
WELCOME 11th July 2021 – 7 Pentecost ’21 B 
Acts 28:17-31 

Welcome! It’s great to be together. As has become our custom there are Group Study 
& Discussion resources for you to use over the course of the week. As God leads 
you into the fullness of His word/work in your life he will then introduce you to 
someone who needs to hear the good news from you. Also… somewhere here today 
you may feel a nudge - tap - tug. Don’t ignore it! That’s probably the Holy Spirit prompting 

you some way. Let’s talk about that after worship.  

As we move into this week… 

The last pages of a novel. The final scene in a movie. Your last conversation with a 
loved one.  We want endings to feel complete. To tie up loose ends.  
To wrap up unfinished business. To bring a sense of closure – completeness – finality. 

We don’t get that as Luke writes the final verses of Acts. Instead we get a never-
ending story that lives & adds pages from generation to generation. 

It’s not a children’s book or a sweeping romance that revisits old characters & 
weaves new tales in the next instalment.   In fact…it remains unfinished… 

Because it’s YOUR story…YOUR autobiography of life w/ Jesus that fills the chapters 
ahead…Written in the tears & struggles, joys & triumphs, wisdom & folly of YOU 
being grown into the likeness of Jesus…and shared as the Spirit compels you into 
the world w/ a calling & a purpose; to be an intentional invitation drawing others into 
the narrative of the God who loves the world enough to send his Son as a sacrifice 
so all might have life with Him forever. 

For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who 
visited him, boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God & teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And no one tried to stop him. 

And no one can ever stop us… boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God & teaching 

about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We’ll experience & share that together.  Let’s pray…then we’ll get stuck into it. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

Gracious God, we praise you for the unreserved nature of your mercy and the 

expansive reach of your love. You have created all the people of the earth in your 

image and care for each one. Remind us this day of your call for us to be a 

blessing to all families of the earth, and illuminate the fears that make us unwilling 

to give our lives away and be the vessels of your blessing to those who live as 

strangers among us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord…Amen. 

Let’s be encouraged by some music 

 

FAITH CHAT: 

1. Best book you’ve ever read… Do you remember how it ended? 

2. Most memorable chapter of your life with Jesus…  Why? 

 

BLESSING/SENDING 

The Lord who conquered darkness with light, 

give you light. 

The Lord who conquered death with life, 

give you life. 

The Lord who conquered loneliness with love,  

fear with peace, & sadness with joy 

give you love, peace, and joy. Amen 

 

  



7 Pentecost – ’21 B – GETTING OUR ACTS TOGETHER: UNFINISHED ACTS 

Last Sunday: 4th of July as you likely know is the day the US celebrates “Independence.” 

It’s really the date affixed to the Declaration of Independence by the Continental 

Congress. It took days to debate its contents & final wording & the intent of what 

they were saying to Britain & King George III.  

But that “Declaration” was just words on paper. Independence, liberty, freedom from 

tyranny didn’t magically appear in the 13 colonies the morning of July 5th like a new 

sunrise. What happened next was citizen militias became a standing army & stood 

toe-to-toe against the British army & fought...battle after battle after battle. Land & at sea 

Standing alone & w/ French allies. Through hail of bullets & thundering cannon fire. 

About 8 years from the 1st shots to the last treaty…But the blood of tyrants & patriots 

spilled across the new Republic b/4 a country replaced the original colonies.  

Independence was not won w/ FB posts, TikTok videos, or any of the trivial luxuries 

free societies take for granted. Neither was it won w/ votes…but w/ what Churchill 

promised Britain in 1940: “blood toil tears & sweat” That is true for every nation… 

No nation stands on past victories or good intent…today is a new challenge. BTTS 

Now set aside the US independence part of that & it should still sound/feel familiar. 

That’s what I tell every couple in pre-marriage counselling. Their wedding is not the 

same as their marriage. That day of declarations of love & devotion & desire – of 

flowers & families & fancy frocks is not the marriage. All of the effort & energy & 

expense that goes into a wedding is by most people in attendance forgotten w/in a 

month. We forget the toasts & the menu & the colours & the sermon… 

But the marriage is made if you will in the blood toil tears & sweat of deciding where 

to live & going to work & paying the bills & staying beside a sick or scared spouse. 

The marriage is made in every decision to be together not apart…in living the vows 

& declarations into reality…it takes a lifetime…We just hit 32 years & those who’ve 

seen more laps around the track know…marriage is always a work in progress. 

Like being a parent is not just what happens in labour & delivery although the blood 

toil tears & sweat are real there…but being a parent is every sleep-deprived night all 

the help w/ homework & weekend sports carnivals & music recitals & dance festivals 

& parent/teacher interviews & fractured friendships…apprenticeship applications & 

Uni interviews…eventually welcoming the next generation…spouses for your kids & 

then grandkids & it goes on…You never stop being a parent…parenting is always a 

work in progress… today is a new challenge. 

