
WELCOME 28th February 2021 – 2nd Sunday in Lent ’21 B 
Mark 6:30-44 

Welcome! It’s great to be together again. Delighted you are here. 

As has become our custom there are Group Study & Discussion resources in your hands. 

The goal is for worship to be an all-week experience as God leads you into the 

fullness of His word & his work in your lives & then introduces you to someone this 

week who needs to hear the good news from you. We are still doing those things we 

need to maintain a level of safety:  Hand sanitizer. Masks. Sign in. No morning tea just yet. 

Offering. Communion. 

As we move into this week: “Life is what happens to us while we are making other plans.” 

Alan Saunders (1st person to say that not John Lennon) was a cartoonist not a philosopher 

But he’s right. Many days are characterized more by interruption than by intention… 

when our plans are trampled in the dust as life comes at us faster than we can 

prepare for it…when our plans mean nothing because “life” is going on instead. 

How do you react when your plans are interrupted? How do you respond when 

someone asks for something that is more than you think you can give? When “life” 

happens…what’s your first thought, word, reaction? 

Deliberate discipleship is asking Jesus to deepen our trust & dependence on him 

however life unfolds. It is asking Jesus to use us as he pleases for the purposes of 

his kingdom at whatever cost. It is asking Jesus to empty us of our plans & our 

intentions to serve the immediate needs of those right before us. 

As Jesus works in us we discover God meets our needs in most unexpected ways & 

less self more sacrifice means there’s always an abundance for all. 

We’ll explore & experience that together. Let’s pray…then we’ll get stuck into it. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

God of healing & wholeness, we come with thanksgiving for all the signs of your goodness 
& mercy. Lives bruised with tragedy find consolation when touched by your gracious Spirit 
Lives scarred with suffering & rejection have hope renewed through the power of the living 
Christ. We praise & adore you for hearts & lives transformed by your wisdom & grace, & 
we pray that our lives will reflect your kindness. Arouse in us a love like yours so that we 
reach out to this wounded & troubled world with the compassion of Christ, proclaiming the 
gospel to friends & strangers alike. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Let’s sing & then we’ll hear God’s Word… 

 

FAITH CHAT: 

1. Finish the sentence: “When I am interrupted, I _________.” circumstantial – 
situational…but as a general rule 

2. If Jesus told you to “sit down” while he miraculously met your most immediate 
need; what would he do for you? 

 
  



2 Lent – ’21 B – ADDITION BY SUBTRACTION: LESS SELF – MORE SACRIFICE  

Life is what happens to us while we are making other plans I wonder what the disciples 

had planned…We started today in the middle of a narrative. The apostles returned to 

Jesus from their ministry tour & told him all they had done & taught. Returned? From 

where? What had they “done & taught”? We have to back up… (6:6-13) Then Jesus went from 

village to village, teaching the people. He called his twelve disciples together & began 

sending them out two by two, giving them authority to cast out evil spirits. He told them to 

take nothing for their journey except a walking stick — no food, no traveller's bag, & no money. 

He allowed them to wear sandals but not to take a change of clothes…So the disciples 

went out, telling everyone they met to repent & turn to God. They cast out many demons & 

healed many sick people… JtB is beheaded…Then they returned & told Jesus… 

What did they think would happen next? In the flow of Mark’s gospel, Jesus has 

walked away from his hometown because the folks there don’t believe in him & his 

ministry there is mostly fruitless. Then he goes from village to village where the 

impact is notable & the 12 are sent out to do the same thing w/ good result. In their 

minds…what’s next? We don’t know, but we do know what Jesus is planning. 

Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place & rest awhile.” He said this 

because there were so many people coming & going that Jesus & his apostles didn’t even 

have time to eat. It seems obvious; Jesus is trying to get some R & R for the 12 

who’ve had a fruitful time in ministry. But his plan is interrupted by the crowd But 

many people recognized them & saw them leaving, & people from many (all the) towns ran 

ahead along the shore & got there ahead of them. This is NO SMALL GATHERING: many people 

many/all towns…massive wave of people flood the shore to meet them as they arrive. 

Maybe you can hear the 12 sigh as they see the mob waiting. This will be no respite… 

just more ministry. You wonder if the disciples think about heading back out to sea… 
But Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, & he had compassion on them 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them…Jesus 

sees/knows something the disciples don’t, or have forgotten…As Moses led God’s 

people through the wilderness for 40 yrs, Moses knew his day at the head of the 

flock would end. He knew he would not mediate God’s presence, power, love & 

word to God’s people forever. He’s been shown he won’t go into the Promised Land 

So Moses asks the Father: “O Lord, you are the God who gives breath to all creatures. 

Please appoint someone as leader for this community. Give them someone who will guide 

them wherever they go & will lead them into battle, so the community of the Lord will not be 

like sheep without a shepherd.” – Num 27:16-17  

Jesus looks at this surging crowd & he knows… the longing & hungering of souls 

that have been left w/o nurture. He knows you don’t outrun a boat for kicks. You run 

because your soul is crying out & that guy in that boat & his friends have been 

healing & tending those places in others…You outrun a boat because the spiritual 

leaders who were supposed to tend your relationship w/ the Father were corrupt. 

They sought exalted roles & status for themselves but wouldn’t lift a finger for a 

broken heart among the rabble. They claimed sole proprietorship of God’s word & 

presence, power & Jesus sees no one has proclaimed good news to these people… 

good news like Moses did: Numbers 14:17-20 No one has plead to God for His 

people. No one has protected them from their enemies or themselves. No one has 

offered comfort or support or spoken a word of spiritual encouragement. 

