
Living Water Fellowship 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

29th August 2021 

COME TO JESUS 

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION       START RIGHT HERE (Casting Crowns) CCL Licence 384660  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vy4wB8hs1RU 

We want our coffee in the lobby 
We watch our worship on a screen 
We got a Rockstar preacher 
Who won't wake us from our dreams 
We want our blessings in our pocket 
We keep our missions overseas 
But for the hurting in our cities 
Would we even cross the street? 

But we wanna see the heart set free and the tyrants kneel 
The walls fall down and our land be healed 
But church if we want to see a change in the world out 
there 

It's got to start right here It's got to start right now 
Lord, I'm starting right here Lord, I'm starting right now 

I'm like the brother of the prodigal 
Who turned his nose and puffed his chest 
He didn't run off like his brother 
But his soul was just as dead 
What if the church on Sunday 
Was still the church on Monday too? 
What if we came down from our towers 
And walked a mile in someone's shoes? 

We wanna see the heart set free and the tyrants kneel 
The walls fall down and our land be healed 
But church if we want to see a change in the world out 
there 

It's got to start right here It's got to start right now 
Lord, I'm starting right here Lord, I'm starting right now 

We're the people who are called by His name 
If we'll surrender all our pride and turn from our ways 
He will hear from Heaven and forgive our sin 
He will heal our land but it starts right here 
We're the people who are called by His name 
If we'll surrender all our pride and turn from our ways 
He will hear from Heaven and forgive our sin 
He will heal our land 

It's got to start right here It's got to start right now 
Lord, I'm starting right here Lord, I'm starting right now 
It's got to start right here It's got to start right now 
Lord, I'm starting right here Lord, I'm starting right now 
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WELCOME and PRAYER OF THE DAY: (Richard Bott) 

Father, when we aren't sure, help us be calm; when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us discern; 

when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God; help us to reach out with 

our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; help us to be socially connected, when the world says “Be socially distant.” 

Help us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear," and in the perfect love of your Son Jesus 

we find perfect freedom from all that would steal kill or destroy and life abundant forever. In Jesus’ Name we pray…Amen.   

GROW IN HIS GRACE 
BIBLE READING:   Nehemiah 9:1-3, 5-8, 16-18 & 31-38 

FAITH CHAT: 

1. Have you ever repeatedly made the same mistake? How does that feel? What do you do? 

2. If you could envision a “happily ever after” to the pandemic & the on-going turmoil of the last two years, what 

would that look like? 

SONG:    DRY BONES (COME ALIVE) [LAUREN DAIGLE) CCL Licence 384660 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuCLqoxigNA 

Through the eyes of men,  
it seems there's so much we have lost 
As we look down the road  
where all the prodigals have walked 
One by one, the enemy has whispered lies 
And led them off as slaves 

But we know that You are God, Yours is the victory 
We know there is more to come 
That we may not yet see 
So with the faith You've given us 
We'll step into the valley unafraid, yeah 

As we call out to dry bones, come alive, come alive 
We call out to dead hearts, come alive, come alive 
Up out of the ashes, let us see an army rise 
We call out to dry bones, come alive 

God of endless mercy, god of unrelenting love 
Rescue every daughter, bring us back the wayward son 
And by Your spirit, breathe upon them, show the world that 
You alone can save 
You alone can save 

As we call out to dry bones, come alive, come alive 
We call out to dead hearts, come alive, come alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vy4wB8hs1RU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuCLqoxigNA


Up out of the ashes, let us see an army rise 
We call out to dry bones, come alive 

So breathe, oh, breath of God 
Now breathe, oh, breath of God 
Breathe, oh, breath of God, now breathe 
Breathe, oh, breath of God 
Now breathe, oh, breath of God 
Breathe, oh, breath of God, now breathe 

As we call out to dry bones, come alive, come alive 
We call out to dead hearts, come alive, come alive 
Up out of the ashes, let us see an army rise 
We call out to dry bones, come alive 
We call out to dry bones, come alive 
Oh, come alive  

Songwriters: Lauren Daigle / Michael Farren 
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THE MESSAGE: ROAD TO RECOVERY: RECOMMIT TOGETHER 

PRAYERS:  

(Individuals are encouraged to pray for one another in their households & to include prayers for the wider Living Water family, 
the Wagga Wagga community, our nation and the world’s leaders in this time of isolation due to virus containment) 

(Individual households may also choose to celebrate Holy Communion after the online service concludes.  
Please feel free to do so. If you know the Words of Institution you simply say them as you would hear them in worship. If you 

aren’t sure, then read aloud together Paul’s recount of the celebration in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Then share the forgiveness, life 
and salvation Christ offers in his body and blood. The words “The body of Christ given for you” and  

“The blood of Christ shed for you” and appropriate elements are to be used as you celebrate together.) 

Words of Institution & The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the glory are 
yours now & forever. Amen. 

