Group Bible Study/Discussion:

1. Read Ephesians 2. What questions come to you as you read the texts? What do you
find most challenging/encouraging?

2. In Ephesians, Paul contends we are not only SAVED FROM something, but SAVED FOR
something. What are those two separate & distinct ‘somethings’?

3. Paul describes us as being ‘dead’ before Christ, but then 'made alive together with him'.
Where do you feel your life is most “alive” as a follower of Jesus? Where do you
perhaps still feel “dead™? How do you think Christ sees those parts of your life? Why?

4. Paul, here, as in many of his letters, goes to great lengths to describe the unifying
power of Christ's victory over sin, death & the devil. Where do you see that most in
evidence? Where are there still “walls of hostility” among fellow disciples in our
community that you want to see brought down in Jesus’ name? How can you help that
happen? What would it take in your opinion?

5. What does it mean that we are (present tense — right now) seated with Christ in “the
heavenly realms™? What does this say about God's grace? What does this say about
our spiritual authority? How should this knowledge affect our prayers & our boldness?

6. Paul uses a great deal of “belonging” language: words like 'together', 'built, 'joined'.
What picture is Paul painting of what the church is meant to be? How is that best lived
out in your opinion? How well is that lived out in your experience both within a given
church & among the churches in the places you've lived?

7. Why does Paul say we cannot “boast” or “take credit” for our salvation? What do we
know about being “dead” & the inability to effect any influence from that point on? (see
Ecclesiastes 9:5) What is the difference between works-based faith & faith-based
works?

8. How could you use Ephesians 2:1-10 to explain the gospel to a non-Christian friend in
conversation over lunch or coffee?

9. How does the gospel of Jesus Christ unite people in ways that nothing else can? How
do you think the Jewish-Christians felt when the non-Jews began joining their
fellowship but didn’t adopt Jewish religious practices? Why would Paul want to keep
this potentially divisive issue under the spotlight of Jesus’ completed work on the
cross?

10. How does the reminder of our condition apart from Christ improve our desire & capacity
for witness?

11. What may God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a
result of engaging with these texts?

Remember:

Where you live is not an address
but your dwelling “in Christ.”

BIBLE READING:

BIBLE READING:
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34 Sunday in Easter — 19 April 2026

COME TOJESUS
SONG: VIDEO - SING (Stiff & Zimmer)
WELCOME & PRAYER:
OPENING SONG: Vipeo — DEATH WAS ARRESTED (NorthPoint Inside/Out)
GROWIN HIS GRACE

Ephesians 2:1-10

" Once you were dead because of your disobedience & your many sins. 2You used to live
in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in
the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.
3All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires & inclinations of our sinful
nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s wrath, just like everyone else.

4But God is so rich in mercy, & he loved us so much, 3that even though we were dead
because of our sin, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by
God’s grace that you have been saved!) é For he raised us from the dead along with Christ
& seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.
7So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his
grace & kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ
Jesus.

8God saved you by his grace when you believed. You can't take credit for this; it is a gift
from God. ¢ Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can
boast about it. "0 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SONG: Vipeo — LIVING HoPE (Phil Wickham)

Ephesians 2:11-22

"' Don't forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised
heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only
their bodies & not their hearts. *2In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were
excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, & you did not know the covenant
promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God & without hope.
13But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but
now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.



THE MESSAGE:
OFFERING SONG:

" For Christ himself is our peace. He united Jews & Gentiles into one people when, in his
own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. ¥ He did this
by ending the system of law with its commandments & regulations. He made peace
between Jews & Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups.

16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on
the cross, & our hostility toward each other was put to death. 17 He brought this Good
News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, & peace to the Jews who
were near. '®Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because
of what Christ has done for us.

1980 now you Gentiles are no longer strangers & foreigners. You are citizens along with
all of God'’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house,
built on the foundation of the apostles & the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus
himself. 2 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.

22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by
his Spirit.

FAITH CHAT:

1. Has there ever been a season in your life where you felt like you didn't quite
belong anywhere? What was that like for you?

2. Where do you feel most 'at home' in life right now — a place, a person, a
community? Why is it like that?

KNOWING THE ‘WHY’...WHERE YOU LIVE

VIDEO — TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS (Sovereign Grace)

PRAYERS:

The Communion:

Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, & the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Worship during Communion:
Vipeo — | NEED THEE EVERY HOUR (Ortega)

GOINHIS FOWER
THE BLESSING:
(Name), T child of God,
In Christ, you are already home!
-- Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SONG: Vipeo — CHRIST OUR WisDoM (Sovereign Grace)
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Continue praying through the week:
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.
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