
WELCOME 27th June 2021 – 5 Pentecost ’21 B 
Acts 15:1-21 

Welcome! It’s great to be together. As has become our custom there are Group Study 
& Discussion resources for you to use over the course of the week. As God leads 
you into the fullness of His word/work in your life he will then introduce you to 
someone who needs to hear the good news from you. Also… somewhere here today 

you may feel a nudge - tap - tug. Don’t ignore it! That’s probably the Holy Spirit prompting 
you some way. Let’s talk about that after worship 

As we move into this week…Siri Google Cortana Alexa - your personal voice-activated 
assistant can update your appointments, give you a rundown on the news, answer burning 
questions or tell you a joke. Voice activated technology has come a long way since the old 
“clapper” device helped you find your keys or switch off a lamp.  

But from the beginning, God's kingdom has been voice activated. God spoke & the universe 
came to be. Jesus spoke & lives were healed & restored. The Spirit-filled apostles spoke 
the Word of God & saw thousands saved. Powerful, life-changing, culture-shaping things 
happen when the Church speaks & shares what God has done for & will do in this world. 

But it requires discernment to recognize & understand the implications of where or how God 
is at work right now in the world today. Too often we get stuck in a way of thinking or living 
& try to box God in & put obstacles in the way of others coming to know the inclusive grace 
of God that has conquered our hearts. 

The early disciples teach us just such discernment…We believe that we are all saved the 
same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus…so my judgment is that we should 
not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God…so that the rest of humanity 
might seek the LORD, including the Gentiles — all those I have called to be mine. 

Radical transformation that comes from Spirit-led discernment & Spirit-inspired speaking of 
God’s Word reminds us we are saved by grace, freed in Christ, & led to the people around 
us to offer to all what we have received. 

We’ll explore & experience that together.  Let’s pray…then we’ll get stuck into it. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

Transforming God, You have taken the world’s darkness & re-created a world filled 

with the joy of light & hope...You have turned defeat into sudden & complete victory, & 

re-created a world filled with joy & peace in your presence…You alone are God! 

Loving Father bring the good news of your grace & mercy to us all & through us to 

your world. Amen 

Let’s sing…Blessed Be Your Name 

 

FAITH CHAT: 

1. How do you make difficult or important decisions?   
If you said “pray,” for what do you pray?    

2. What are some ways Christians today make it difficult for others to turn to God? 

 

BLESSING/SENDING 

The Lord who conquered darkness with light, 

give you light. 

The Lord who conquered death with life, 

give you life. 

The Lord who conquered loneliness with love,  

fear with peace, & sadness with joy 

give you love, peace, and joy. Amen 

 

  



5 Pentecost – ’21 B – GETTING OUR ACTS TOGETHER: DISCERNING ACTS 

E.L. Doctorow was an American novelist…He died a few years back & I saw an 
interview from a writers’ festival where he spoke about the process of writing. He 
said: “Writing is like driving your car at night. You can only see as far as your 
headlights, but if you do just that, you can make the whole trip that way.” 

I’d argue that’s how every one of us lives…as far as our headlights. Our range of 
vision in life is limited. A bunch of stuff’s coming at us about which we have no idea. 
Who knew in Dec 2019 that nearly all of 2020 would be written off to a virus? ain’t done 

I shared w/ our friends @ Caloola Ct this week that every one of us closes our eyes 
to sleep at night not knowing if they’re going to open the next day. I had some dots 
cut out the other week & had no clue if the lab was going to say “good things” or 
“bad things.” They said good. 

We may have grown up hearing “don’t count your chickens b/4 they’re hatched,” but 
most of us are like kids in the car going across the Hay plains…“Are we there yet?’ 
We try to live ahead of our headlights…In fact that’s how Lk describes the disciples 
just after Easter Acts 1:6 So when the apostles were w/ Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, 
has the time come for you to free Israel & restore our kingdom?” 40 days w/ risen Jesus…that’s the “?”  

