
WELCOME 19th April 2026 – 3 Easter ’26 A 
Ephesians 2:1-22 

Guess what?!? It is still true!…CHRIST IS RISEN! 
Welcome!  It’s great to be together again today! As always...you have in your hands our 
weekly Growing Praise sheets to help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in 
your life, & equip you to share that w/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website 

As we move into this week... Home is... as the children’s book says, “From mountain to 

sea, meadow to tree, small town to big city, people & animals make their homes all over the 

world.” We all can finish the sentence... we all have homes...or as Google AI offers... 

Physical Space - actual residence/address – Emotional Concept - feeling > location 

“wherever he laid his hat” – Place of Significance - safety, comfort, memories, community 

– Cultural Context – belonging bigger than self… those might be handy definitions… 

But what about you? Have you ever considered that YOU AND WE are home? 
Together, we are his (God’s) house, built on the foundation of the apostles & the prophets. 
And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We are carefully joined together in him, 

becoming a holy temple for the Lord. YOU AND WE are home for God. 

From before time began God’s desire was to dwell WITH us...to physically reside 
among his human creations & IN CHRIST, God does by his Holy Spirit poured out in us. 
However you think of yourself or think of us as part of the church Christ called into 
being...God names us his home/house...a walking talking temple, set apart for 
God’s presence & purposes. 

You are loved, chosen, & adopted IN CHRIST so Christ himself can dwell in you as 
you dwell in him. The good news we discover today... 

Where you live is not an address 
but your dwelling “in Christ.” 

Let’s pray then explore & experience this together… 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Psalm 91: 1-2 - Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge & my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 

John 17:20-23 - “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever 
believe in me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you & I are 
one—as you are in me, Father, & I am in you. May they be in us so that the world will 
believe you sent me. I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we 
are one. I am in them & you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the 
world will know that you sent me & that you love them as much as you love me.” 

Heavenly Father, thank you that our identity & destiny is found in you alone. We who were 

once dead, once far off, have been brought to life & near to you by the blood of Christ... 

not because we found our way home, but because you carried us there. As we gather 

today, may Christ be the cornerstone of every thought & word. Bind us together in your 

truth & remind us afresh of where we live as you live in us. In the name of Jesus, our 

foundation & our home, Amen. 

Let’s sing then hear God’s word for this morning... 
 

 

 

FAITH CHAT:  

1. Has there ever been a season in your life where you felt like you didn't 
quite belong anywhere? homeless? What was that like for you?            

2. Where do you feel most 'at home' in life right now — a place, a person, a 
community? Why is it like that? 

  



3 EASTER ’26 A – KNOWING THE ‘WHY’…WHERE YOU LIVE 

Home…the word alone makes you think [place, person, community, identity larger 

than self (I am you are we are Australians)] I’ve had to think about that some lately… 

not because I’m thinking about a new home, but because I had to make a list of all the 
places I’d called “home” for a Passport renewal for Brenna. As an 18-yr-old dual 
citizen she’s due for her 1st adult/10-yr US passport & her US citizen father is part of 
the application process. I have to list all the places I’ve called “home” in the US. 
There was a good bit of moving around after I moved out of my childhood home & 
so I simply listed the cities where I lived & the dates I’d lived there. If they ask for 
addresses…I know some of you have not moved very far or very often, others…a 
good bit. I’ve got friends whose parents were in the military or whose pastor parent 
moved regular as clockwork…many couldn’t tell you what “home” was for them…not 
until they were adults in some cases. A bit sad…? 

