Group Bible Study/Discussion:

1.

2.

10.

1.

Read Ephesians 1. What questions come to you as you read the texts? What do you
find most challenging/encouraging?

In verses 3-5 what has God done for us, according to Paul, in Jesus Christ? What is the
significance of the “timing” of this work on our behalf?

In the remainder of verses 6-14, what else has God done for us? How do each of these
flow necessarily from the earlier list?

How would you summarize the earthly & eternal goals of the work of Christ in the
church & for every believer?

How does expressing gratitude for the faith of others contribute to the unity &
encouragement within the body of Christ?

How does Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians in verses 17-19 reflect his desire for their
spiritual growth & deeper intimacy with God? What would happen if you incorporated
Paul’s prayer into your own intercessory prayers for fellow believers today?

If the Ephesians already show love like Christ, what does Paul’'s ongoing prayer for
them tell us about demonstrating Christ’s love? What does the necessity of ongoing
prayer for one another, & the church at large, demonstrate about our human tendency
to regress into self-centred self-invested sinfulness?

The believers at Ephesus were included in Paul’s prayers for more than 10. What does
this say about Paul’s priorities for the church & for his own life? What does this
necessity of continual prayer for revelation indicate about the spiritual blessings in the
lives of believers?

Why do Christians sometimes feel & act powerless? Is it an inadequacy with the source
or with our faith? What do you think Paul would offer as the solution? Of what was Paul
assuring the Ephesians? What does this encourage us to do?

When someone neglects to be an active part of a local congregation, on what particular
blessings do they miss out according to Paul in this verse? How do they, by their
absence, withhold these blessings from others?

What may God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, or pray about as a
result of engaging with these texts?

Remember:

Who you are “in Christ” is more than good behaviour,
but rather bringing praise & glory to God.

[_A//hg Water [ c//ows/u}'o

27 Sunday in Easter — 12 April 2026

COME TOJESUS
SONG: VIDEO - REJOICE THE LORD IS KING (Emu Music)
WELCOME & PRAYER:
OPENING SONG: Vibeo — COME BEHOLD THE WONDROUS MIYSTERY (Boswell & Papa)
GROWIN HIS GRACE
BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:1-14

1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. | am
writing to God’s holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus. ZMay
God our Father & the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace & peace.

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before
he made the world, God loved us & chose us in Christ to be holy & without fault in his
eyes. 5God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, & it gave him great pleasure. € So we
praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.
"He is so rich in kindness & grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his
Son & forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom &
understanding.

9God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfil his
own good plan. 'And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together
under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven & on earth. ' Furthermore, because
we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in
advance, & he makes everything work out according to his plan.

12God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise
& glory to God. *® And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that
God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving
you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. " The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he
will give us the inheritance he promised & that he has purchased us to be his own people.
He did this so we would praise & glorify him.



CHILDREN’S TIME
SONG: Vipeo — HIs MIERCY IS MIORE (Getty Music/Boswell & Papa)

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

15Ever since | first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus & your love for God’s
people everywhere, 18| have not stopped thanking God for you. | pray for you constantly,
'7asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom &
insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 8| pray that your hearts will be
flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he
called—his holy people who are his rich & glorious inheritance.

19] also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power in us who
believe him. This is the same mighty power 2 that raised Christ from the dead & seated
him in the place of honour at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 2! Now he is far
above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but
also in the world to come. 2 God has put all things under the authority of Christ & has
made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 2 The church is his body; it is
made full & complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

FAITH CHAT:

1. What's the greatest benefit from being part of a team or working together
in a group toward a shared goal?

2. Canyou think of something that’s a regular part of your life, but you really
don’t understand how it works? Does that bother you?

THE MESSAGE: KNOWING THE ‘WHY’...WHO YOU ARE
OFFERING SONG: VIDEO — TO THE TABLE (Zach Williams)
PRAYERS:

The Communion:
Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, & the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Worship during Communion:
VIDEO — GRACE UNMEASURED (Sovereign Grace)

GOINHIS FOWER
THE BLESSING:
(Name), T child of God,
You are God’s child & inheritor of his Kingdom!
-- Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SONG: VIDEO — GRACE AWAITING ME (Emu Music)
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Continue praying through the week:
Father prepare me for whatever you require today
and lead me in faith wherever you call me to go.
In Jesus’ Name...Amen.

All songs & music in worship used under the licensing agreement of CCL Licence 384660



