
WELCOME 24th October 2021 – 22 Pentecost ’21 B 
John 1:1-14 & Hebrews 2:14-18 

Welcome! As much of our state is moving out of lockdowns & seeing an end to 
restrictions, we’re meeting in homes via our online capabilities for a couple of weeks 
simply because we didn’t want to separate & segregate our family in Christ by virtue 
of vax-status. So I pray that you’ve gathered in groups as you are able, praying for 
& encouraging each other as you know how & are digging into the Bible together as 

you should…& to help w/ that…There are Group Study & Discussion resources for 
you to use over the course of the week & our Zoom Catch-up on Friday. As God 
leads you into the fullness of His word/work in your life he will then introduce you 
to someone who needs to hear the good news from you.  

As we move into this week…The Apostles’ Creed is perhaps the oldest collection of 

faith statements that form the foundation of non-negotiable truth Christians believe, 

teach & confess as God’s people. It is for the church that line in the sand b/t genuine 

faith & misguided expressions of belief. The words are ancient…but their power is 

undiminished & their truth stands for eternity. It’s an ANCIENT CREED: that propels a 

LIVING FAITH 

At the heart of the Creed we find the One who is the heart of our relationship w/ the 
Father: Jesus Christ. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord… conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
crucified, dead & buried…descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, & sits at the right hand of God, the Father 

Almighty, from there he will come to judge the living & the dead. There’s a lot 
there…and it’s all good news. … conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary 

Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh & blood—the Son also became 
flesh & blood. For only as a human being could he die, & only by dying could he break the 
power of the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set free all who 

have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 

GOD…the Father Creator of all things designed us for himself & his delight & was 
not content to see death sin & evil take us from him, so in Jesus God joined us in 
this life…to rescue & recreate us anew in his image…He became one of us so we 
could become like him…one w/ the Father to know him fully…to experience his 
goodness in all things at all times…to comprehend the depth of his love for us & live 
his intention to bring his life to us & his world now & forever…We’ll experience & 
share that together today. And in a bit we’ll hear one of our LW family share how 

this part of the Creed lives in them… Let’s pray …then we’ll get stuck into it. 

FAITH CHAT 

1. If you were to ask someone you know…say the person who lives across the 

street from you, family member, (not-yet-Christian) “What do think about 

Jesus? Who is he? Does he matter?” What do you think they would say? 

2. How would you answer that question? 

 
Now we get to listen to Phil share what it means to him that God became human in Jesus. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

When my girls were small…a friend of ours gave them her old doll cradle. It’s really old 
now & it’s one of those things we’ll have to decide who gets in our will…they all played 
with it some as little girls & it was great fun seeing all the dolls & stuffed animals getting 
tucked into bed at night…just like we tucked them into bed. 

You know what’s cool…Mary & Joseph did that with Jesus. Gave him a bath, clean nappy 
soft clean wrappings & tucked him into the manger. From the moment he was born he got 
tucked into bed just like you…me…my kids, your parents…like all of us. 

In fact…the Bible tells us that Jesus was like us…flesh & blood. He had to obey his mum 
& dad. He had to learn to walk & read & feed himself…just like us. There are times when 
Jesus was hungry…tired…angry or sad…just like us. He laughed & told stories that made 
people think or made them cranky…or made them happy…just like us.  

God sent Jesus to be just like us in every way except 1…he never sinned. He never said 
“No” to the Father God…He never chose his way over the Father’s. That’s what sin is, to 
decide I know better than God.  

For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not my own will.  – Jn 6:38 

Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.  – Lk 22:42 

Jesus always obeyed God…even coming to us as one of us to die & rise again for us, to 
make us God’s children: sons & daughters of the Father…just like him. He became like us 
so we can be like him. That’s pretty awesome…and it started in something just like this. 

Imagine…God fit all of himself – all we will ever need into a manger… 

Let’s Pray… 

 

 

Lord Jesus live & perfect your image in us that our lives may give you & the Father glory, & the 
world know your living rule over all things. Draw us to trust you more.  Deepen our reliance on 
you that in all things we show those around us your victory for us & in us. We pray Jesus in your 
name…Amen 

  



22 Pentecost – ’21 B – ANCIENT CREED: LIVING FAITH – GOD WHO IS HUMAN 

A few weeks back…I rescued a baby Plover from death…or at least being attacked 
by a cat. I’ll explain…We have a flood containment reserve out behind our home. 
It’s a vast green space: kids play there, veggie patch, one guy rides his dirt bike & 
kangaroos, birds feed/nest. Plovers have for a long time raised their young there. 
This year’s hatch was 4. I was out watering/weeding one morning & the adult birds 
were down along the base of the reserve berm & 1 of the fluffy chicks was up on top  
A movement off to one side caught my eye & I looked up to see a cat had cleared a 
fence & was stalking the hatchling w/ malice/meal aforethought… 

The adult birds couldn’t see the creeping feline & the baby bird was unaware of the 
danger & I knew I was about to see the food chain in action. Now I know nature is 
red in tooth & claw. I know in this world the predator/prey relationship is how most 
things survive. But I really didn’t want to see it right then or there. 