God’s power is his love! God’s power is his forgiveness! God’s power is his 

restoring grace! Sheep w/o shepherds have no idea of the goodness mercy & love that 

it is the Father’s joy to pour out. Jesus looks at this clamouring mob & he sees what 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer saw looking at the early 20th century western world: “We have 

questions but no answers, distress but no relief, anguish of conscience but no deliverance, 

tears but no consolation, sin but no forgiveness.” Sheep w/o shepherds…21st cent no difnt  

We have more stuff/access to more stuff than any generation since humans were 

created & we are no better off in many ways than the rabble dampening their sandals 

at the seashore waiting for Jesus & the boys to get out of the boat. There is all 

around us terrible loneliness - yawing emptiness - enormous pain & people do awful 

things to themselves trying to find something to stop the bleeding of their souls. 18th 

Century American revival preacher Jonathon Edwards once wrote: The enjoyment of 

God is the only happiness with which our souls can be satisfied…(All else) are shadows, 

enjoyment of God is the substance. …(All else) are scattered beams, God is the sun. These are 

streams, God is the fountain. These are drops, God is the ocean. Jesus steps out of the boat & 

that ocean washes onto the shore & over the struggling stumbling wandering wounded. 
Their mad dash was not in vain. Being here is not an empty pursuit. Standing open-hearted 

in Christ’s presence will ALWAYS find you satisfied… 

Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, & he had compassion on them 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them…. 

Teaching them…that God’s Kingdom is at hand…God is setting all things right 

through mercy not force…forgiveness not wrath…love not judgement…That they 

are cherished not forgotten. “if Jesus were to meet your most immediate need?” & 

not one of us said “Buy me lunch.” We ALL know needs deeper than our bellies. We 

ALL have wounds & worries no free buffet can solve. Healing no MD can touch.  



The best we can offer to this world is the promise that in Jesus Christ God rescues 

& redeems all things…draws into one perfect union all things…restores all the 

broken & messed up pieces & parts of our lives…establishes his presence w/in us - 

his protection over us - his provision for us & his power working through us. The 

church has no definitive word to offer on anything else except what Christ has 

proven true by his Word…life death & rez…Then there’s this… 

Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him & said, “This is a remote place, & it’s already 

getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms & villages to buy 

something to eat.” But Jesus said, “You feed them.” Does that strike you as odd? 

The same disciples who take nothing for their journey except a walking stick — no food, no 

traveller's bag, & no money…no change of clothes but who by Jesus’ authority given to 

them cast out many demons & healed many sick people…who returned to Jesus from their 

ministry tour & told him all THEY had done & taught…suddenly can’t figure out what to do 

about a hungry multitude except send them away or come up w/ about a year’s pay.  

I wonder…if in telling Jesus all THEY had done…they forgot that it was HIS power HIS 

authority & HIS kingdom that had accomplished the healings & exorcisms…I wonder 

if in returning to Jesus they were planning for the next act of greatness he would 

send them to accomplish…I wonder if they were finally worn down/exhausted by the 

crowd & while Jesus was still hard at work they were looking for an evening off…I 

wonder if full of themselves Jesus needed to empty them again like he had earlier… 

“How much bread do you have?” Jesus asked. “Go & find out.” They came back & reported, 

“We have five loaves of bread & two fish.” I wonder how they delivered that 

message…Of course that’s not enough for 5K+ diners. But Jesus has the multitude 

sit down & taking that which is insufficient he looks to the Father & once again 

hands to the disciples his provision: Jesus took the five loaves & two fish, looked up 

toward heaven, & blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving the 

bread to the disciples so they could distribute it to the people.  

I think I noted this a few weeks back…Jesus never calls the qualified…capable…or 

equipped. Jesus simply provides for the need in the moment & commands that we 

operate from his infinite capacity…that we trust his call & his power & his presence 

& his provision to accomplish his will for that need in that moment. If we only did that 

for which we feel qualified & capable & had adequate resources, what need is there 

of faith? There’s always a reason to say “no” to the intrusions & interruptions & “life” 

that invades our plans. There’s always a reason to hold back for ourselves that 

which Christ might use…  

But deliberate discipleship is asking Jesus to deepen our trust & dependence on 

him however life unfolds. It is asking Jesus to use us as he pleases for the purposes 

of his kingdom at whatever cost. It is asking Jesus to empty us of our plans & our 

intentions to serve the immediate needs of those right before us. 

They all ate as much as they wanted, & afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of 

leftover bread & fish. As Jesus works in us we discover God meets our needs in most 

unexpected ways & less self more sacrifice means there’s always an abundance for 

all. All we will ever be is bread servers…taking our incapacities & meagreness to 

Jesus where he blesses & multiplies & returns to us a feast to be shared. We have 

nothing to offer people other than what Jesus has given us to give to them. 

“You feed them.” The best we can offer to this world is the promise that in Jesus 

Christ God rescues & redeems all things…draws into one perfect union all things… 

restores all the broken & messed up pieces & parts of our lives…establishes his 

presence w/in us - his protection over us - his provision for us & his power working 

through us. The best we can offer to this world is the promise that in Jesus Christ 

God has embraced you in his love & promises to feed you at the deepest hungering 

of your soul…that his body broken & blood spilled is food that satisfies forever. 

Let’s pray… 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