It’s odd because I do know we all share a common original “home.” In fact, Paul tells 
us the address…the grave.   Once you were dead because of your disobedience & your 

many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil — the 
commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those 
who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires & 
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s wrath, just like 

everyone else. We enter this life…dead…citizen-residents of the grave. As dwellers 
inhabiting a broken sinful world…curved in upon our own selves our own desires our 
own inclinations…We enter this life…dead. It’s just a matter of time & a 6x6x3 plot 
like that one will be mine/yours. We could all say the words together: “For you are 

dust, & to dust you shall return.” – Gen 3:19 or this one The living at least know they will die, 
but the dead know nothing. They have no further reward, nor are they remembered. 
Whatever they did in their lifetime—loving, hating, envying—is all long gone. They no longer 
play a part in anything here on earth. – Eccl 9:5-6  

We enter this life…dead…Our inborn sin…our natural inclination & tendency to 
choose self over anything else – to cling to our “craving for physical pleasure, for 

everything we see, & pride in our achievements/possessions” (1 Jn 2:16-17) progressive, 
pervasive & deadly & it’s got every one of us by the throat. Ever since the original 
turn away from God the Creator Sustainer Provider of everything needful & good in 
the Garden…we’ve all caught the same sickness & it kills us from day 1. Humanity 
lives in rebellion…the myth of autonomy (that we can run this life on our own) desire-driven, 

disobedient, doomed, dead. That’s us. 

Gosh…Pr John woke up on the grumpy side of the bed today! Wait...I’ve got one more: It’s 

your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away & will 

not listen anymore. - Is 59:2 - Human sin…drive to be God-for-ourselves…relentless push 

to gratify/satisfy self above all else…cuts us off from the source of life itself which 
means it kills us AND leaves us subject to whatever God decides he will do w/ those 
who storm his throne...pretend to HIS authority/power/wisdom…So what does God do? 

But God is so rich in mercy, & he loved us so much, that even though we were dead 
because of our sin, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s 

grace that you have been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ & 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. The 
Bible’s central truth...When humans rebelled & severed their relationship – their 
intimate fellowship w/ God – God did not nuke the Garden from space to make sure 
he wiped ‘em out. Yes…they were cut off from his intimacy – cast out of the perfect 

Garden - but first He sought them & cried out for them “Adam where are you?” The 
great rabbi Abraham Heschel wrote “All of human history as described in the Bible 

may be summarized in one phrase: ‘God is in search of humans.’” All of human 
history...outlined in the pages of Scripture is God seeking to restore what we 
destroyed. But God is so rich in mercy…though we were dead he gave us life when he 
raised Christ from the dead...& seated us w/ him in the heavenly realms...united w/ Christ 

Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God’s search for us...God’s eternal desire to dwell 
WITH us...to physically reside among his human creations...And the Word became flesh & 

lived among us, & we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace & truth… 

But here’s the thing...as sinful broken people...as long as we’re on this earth tainted 
& twisted by that inborn sickness of heart/soul...we even mess that up because what 
happens is we see Jesus (kind loving compassionate forgiving self-giving Jesus) & then 
look in mirror & we don’t see that in here & say, “Rats! I gotta be more like Jesus” & 
turn our attention to ourselves fixing us up. But look how Paul describes salvation... 
this restored relationship w/ the Father. Being saved by God’s grace is not a human 
“The Block” – where every week there’s a new reveal & a scorecard against the Jesus 

standard - not self-improvement/fixing the flaws in my character making me 
something I’d really like to be & my family & friends would really like seeing in me.  

No! We die & are resurrected to be completely transformed. For we died & were 

buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious 
power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have been united with him in 
his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were 
crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to 

sin. – Rom 6:4-6 The gift of Jesus Christ is a total/complete death/rez-transformation. 
That’s why the gospel – Christianity - the message of Christ, is unique & unlike any 
other belief/faith system in the world. We don’t preach/strive for religious self-



improvement. Our message is not one of fix this add that patch up the other to reach 
some far-off religious perfection…keeping some series of rules, codes, laws & 
behaviour-modifications until maybe we get it right enough. No! We die w/ Christ & 
are resurrected w/ Christ to new life through the power of God’s grace - the love of 
God through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross & the mighty power of God that 
raised him from the grave which now lives in you & me. We have a brand new 
address: in Christ in the heavenly realms…united with Christ Jesus…   

