
Living Water Fellowship 
5th Sunday in Lent – 21st March 2021 

TODAY’S THEME: ADDITION BY SUBTRACTION: LESS AMBITION MORE SUBMISSION 

COME TO JESUS 
WELCOME:  

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

God our Father, for calling us into your presence where we worship without fear & delight in 
your presence. You alone know our needs. Satisfy them with your unchanging love. In your 
presence grant comfort in sorrow, guidance in perplexity, strength to meet temptation, grace 
to overcome the fascination of disobedience, & courage to face up to the hostility of this 
rebellious world. Above all, may we meet Jesus & live filled by his spirit. We pray in Jesus 
Name --- Amen. 

SONG:   How deep the Father’s love for us (AT 635) 

GROW IN HIS GRACE 
BIBLE READING:   Mark 10:35-45 

BRIEF DEVOTION ON THE TEXT 

COMPASSION VIDEO #1 – Angelyn’s Story 

BRIEF DEVOTION ON THE TEXT 

COMPASSION VIDEO #2  – Richmond’s Story 

PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, & the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

GO IN HIS POWER 
BLESSING:  (Name) † child of God, 

Jesus grows in you his servant heart. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

SONG:   Brother let me be your servant (AT 191) 

SHOW HIS LOVE  



MARK 10:35-45 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they 
said, “we want you to do us a favour.” 36 “What is your request?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honour 
next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” 

38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from 
the bitter cup of suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism 
of suffering I must be baptized with?” 39 “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” 

Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my 
baptism of suffering. 40 But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has 
prepared those places for the ones he has chosen.” 

41 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were 
indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world 
lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 43 But 
among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” 

. 

Group Bible Study/Discussion: 

1. Read Mark 10:35-45. What questions immediately come to mind? What do you hear 

from God as you read it a few times silently reflecting on the scene? 

2. Why do you think the brothers made this request? Why were the others indignant 

when they heard about this “favour?” Glance over Mk 10:28-34. What part(s) of Jesus’ 

previous teaching could have prompted James & John to make their requests? What 

view of the kingdom of God do they have? What view does Jesus have? 

3. Jesus has explicitly pointed to his death & resurrection in Mk 8:31-32 & 9:30-32. He 

mentioned it obliquely in Mk 9:9-10. This is now the 4th time the cross is part of their 

conversation. Why is Jesus so intent on keeping his death & resurrection in their 

sights? What is its significance at this point in his ministry? 

4. What did Jesus mean by referencing his ‘cup’ & his ‘baptism’? What did Jesus mean 

we he assured both disciples they would “drink” & “be baptized” as he would be? How 

are serving & suffering linked throughout the Bible? How are they linked in Jesus & 

through him to us as his church? What does that mean for you? 

5. What do you think Jesus meant when he left the assignment of seats of honour in his 

kingdom to the Father? What does that mean to you? Note also Jesus’ firm refusal to 

assign the time or date of his return but also left that to the Father (Acts 1:7). How is 

this on-going submission to the Father a sign of our place as children of God? 

6. How does Jesus’ teaching here challenge your perceptions of greatness? What 

personal changes can you ask the Holy Spirit to make in you so you become more of 

a servant? 

7. How does the self-denial of Jesus & his submission to the Father’s will, by which you 

are redeemed, encourage you to similarly forego your ‘rights’ for the sake of the well-

being of the ‘others’ in your life…i.e...your spouse? your children? your parents? your 

friends? your work colleagues? your employer? your neighbour? your enemies? 

8. Martin Luther King Jr. once wrote, “Life’s most urgent question is this: ‘What are 

you doing for others?’” How would you answer Dr King’s question? How can we 

pray for you in that regard? 