But what we see as we dig into the Acts of the risen Jesus in the lives of his followers 

by the power of the Spirit…what always shows up in the next reach of their headlights 
is the next frontier in mission…the next person/group that needs to be reached by 
the good news of the kingdom that is taking this world back for God through Christ’s 
death/rez. 3000 then every day then crowds & then all Jerusalem at least heard the 
gospel then it went out…Jerusalem Judea Samaria & the ends of the earth as Jesus said… 
an Ethiopian then an Italian/Cornelius…& so on… 

 But eventually…there was some internal blowback…dissension…Remember the 
1st followers of Jesus were mostly Jews…they had grown up immersed/steeped in 
the Law of Moses…613 laws, commands ordinances regulations…It was back of the hand 
familiar…instinctive…default setting. But as more & more never-been-Jewish folks 
came to faith in Christ there was some confusion…I have lived in WW 17 yrs & 
every now & then someone looks at me like I’m not speaking English. Y’all have 

that same issue w/ Charis? Cultural-religious misfires would happen & the idea was 
that these never-been-Jews would need to become Jews b/4 they became Xns… 
Access to Jesus was through Moses...And THE BIG ONE was circumcision…God-given 
sign distinguishing the people of God from the world. Never-been-Jewish males 
would need to experience that removal-of-flesh-from-the-male-parts to be seen as 
true members of the church…“Oh Look!...yes you are saved”  

There were Jewish Xns who were convinced/taught that to be a child of God at all 
you had to 1st be circumcised. Galatians…Which would seem to me that most of the 
early converts would have been women & the men let the ladies go get baptized 
while they stayed home w/ the kids…‘cos anything that involves man parts & a knife…? 

So they called together Paul & Barnabas & Peter & James & the others of the 
apostles & leaders…And they were looking for the headlights…They came together 
to discern where Jesus was taking them…how was Jesus was leading his church in 
this brand new circumstance…what were the crucial non-negotiables they had to 
hang onto so they could continue to be the people Jesus had called them to be… 
recognize & understand the implications of where or how God is at work right now in the 

world today. And at the end of their meeting & wrestling & listening to the Spirit of the 
risen Jesus…they & we know 3 undeniable truths that when the Church speaks & 
shares what God has done for & will do in this world lives are changed - the culture is 
shaped & hope & joy are multiplied & spread throughout the community… 

Let’s start at vs 7… At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood & addressed them 
as follows: “Brothers, you all know God chose me from among you some time ago to 
preach to the Gentiles so they could hear the Good News & believe. God knows people’s 
hearts, & he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he 
did to us. He made no distinction between us & them, for he cleansed their hearts through 
faith. So why are you now challenging God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke 
neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear? We believe we are all saved the same 
way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.” 

Peter, in the midst of all that he doesn’t know lifts up the one thing he knows for 
sure & is our starting point…God brings us to himself (saves us) by grace alone. 
Peter remembers that no sooner had the good news of Jesus crucified & risen for 
the forgiveness of sin & restoration to the Father left his lips than the Spirit took hold 
of Cornelius & his household & faith in the finished work of Christ for us brought 
salvation to them all…& that is what saved us! Not what we did, but what Jesus has 
done. His death. His rez. His gift of his Spirit to draw us to himself. That’s the 
defining mark of the follower of Christ…grace of Christ through Spirit-created faith. 

Then, (and this is HUGE), he admits publicly openly, & challenges them to deny it: the 
effort to obey the Law by trying their hardest was nothing but a burden & had always 
been a burden. There was never a way to be “good enough” for God… Nobody ever 
came to God by being good. Never. No Jew, no Gentile, no one ever came to him 
through their own “goodness.” The law was something no one could obey perfectly 
& it only points to my inability to do so. The effort has only been a crushing burden & 
an intolerable weight. The law…my good behaviour always leaves me asking, “How 



good is good enough? When have I done enough? What more can I accomplish to 
polish myself up get my act together enough?”  