Acts 28 reminds us that’s the essence of living as church…being the body of Christ 

in this world. We are always a work in progress. God's not finished w/ you yet! With 

any of us….Here’s what that looks like: B/T last Sunday & today we’re jumping over 

about a dozen chaps of Acts…We left Paul & Silas on the road out of Philippi back 

into their 2nd journey in the mission of Jesus to proclaim the good news of his 

death/rez to the ends of the earth. The early disciples are beginning to understand 

that Jesus death/rez reclaims Jews AND non-Jews for his kingdom…that God in 

Christ is reconciling the world to himself not holding our sins against us.    2 Cor 5:19 

Paul completes that journey & embarks on another when he is drawn by the Holy 

Spirit back to Jerusalem w/ a gift for the church there. All the while he is hounded by 

Jewish antagonists & pagan enemies who want him & the Jesus-movement stopped 

& violence is their preferred method so his life is on the line all the time. Despite being 

warned that in Jerusalem he will experience great suffering, he goes back & sure 

enough is arrested & dragged from trial to trial where he witnesses only to Christ 

crucified/risen/ruling over all things in grace…the fulfilment of all God’s promises… 

hopes & expectations of God’s people. Sounds exciting? Let Paul describe it… 

Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me 39 lashes. Three times I was beaten with 
rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night & a 
day adrift at sea. I have travelled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers & 
robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as the Gentiles. I have 
faced danger in cities, deserts, & on the seas. I have faced danger from men who claim to 
be believers but are not. I have worked hard & long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have 
been hungry & thirsty & have often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without 
enough clothing to keep me warm. Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my 
concern for all the churches. Who is weak without my feeling that weakness? Who is led 

astray, & I do not burn with anger? – 2 Cor 11:24-28 You know what that is? “blood toil 
tears & sweat.” Absolutely… 

Now he’s in Rome under house arrest…but he has never backed down from his 
only sermon: I am on trial because of my hope in the fulfilment of God’s promise made to 
our ancestors… Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead. 

Acts 26:6, 8 AND he has never knuckled under to any restriction on his faith in Jesus: 
God has protected me right up to this present time so I can testify to everyone, from the 
least to the greatest. I teach nothing except what the prophets & Moses said would happen 
— that the Messiah would suffer be the first to rise from the dead, & in this way announce 

God’s light to Jews & Gentiles alike.” - Acts 26:22 He may not have wanted to set his life 
over against that of his nation in a Roman court…but he will not let his faith be 
bound by Jewish religious leadership or Roman power.          ONLY reason for living is… 



So he gathers the local Jewish leaders to hopefully get in front of the accusations 
against him & say simply: “I asked you to come here today so we could get acquainted & 
so I could explain to you that I am bound with this chain because I believe that the hope 

of Israel—the Messiah—has already come.” The message never changes. 

No human power. No human persuasion. No human rhetorical skill can match the 
power of the resurrection. Paul…you…me…we…the church only offers what we 
have received: A Saviour who lived died rose again & rules over all things in grace 
to remove the stain & burden of sin – to bring light into our varied overwhelming 
darknesses – to overthrow & destroy the power of the evil one – to welcome us into 
God’s family – to give our lives meaning purpose power peace joy at all times in all 
circumstances…to give us courage boldness assurance to never allow anyone to 
straightjacket our witness to or worship of Jesus Christ. The message never changes. 

I love their response…which on its face seems odd: They replied, “We have had no letters 
from Judea or reports against you from anyone who has come here. But we want to hear 
what you believe, for the only thing we know about this movement is that it is denounced 

everywhere.” They haven’t heard anything but they know it’s all bad… 

There is always an excuse for some to disbelieve. I’ve heard people say they reject 
the church because of the excesses of the Crusades 700-800 years ago. I’ve had 
folks look me in the eye & tell me that because of some priestly abuses they’ll never 
set foot in a church again. Or because some pastor wouldn’t acquiesce to their 
demands for some triviality at their wedding youth event or Grandpa Joe’s funeral… 
they want nothing to do w/ us. There is always an excuse for some to disbelieve but 
some will…Success is not on you, only the effort to share… Some were persuaded by 
the things he said, but others did not believe…“I want you to know that this salvation from 

God has also been offered to the Gentiles, & they will accept it.” There is always an 
excuse for some to disbelieve but some will…some will… 

For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who 
visited him, boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God & teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And no one tried to stop him. 

When the camera fades to black on Paul in the book of Acts, he is sitting in his 
lounge room pleading w/ the Jewish religious leaders to trust in Christ! But confident 
that even if they don’t others will…& he’s going to find them. In the final scene, we 
see Paul looking for the gospel to advance further & further into the world as the 
Spirit drives him to the next audience. When the camera fades to black on you, & 
you reach your final scene…what will it show? 

Acc to church historians…Paul lives for about 4 more years from this point…maybe 
1½ of those free again b/4 he is re-arrested & executed under Emperor Nero’s rule.  

Luke finishes the book of Acts, not w/ a full stop but w/ an ellipsis…The story of the 
Church does not end w/ the death of a champion, it continues in the lives of those 
who bear the gospel today. The book of Acts continues now in you! It is your story, 
our story! It doesn’t end w/ the death of Paul or Peter (~ 6yrs) or John (~30yrs) because 
the Church today is still about the business they were, or we should be. Paul was 
simply about the business of Jesus. “…my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for 
finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good 
News about the wonderful grace of God.” – Acts 20:24   my life is worth nothing to me unless 

The message never changes. There is always an excuse for some to disbelieve but 
some will…Success is not on you, only the effort to share…It’s YOUR story…YOUR 
autobiography of life w/ Jesus that fills the chapters ahead…Written in the tears & 
struggles, joys & triumphs, wisdom & folly blood toil tears & sweat of YOU being 
grown into the likeness of Jesus…and shared as the Spirit compels you into the 
world w/ a calling & a purpose; to be an intentional invitation drawing others into the 
narrative of the God who loves the world enough to send his Son as a sacrifice so 
all might have life with Him forever. 

God's not finished with you yet! Christ has given you a story of grace to tell, & daily 
the Spirit gives you opportunities to share it! 

 

Take it home…  

How will the Spirit use you to write someone you know into the narrative of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ? 

30 secs… GO…I’ll pray for us to close… 

Lord Jesus, you told us the fields are ready to harvest & you call us to participate 
in that work. Fill us with the power of your Holy Spirit that your power may 
continue to flow through our lives, as we share the story of your grace & love in 
this world. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


