes most people do) & is more concerned
with our response to him.” - Eugene Peterson The issue in the Bible is usually not
what we know or don’t know, what we believe or don't believe...but what we do or
don’t do. The issue is always how we live out what we know or believe...& usually
it's not that we don’t know enough but that we don't live based on what we
know...not knowledge but obedience.

It's Jesus’ question to Martha, ‘Do you believe this?” She responds, “Yes, Lord, I have
always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world
from God.” She is quite clear that her devotion to Jesus & frustration ¥/ him for
allowing her brother Lazarus to die come from a place of deep trust, eternal hope,
AND most crucially living devotion...such that her life moves in rhythm %/ Jesus.
Her “Yes” is obvious in everything she does.

So today as we move into Eph 3 & then celebrate our partnership ¥/ Compassion Int],
that’s the question we each need to answer. “Do you believe this?” & like Martha...
does our answer come from a place of deep trust, eternal hope, AND most crucially
living devotion...such that our lives move in rhythm ¥/ Jesus.

Just to recap a minute...over the last 2 wks...Eph 1 & 2...Paul drives home the point,
that you are/we are loved, chosen, & adopted v CHRIST so Christ himself can dwell
in you as you dwell in him so the world around you can see his grace at work in you
making everything about You resemble Him. AND...as Christ dwells in us, he binds
us together as a walking talking temple set apart for God’s presence & purposes. As
Paul unpacks what all that means he delivers a first hard truth & asks, DYB?

As Eph 3 opens, Paul says God has revealed to him God’s mysterious plan...Paul is
in on what God’s doing...which is? And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles & Jews who
believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part
of the same body, & both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ
Jesus. 1stthing Paul says...The gospel is for everyone. Folks who've grown up
knowing Jesus’ love & those who only hear it today ALL SHARE EQUALLY in the riches
of being God's children. There are no heavenly hierarchies. By dying & rising &
ruling over all things in accord ¥/ God’s plan from /4 he made the world, Jesus has
made it possible for all people to become members of his body, & to share in the

same promise. The door to Christ’s kingdom is narrow...only passes through Jesus,
but it is wide enough for all. There’s 70K or so people in this city...at best maybe 4-5K
are in some sort of relationship %/ Jesus. If it's true, that the gospel is for everyone,
whether they look like you & me or have the same background, heritage, history as
we do...or not...If Paul is serious...Do you believe it? Martha says “Yes” & runs to
get Mary. If that's true...deep trust, eternal hope, AND most crucially living devotion
who should I/you be running to get?

Paul gives us a 2" “Do you believe this?”in vs 10. This is cool...you think | get
excited...huge chunks of this letter are written in long run-on sentences...like Paul
forgot to take a breath or use commas. Paul can’t believe he gets to be part of the
church. He writes this from prison & he’s still excited that he gets to be part of it.
He's so blown away he can barely finish a sentence because he’s caught up in the
wonder of it. God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its
rich variety to all the unseen rulers & authorities in the heavenly places. When Paul looked
at the church, he saw what God is doing. He understood that in us God is
accomplishing something massive. We demonstrate God’s wisdom to the spiritual
powers of the universe. The church is here to show the world its own emptiness &
the fullness available only in Christ Jesus.

Think for a minute...FAiTH CHAT part 2... How does the world operate? What are some of
the operating principles of the world? Hands up...Fear — control — acquire achieve
accumulate — The church has the capacity to speak hope into a world running on
fear...to offer love in the place of apathy (you look after you & I'll look after me) — to tell the
truth in the cesspit of lies — to live obviously as a follower of Jesus when the world
around me says keep that stuff to yourself — to live joyfully when there is so much
despair. We're told regularly that we live more connected than ever, but many
people feel deeply alone. Fast schedules, shallow interactions, digital noise &
smothering social media have made meaningful relationships harder to build. We
can model Kingdom relationships of I--p-p-k-g-g-f-s/c in a world that can’t! We
demonstrate God's wisdom to the spiritual powers of the universe. The church is here to
show the world its own emptiness & the fullness available only in Christ Jesus.

There’s a 31 ‘Do you believe this?” in vs 20...one of my favourite Bible verses: Now all glory to
God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more
than we might ask or think. The church of Jesus Christ is the most important group in
the world. The body of Christ, the company of the saints, the children of God are
more significant in world history than any other group, organization, or nation. even
Texas pales by comparison. We're the ones on this planet who are filled ¥/ the Holy Spirit
that not only hovered over & drew the void of Creation to life, but also raised Christ



from the dead Anp draws us into the life of Christ & empowers/equips us ¥/ every gift
& blessing God gives...to assure us of his presence & guide us into his purposes.

In Christ, you are more able, more capable, & more powerful than you have ever
allowed yourself to be. And God is far more able to work through you than you have
ever allowed him to... We serve a really BIG God, & he is at work right now in you.

John 14:12...the night of Jesus’ betrayal/death he tells his disciples: I tell you the truth,
anyone who believes in me will do the same works | have done, & even greater works,
because | am going to be with the Father.” I'm not about to suggest that every follower
of Jesus should expect to cure paraplegics, resuscitate corpses, multiply food or
send demons scurrying...BUT | will say in the strongest possible loving way...that if
we take Jesus seriously...If we believe this then ¥/ boldness, confident that Jesus
wants to do his work in & through us, we need to make sure that if the gospel is for
everyone, then maybe everyone we engage %/ ought to know it’s for them too...

And If we're here to show the world its own emptiness & the fullness available only
in Christ Jesus maybe we should be intentional about growing our relationships in
love & hope, joy & encouragement, hospitality & generosity...demonstrating God’s
wisdom to the fading failing powers of the world. And if we believe that In Christ, you
are more able, more capable, & more powerful than you have ever allowed yourself
to be. And God is far more able to work through you than you have ever allowed him
to... Then maybe today is the day to take stock of how we as God’s people can in
fact do greater works in this world...

Like we do at one level with Compassion International...Di...

Let's pray... Sovereign Lord, your hand has touched the dry bones of our lives &
given birth to faith in you. Your Word has breathed new life where there was death,
your spirit raised us up from where we lay, your love has brought us home and to
your Cross, and by your grace we stand forgiven, free. Make us now a living sign of
your presence & generous gracious provision to the world. Every word & deed a
further invitation to join you for eternity. Lead us so that we live daily from the place
of deep trust, eternal hope, AND most crucially living devotion...such that our lives
move in rhythm ¥/ Jesus...in your name we pray...Amen



