WELCOME 12th April 2026 — 2 Easter 26 A
Ephesians 1:1-23

Guess what?!? Things haven’t changed...CHRIST IS RISEN!

Welcome! It's great to be together again today! As always...you have in your hands our
weekly Growing Praise sheets that help lead you deeper into God’s word/work in
your life, & equip you to share that ¥/ someone else...devotions, small groups...website

Scarcely a week ago we were right here shouting He is Risen! (He is risen indeed)
back & forth at each other...

But it's fair to ask “What now?” If Jesus really died AND HAS risen again, what difference
does that make for our lives today? If it's true, so what? Paul, as he writes to the
church in Ephesus, tells us...what it means to belong to Jesus, to follow him living
the way he does especially when the world around us challenges us at every turn.
He begins something like this...\Who you are matters What does that mean? Well...

In the Disney/Pixar “Toy Story” movies, each of the toy characters bears the name of
their owner, Andy, on the bottom of their feet in permanent marker. It’s not just a
mark of ownership...but who then has authority to determine their identity. They’re
not just random toys in a kid’s collection. They're Andy’s prize possessions & Andy
alone determines their personalities, their abilities, & their adventures under his
supervision. Andy has the authority for their care as well as their lives together.

Even before he made the world, God loved us & chose us in Christ to be holy & without
fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, & it gave him great pleasure.
God, I CHRIsT, did that for us. How | might have dropped the ball in the last

week failing to live that reality...can’t change that reality. Being “iIN CHRIST" means
our identity is given, not earned. We are loved, chosen, & destined for a purpose &
perfection not our own. That inevitably shapes the way we respond. It's one thing to
say, “l belong to Jesus.” It's another to live like it actually matters...his authority.

Today...maybe like never before...really listen to Jesus...As followers of the risen
Jesus, our lives are to match the new reality of death’s defeat & Christ's victory in us.
Does yours? Could you be identified as a follower of Jesus? Do your daily choices
show that his way is your way? Remember...

Who you are “in Christ” is more than good behaviour,
but rather about bringing praise & glory to God.

Let’s pray then explore & experience this together...

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty, & are restoring
all things in glory through the victory of Jesus Christ over death. We pray that, wherever
your image is still disfigured by poverty, sickness, selfishness, war or greed, the new
creation in Jesus Christ may appear as your people live out justice, love, joy & peace.
Penetrate our hearts by your word today, by your Spirit in each moment & by the power of
Christ in all things. Make our every moment an opportunity to live for the glory of your
name & as a witness to the risen ruling Jesus Christ in whose Name we pray...Amen.

Let’s sing then hear God’s word for this morning...

FAITH CHAT:

1. What's the greatest benefit from being part of a team or working together in a
group toward a shared goal?

2. Can you think of something that’s a regular part of your life, but you really
don’t understand how it works? Does that bother you?



2 EASTER '26 A — KNOWING THE ‘WHY’...WHO YOU ARE

Sue & I had one of those genealogical moments last week. A pastor from SA rang a
pastor in town looking for the church records of a young lady who no longer lives
here. Don't ask why...it was confused. Anyway...this other Ww pastor rang me & asked if
| knew her. It was one of those...man | should but the computer files are
dusty/rusty...nope. | was in genealogical wilderness, & whenever I'm in genealogical
wilderness...I phone Sue. | knew she’d know. Sue is the fount of all genealogical wisdom
& memory.. better than the Mormons. Sure enough...she linked me to the right family &
my memory kicked in. Now | had more than connected dots...I had life history. The
other guy...wasn't interested. | was crushed. | had stories...pathos...drama...He
wanted baptism & confirmation records. He wanted facts & | wanted to give him
what Xhosa tribespeople in Southern Africa call “U velaphi”.

It's a standard greeting among the Xhosa. It means, “Where do you come from?” In
the custom of the Xhosas, the right answer is not your name & address or even your
hometown, but your clan heritage...You identify yourself by your family tree. The
answer says more about you than simple geography & reveals to the one you've
just met something about your identity beyond the place where you live...or what you
do for a living. Like the patronymic traditions of various parts of Europe where the
child bears the father's name...or the father’s trade...or the Latin tradition of having
a string of last names that not only identify your family but the region of your family’s
lineage...from this family from this region & therefore part of a larger story than
simple bloodlines...life history...pathos...drama...

Paul's answer to U velaphi? We just read it: Even before he made the world, God loved
us & chose us in Christ to be holy & without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to
adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he
wanted to do, & it gave him great pleasure. As followers of Jesus, as his disciples...
when OUR identity...in response to any query as to WHO WE are, we declare to our
great joy that our identity is we are loved, chosen, & adopted in Christ according to
God’s great pleasure. Our identity is literally “in Christ.” God's purpose was that we
Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise & glory to God. And now you
Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you...He did this so we
would praise & glorify him. He became like us so we could become like him. HE TOOK

& glory to the world. We are loved, chosen, adopted, in Christ Jesus destined for a
purpose & perfection not our own to make an impact in the world around us in his
name for the expression of his kingdom & the extension of his glory.
That's...who...we...are...loved, chosen, adopted in Christ to point to God’s grace & greatness...

But wait there’s more...Look at how Paul talks to the disciples in Ephesus: This letter
is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. | am writing to
God'’s holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus. May God our
Father & the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace & peace. All praise to God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms
because we are united with Christ. Let me translate that further...Hi I'm Paul called to be
Christ's ambassador & I'm writing to you who share life in Christ %/ me & are called (like |
am) to be God's special set apart people & also to everyone who lives in our family tree...
the lineage of Jesus — the family tree of grace — the ancestry of mercy. Why is that important?