GO IN HIS POWER 
BLESSING:  

† ______, child of God, you are a sinner made new in Jesus Christ! Amen. 

SONG:     Build Your Kingdom Here [REND COLLECTIVE) CCL Licence 384660 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw

Come, set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come, set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your church 
We need Your power in us 

We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captive hearts released 
The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 
We pray: revive this earth 

[Chorus] 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here…We pray 

Unleash Your kingdoms power 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of Hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are Your church 
We are the hope on earth 

[Chorus] 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here…We pray 

Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here…We pray.  

Used by permission. CCL Licence No. 384660. 

SHOW HIS LOVE  



NEHEMIAH 9:1-3, 5-8, 16-18, & 31-38 

9 1On October 31st the people assembled again, and this time they fasted and dressed in burlap and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
2 Those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners as they confessed their own sins and the sins of their 
ancestors. 3 They remained standing in place for three hours while the Book of the Law of the LORD their God was read aloud to 
them. Then for three more hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the LORD their God… 
5 Then the leaders of the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah—called 
out to the people: “Stand up and praise the LORD your God, for he lives from everlasting to everlasting!” Then they prayed: “May 
your glorious name be praised! May it be exalted above all blessing and praise! 6 “You alone are the LORD. You made the skies and 
the heavens and all the stars. You made the earth and the seas and everything in them. You preserve them all, and the angels of 
heaven worship you. 
7 “You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed him Abraham. 8 When he had 
proved himself faithful, you made a covenant with him to give him and his descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and Girgashites. And you have done what you promised, for you are always true to your word… 
16 “But our ancestors were proud and stubborn, and they paid no attention to your commands. 17 They refused to obey and did not 
remember the miracles you had done for them. Instead, they became stubborn and appointed a leader to take them back to their 
slavery in Egypt. But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to become angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did 
not abandon them, 18 even when they made an idol shaped like a calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought you out of Egypt!’  
31 But in your great mercy, you did not destroy them completely or abandon them forever. What a gracious and merciful God you 
are! 32 “And now, our God, the great and mighty and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing love, do not let all the 
hardships we have suffered seem insignificant to you. Great trouble has come upon us and upon our kings and leaders and priests 
and prophets and ancestors—all of your people—from the days when the kings of Assyria first triumphed over us until now. 
33 Every time you punished us you were being just. We have sinned greatly, and you gave us only what we deserved. 34 Our kings, 
leaders, priests, and ancestors did not obey your Law or listen to the warnings in your commands and laws. 35 Even while they had 
their own kingdom, they did not serve you, though you showered your goodness on them. You gave them a large, fertile land, but 
they refused to turn from their wickedness. 
36 “So now today we are slaves in the land of plenty that you gave our ancestors for their enjoyment! We are slaves here in this 
good land. 37 The lush produce of this land piles up in the hands of the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They 
have power over us and our livestock. We serve them at their pleasure, and we are in great misery.” 
38 The people responded, “In view of all this, we are making a solemn promise and putting it in writing. On this sealed document are 
the names of our leaders and Levites and priests.” 

Group Bible Study/Discussion: 

1. Read Nehemiah 9. What questions immediately come to mind? What do you hear God say to you as you read it a few times 

to yourself? What do you find most important in this text? Why? 

2. Taking into account what we saw in Nehemiah 8, how is this an essential “next thing” for God’s people? How do you account 

for the spiritual movement we are witnessing here? Have you ever experienced something similar? Why/not? 

3. What’s important about the 3-part structure to their worship?  

a) Instruction from the Word of God  b) Confession of Sin to God   c) Praise of God  

4. What do you think is the point of confessing the sins of previous generations? Can you “make up for/repair” what someone 

did before you were born? If not, what can you do? 

5. What attributes of God do you note here in their prayer, praise, confession & worship? How do you take note of those 

character traits when you worship? 

6. Compare Neh 9:25-28 with Deut 8:10-20. What similar pattern do you note? Note also the prayer of Proverbs 30:7-9. What is 

the danger of accumulated prosperity & ease? See Luke 12:13-21 to add to your understanding. 

7. What do Isaiah 58:6-14 & Zechariah 7:4-14 say about fasting that pleases God?  What were the consequences of insincere 

fasting & hard hearts for the Israelites? How does James 1:22-27 complete & complement what Isaiah & Zechariah say? 

What is the point of our relationship with the Father through Jesus by the power of the Spirit? What impact is it supposed to 

have in the lives of people around us? How will that happen? 

8. After reading this account, what is there that God will deny you as you live responsive to his Word for you? The commands of 

God were for the protection & good of the nation. Give an example of when God’s Word has been for your good even if it 

called for a change in your life?  

9. How does this chapter help lead you today with a sense of hopefulness? What of this adds to Nehemiah’s earlier declaration 

that “The joy of the Lord is your strength”? 

10. How does Nehemiah 9 point to Jesus? 