Never forget…all of that is at work right now…the whole point of Jesus’ death & 
resurrection is so that God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible 

wealth of his grace & kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united 

with Christ Jesus. Getting to heaven is not the point of the gospel…the point of Jesus’ 
death/resurrection is not that we all get to go to heaven when we die…but that on 
this earth, heaven is revealed in the lives of all who are IN CHRIST. NT Wright hits it: 
“Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people 
away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven…” & we 

get eternity thrown in for good measure NB how the verse continues…God saved you by 

his grace when you believed. You can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is 

not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. Salvation 
is not from us. We don’t do it get it win it find it…it is God's gift – all of it …even the 
power to trust, believe, have faith...Dead in sin, we can’t respond to His love toward 
us…which is why He not only sends His Son to forgive our sin, not only makes 
provision for us to hear/encounter that good news, but by the Spirit gives us the gift 
of faith so that we might trust Him. The underlined part refers to the entire previous 

verse: to being SAVED by GRACE and the FAITH that trusts it’s true. 

Our new address is not location but position…loved, chosen, & adopted IN CHRIST so 
Christ himself can dwell in you as you dwell in him so the world around you can see 
his grace at work in you making everything about YOU resemble HIM…Earlier I read 
from Jesus’ prayer on the night he was betrayed…Jn 17:20-23 - “I am praying not only 

for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I pray 
that they will all be one, just as you & I are one — as you are in me, Father, & I am in you. 
May they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. I have given them the glory 
you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in them & you are in me. May they 
experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me & that you love 

them as much as you love me.” Now this is cool…this is what God wants to point to as 
an example of the power of his grace/kindness as he dwells in us/we in Him  

Paul is writing to a church of both Jewish & Gentile (non-Jewish) disciples. Two 
groups of people who would otherwise have avoided each other like Bulldog & 

Manly supporters. There was a gaping racial, social, emotional, & physical chasm 
that existed b/t Jews & their non-Jewish (gentile) neighbours. The religious gap was 
wider still. Non-Jewish religions were that diverse array of pagan spiritualities 
(worshipped everything from the sun moon & stars to hoot owls & bandicoots) There were to be 
no interactions b/t Jews & non-Jews if they could at all be avoided. There was no 
question about intermarriage, close family friendships, or business partnerships…Just 
didn’t happen. The Berlin Wall was more penetrable than the wall b/t Jews & non-
Jews. But…the cross/empty tomb/poured out Holy Spirit tore up that script…Christ 

himself is our peace. He united Jews & Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on 

the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. The oneness Jesus 
prayed for is now ours…we just need to live like it’s true. 

Here…Paul looks at those who grew up w/ the Law/Moses/Prophets as their daily 
religious diet & says the “unthinkable” – “Jesus ended the system of law with its 

commandments & regulations…by means of his death on the cross.” At the same time 
Paul looks at those who grew up w/out the law, the revelation & the relationship w/ 
God & says the “unimaginable” – “Once you were far away from God now you have been 

brought near to him through the blood of Christ.” To both he says: Your only hope is 
Jesus. Your only power is his cross. Your only promise is his resurrection.  

What incredible good news...YOU AND WE are home...Together, we are his (God’s) house, 

built on the foundation of the apostles & the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus 

himself. We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. YOU 

AND WE are home for God. --- From before time began God’s desire was to dwell 
WITH us...to physically reside among his human creations...& IN CHRIST, God does... 
by his Holy Spirit poured out in us. However you think of yourself or think of us as 
part of the church Christ called into being...God names us his home/house...a 
walking talking temple, set apart for God’s presence & purposes. You are loved, 
chosen, & adopted IN CHRIST so Christ himself can dwell in you as you dwell in him. 

As you leave today, be specific & share w/ your neighbour… 
TAKE IT HOME  NB:     Where you live is not an address but your dwelling “in Christ.” 

If you truly believe that you are already home in Christ & he is at home in you, 
what is one thing you will do to share that with someone else this week? 

Let’s pray with that in mind…Heavenly Father, you give no greater gift than the 
amazing grace of your Son, Jesus. You held nothing back to give us a place in your 
presence forever & to make your home in us. Let our new home in you be open to 
all we know so that you can use us as examples of your grace, witnesses to your 
kindness, & bearers of your hope peace & joy to all we know…in Jesus’ Name… 
Amen. 