God brings us to himself (saves us) by grace alone. The gang trying to mandate 
circumcision had made a singular error…God had already been saving Gentiles w/o 
asking anybody's permission & w/o cutting any body parts or any reference to the 
Law of Moses. That was crucial because it forced them to take note of the direction 
of God's activity. They saw God was already doing what they said couldn’t be done, 
so God must know. They began to see the headlights…to those they thought of not 
just as outsiders but as “less than.” 
And immediately there is an equally telling point…Salvation in Christ frees us to see 
those around us as the objects of God’s amazing eternal love Implicit in the 
command to be circumcised – to adhere to the Mosaic Law – to become a Jew b/4 
you can be a Xn is a mindset that says “I’m better than you.” I’ve already done all 
those things so I’m a better representative of Jesus than you. I’m ahead of you in 
the salvation queue. But what had Peter said? God made no distinction between us & 

them, for he cleansed their hearts through faith. The NT reverberates w/ the declaration 
that there is no “them” & no “us” just sinners in need of a Saviour whose name is 
Jesus & whose work for us is finished. We’re all lost except for the life of Jesus 
given in our place. Sin death & the devil have the upper hand & it’s around our 
throats…until Christ’s death/rez break their grip. Remember… Religion says, “Gotta 
Do!” Jesus says, “Done.” And what’s done for one is done for all. 

At the same time we are freed into the Spirit’s power to be made new…to be 
transformed from the inside out. Instead of having to justify/excuse/blame or whip 
ourselves into shape. We are recreated into something otherwise impossible: the 
image of Jesus… “And so my judgment is  we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 
who are turning to God. Instead, we should write & tell them to abstain from eating food 
offered to idols, from sexual immorality, from eating the meat of strangled animals, & from 
consuming blood. For these laws of Moses have been preached in Jewish synagogues in 
every city on every Sabbath for many generations.” 

Where that freedom leads us is to a level of obedience that isn’t a burden but joy. 
But wait…aren’t those more “laws?” And aren’t laws impossible? This is James, the 
younger brother of Jesus who for most of his life he did not believe his older brother 
was anything but deluded. The rez changed all that. He knows better than any except 

maybe Paul that being drawn to trust in Jesus the resurrected One changes everything 
about you & he knows those who formerly lived apart from Christ lived neck-deep in 
every form of idolatry immorality & indecency…but the Spirit would unmistakably 
begin leading them out from those very things…& creating an obedience to Christ 

impossible under the Law. Peter would later write: You have had enough in the past of 
the evil things godless people enjoy—their immorality & lust, their feasting & drunkenness & 
wild parties, & their terrible worship of idols. Of course, your former friends are surprised 
when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild & destructive things they do. So they 

slander you. – 1 Pt 4:3-4 We are freed into the Spirit’s power to be made new…to be 
transformed from the inside out…grace is pardon it is also power… 

Ultimately James discerns the headlights…he sees for them & us the track Jesus is 
leading where his people are to follow. It’s out there…to those who do not yet know 
the amazing saving grace & love of Jesus…who have not yet experienced the 
Father’s welcome home & deep embrace…who have no idea that there is One who 
took their place in death so they could have his place in life that never ends…who 
absorbed their rebellion against the Father so they could inherit his peace as a child 
of God… so that the rest of humanity might seek the LORD, including the Gentiles — all 
those I have called to be mine.  

God's kingdom has always been voice activated. God spoke & the universe came to 
be. Jesus spoke & lives were healed & restored. The Spirit-filled apostles spoke the 
Word of God & saw thousands saved. Powerful, life-changing, culture-shaping 
things happen when the Church speaks & shares what God has done for & will do 
in this world. But when the church is silent…when we refuse to speak when we are 
afraid to speak…“Every Christian’s life is marked by ‘windows of opportunity’ that demand they 

take a radical step of faith in order to follow Christ & fulfil His agenda for their life.”   chip ingram   

 

Take it home…   

To whom will you, this week, share that word of grace & that gift of freedom & offer 

what you have received in Christ? 

30 secs… GO…I’ll pray for us to close… 

Lord Jesus, the fields are ready for harvest, but the labourers are few. Open our 
hearts to see that we are standing in the middle of those fields & you have given 
us all we need for the harvest. Give us boldness to proclaim that your Kingdom 
has indeed, come near and that love and life are offered to all. We ask this in your 
precious name. Amen. 