Being completely unable to “speak” Plover I couldn’t warn the hatchling. Unable to 
“talk in” cat I couldn’t scold the furry feline for stalking the defenseless immature bird 
So I did the only thing I could…I grabbed a couple large clods of dirt & heaved them 

in the general direction of the cat. They landed a metre or so short of its crouching 

tiger hidden dragon persona but w/ enough effect that the cat startled & retreated 
back over the fence & the fuzzy Plover scampered down closer to its parents/siblings. 

What I did was neither noble nor heroic & I expected no thanks from the avian world 
For one brief moment I stood b/t death & its victim. For a fleeting instant I denied a 
cat a meal it would not miss. I simply delayed the inevitable. That Plover, its parents 
& siblings, the cat, its owners, you & me & all whom we know “were already 
sentenced to death” b/4 that moment…in fact b/4 we were born. Death for all living 
things in this world is a certainty…there is no “opt out” option.  

You already knew that. We hate to admit it…but there it is. For a certain %-age of 
us, we’ll never see it coming. For some…it will be not only sudden, but painful, 
premature, & unpleasant. We know that. We know, like the cat licking its lips at the 
prospect of an easy catch/kill moment; death has its eye on you/me. Death stalks us. 
Haunts us. Taunts us. Makes us do things: smoke detectors, seatbelts, bike helmets 
get vaccinated, or perhaps not. We write wills & leave instructions for when we can’t 
give instructions. We do all we can to delay or deny…but that’s all we can do 
because one day…death swallows all/each of us. It will erase every scratching on 
the historical page we leave behind…A day will come when the world will not 
remember you or me…that’s what death does. That is the way of all flesh. 

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman… Gal 4:4a 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord… conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary…At the core of Christian faith is the reality that God 
became flesh, assumed human nature/became human in the body of Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son Jesus Christ - fully God, fully human. The Incarnation. Why? 

Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh & blood—the Son also became 
flesh & blood. For only as a human being could he die, & only by dying could he break the 
power of the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set free all who 
have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.  

Death is not what you were designed to experience. Death was not God’s plan for 
any of us. Death is an invader…a destroyer whose rightful place is not among us. 
But human sin/rebellion against God opened the door to death/evil & like pillagers of 
a by-gone era they stormed the gates of our lives & captured us…took hold of us & 
won’t let go. So God sent his Son…to take hold of us from the place we were 
never supposed to be to raise us to what we were intended to be all along. Even 
before he made the world, God loved us & chose us in Christ to be holy & w/o fault in his 
eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself 
through Jesus Christ. From the beginning he gave us life & in him we receive life made new 
& full & complete…Like what the Father had in his heart for us from the beginning. 

He took on all this…so we can take on all he is…responsive to the Father – relating 
to others in love – drawing near to the fragile/frail/faltering in love for life. God sent 
his Son…to take us from the place we were never supposed to be…the grave & all 
its terrors…to raise us to what we were intended to be all along…to all who believed & 
received him, he gave the power/right to become children of God. They are reborn—not w/ a 
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 

GOD…the Father Creator of all things designed us for himself & his delight & was 
not content to see death sin & evil take us from him, so in Jesus God joined us in 
this life…to rescue & recreate us anew in his image…He became one of us so we 
could become like him…one w/ the Father to know him fully…to experience his 
goodness in all things at all times…to comprehend the depth of his love for us & live 
his intention to bring his life to us & his world now & forever…God is not afraid to get 
close to us. It's his deepest desire. He comes to redeem our humanness, to save 
our frail bodies, to heal our broken wills & to rescue our hearts so we can truly 
experience a life that is filled w/ love, truth & grace…& share it…forever! 

Take it home…This week…where will you draw close to someone…in their frailty or 

failings to point them to Jesus who brings his life in full to them?    Let’s pray… Lord Jesus live 
& perfect your image in us that our lives may give you & the Father glory, & the world know your 
living rule over all things. Draw us to trust you more.  Deepen our reliance on you that in all things 
we show those around us your victory for us & in us. We pray Jesus in your name…Amen 