Paul reminds every church he writes to...whether he planted them or is simply writing to
encourage them...You are not in this by yourselves. Following Jesus/discipleship is
never just a “me & Jesus” proposition. You are always - as a follower of Jesus — linked
to/connected to the rest of us. You are never alone, & neither do you have a
monopoly on grace or the experience of grace we know in Jesus crucified/buried/risen
for the redemption of the world & the rebuilding of the cosmos according to God’s
desires. There are no experts in this room just disciples... followers of Jesus some of
whom have had an experience of Christ that can help you where you are right now.

Our identity is grounded outside of us in the eternal will & plan of God to reclaim all
creation from sin/death/evil & to reveal his rule here on earth as it exists in heaven
AND we live in an on-going relationship ¥/ Christ & ¥/ each other. AT THE SAME TIME...
God has given the church everything we need to carry out our ministry. Praise God
who has blessed us "/ every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are in
Christ. | love what Paul says to the church family in Corinth...I always thank my God for
you & for the gracious gifts he has given you, now that you belong to Christ Jesus. Through
him, God has enriched your church in every way...Now you have every spiritual gift you
need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you strong to
the end... - 1 Cor 1:4-8a

As those who are loved, chosen & adopted in Christ...who dwell in that great family
tree of grace/ancestry of mercy God has given us every spiritual gift - enriched us in
every way we need (until God decides otherwise) & he will keep us strong to the end
...whatever that end looks like whenever it comes. Paul calls them to remember that
big church small church lots of stuff going on or just a few simple folks gathered in
worship & discipleship growth & witness...their gifts were meant to keep them
leaning on & dependent on Christ for the expression of God's kingdom & the extension
of God'’s glory...loved, chosen, adopted in Christ to point to God’s grace & greatness...

What was true for them is true for us...and it takes us back to that original question:
“What now?” If we really are loved, chosen & adopted in Christ destined for a




purpose & perfection not our own to make an impact in the world around us in his
name for the expression of his kingdom & the extension of his glory...to point to
God’s grace & greatness...how do we do that? If Jesus really died AND HAS risen
again, what difference does that make for our lives today? If it's true, so what? How
do we employ all we've been given to express God’s Kingdom here on earth &
extend his glory to folks who live as strangers to that grace — alienated from God as
we have met him in Jesus?

You already practiced this morning...might not even have known you were doing it:
What's the greatest benefit from being part of a team or working together in a group
toward a shared goal? What part of being in a relationship %/ Jesus & his people the
church is something you can't live “/ou? What is it in that relationship ¥/ the risen
ruling Lord of all things who has freed you from sin, death & the devil & anchored
your life in his family makes your life worthwhile? When life hurts, death comes
calling, stuff hits the fan & you have to clean it up...how does Jesus & his love, his
claim on you keep you from stepping off the Gobba bridge? What does this family
give you that not even your own blood kin can? Where did God show up in your life
this week? What was that like? Where did a word of Scripture grab you & plant itself
deep in your heart & instantly you just knew...Share that ¥/ someone...

Can you think of something that's a regular part of your life, but you really don’t
understand how it works? | don’t always understand how the Holy Spirit works...
What did Jesus say...“The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind
but can't tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are
born of the Spirit.” | know | can’t control it...| know | can’t predict it...So [ just have to
trust...that my prayers have effect...that my meagre witness to Jesus has impact...
that my efforts at expressing his kingdom & extending his glory produce result. You
see...the Spirit lives in each of us who have been drawn to faith. It drew us to faith
in the 1st place...& when you think you are too small for the commission Jesus
commands...too timid for his purpose of carrying the gospel to every soul in our
surrounds...too ill-equipped to start a faith conversation ¥/ someone you know... It is
the Holy Spirit not you who is in charge in that & every moment...& in that moment
Jesus comes to RELEASE IN You 'the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead".

Unlike the toys...Jesus never outgrows his love for you & his purpose for your life
the way every child, Andy included, outgrows their toys. The cross of Christ that
marks you IS a permanent mark. It's not just a mark of ownership...but it tells you
who has final authority to determine your identity. You are Christ’s prize possession
& Christ alone determines your personality, your abilities, & your adventures under

his supervision. Christ has the sole authority for your care as well as your life
together in his church.

Who you are matters...

Even before he made the world, God loved us & chose us in Christ to be holy & without
fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, & it gave him great pleasure.

God, IN CHRIST, did that for us. How we might have dropped the ball in the last week
failing to live that reality...can’t change that reality. Being “IN CHRIST” means our
identity is given, not earned. We are loved, chosen, destined for a purpose &
perfection not our own to make an impact in the world around us in his name for the
expression of his kingdom & the extension of his glory...to point to God's grace & greatness...
That inevitably shapes the way we respond...how we live. It's one thing to say, ‘I
belong to Jesus.” It's another to live like it actually matters...

NB: You are not in this by yourself...God has given the church everything we need
to carry out our ministry...knowing that...
As you leave today, be specific & share */ your neighbour...

TAKE IT HOME
This week...Where will | reveal my belonging to Jesus, & his authority over all | am?

(Please don’t just say “everywhere.”
Be specific about one place, one person, one conversation...
Who needs to know U velaphi? Where you come from...)

Let’s pray with that in mind...

Lord Jesus, be with us not just today but always. Speak your word of triumph into
our lives & breathe your Spirit of peace, purpose & power into our hearts. Free us
from ourselves so we might boldly represent you & offer your eternal life &
glorious peace to the people we encounter throughout the coming days.

We are yours...loved, chosen & destined for your purpose & perfection — to express
your kingdom & extend your glory...to make much of you & point to your grace &
glory as the reason for all we do...let it be in us according to your promise &
command...in your Name Lord Jesus... Amen.



