
WELCOME 30th August 2020 – 13 Pentecost ’20 A 
Deuteronomy 11:8-21 & Joshua 24:1-15 

Welcome again this morning! I’m glad you’re here AND I pray you experience God’s 
grace in this brief time together. Please check our website for our weekly Zoom 
Bible Study catch-ups & other important information about our ministry. 

We’re continuing with our adapted worship…so as usual there are Group 

Study/Discussion resources available on our website & in your hands. If you’re on-

line I trust you’ll make your way through the songs we’ve linked to this morning. 

We’re also in the Guide Hall so you’re experiencing here what we’re experiencing 

there. Our aim is to equip you so your home becomes a place of the Spirit working 

leading you & those you’ve gathered in your homes into the fullness of God’s word 

& his work in your lives & then out into the city to share what God has done for 

you.  

Remember all the great things we need to do to keep each other as safe as we can 

in this unending season of “the virus.” Sign in. Distance. Hand sanitizer. Sing? 

Masks available. We’ll clean everything afterwards so…thank you but just leave it 

there…We’re especially excited for Tanner Clark & his family here today as he is 

baptized into Christ! 

 As we move into this week…  It’s been rightly noted that the 

narrative of the Bible begins & ends with weddings. In between those two marriage 

celebrations the human family experiences every imaginable happiness & 

heartbreak, delight & despair, triumph & tragedy.  

Family…designed as a fountain of grace is too often an eddy of hurt & 
disconnection.  

Marriage…built to be a source of blessing in this & every generation is too 
frequently knocked off its foundations.  

In the uncertainties & insecurities of every age how do we live together with a sense 
of purpose & hope? In the wildly blowing winds of society’s distresses, how do we 
build resilient & persistent joy into our households? In our post-modern world, where 
all things seem up-for-grabs, how do we create families that last, faith that endures, 
& love that triumphs over all things? For the long haul…in the face of whatever else 
might come against you & those you love what’s the one sure thing for our hearts to 
cling to… 

“…love the Lord your God & serve him with all your heart & soul…fear the Lord & 
serve him wholeheartedly…” 

The answer from generation to generation is that life in Christ heals hurts, brings 
hope, provides purpose, & ensures endurance that nothing in the world can destroy. 
There is joy & promise in God’s plan for your family. 

We’ll explore & experience that together… Let’s pray…then we’ll get stuck into it. 
(use the PoD slide from last week as edited) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

God of our salvation Pour out your Spirit upon us as we gather, so your grace might 

strengthen us -- so your peace might calm our troubled souls -- so your hope might mend 

our broken hearts. You poured out your life that we might be filled with the gift of salvation. 

You humbled yourself that we might be raised to eternal life. Take hold of our hands, so 

that we might sing your praises with all creation & tell the world of your great love. In 

Jesus’ name…Amen. 

Let’s hear God’s Word then we’ll sing… 

FAITH CHAT: 

1. With what do you think families today struggle most?  Why 

that? 

2. If you could nurture a child’s “ambition” toward something…what would 

be your goal? 

3. What would you say is your family “motto”?    Vision? 

We stand for “this”? 

BIBLES 

  



13 Pentecost ’20 A - NEW TERRAIN: THRIVING IN LIFE’S CHANGES – THRIVING WHEN 

FAMILIES CHANGE 

“If you aim at nothing you’re sure to hit it.” Business leaders. Sports coaches. 

Teachers. Counsellors. Careers advisors. Pastors. Parents. We’ve all GIVEN or BEEN 

GIVEN that advice at some point. To live, work, play, strive w/o some purpose, goal, 

or target…means you’ll get precisely the nothing you aim at. That’s especially true 

at a time like this when SO much is SO uncertain & SO unsettled. The pace/rate of 

change/unpredictability in my lifetime is phenomenal & the last 6 months…a very 

different living experience than even what Tanner was born into just 1 year ago 

In the uncertainties & insecurities of every age how do we live together as family w/ 

a sense of purpose & hope? In the wildly blowing winds of society’s distresses, how 

do we build resilient & persistent joy into our households? In our post-modern world, 

where all things seem up-for-grabs, how do we create families that last, faith that 

endures, & love that triumphs over all things? For the long haul…in the face of 

whatever else might come against you & those you love what is the one sure thing 

for our hearts to cling to…What’s our “aim”…goal/target toward which we orient 

ourselves our kids & generations to come? 

What we just heard from the Bible…Moses & Joshua speak directly to that. Quick 

context…both men are speaking at the end of their lives. What we have in Dt & in 

Josh 24 are in effect the “last will/testament” of 2 great leaders of God’s people in 

the OT. Moses summoned by God to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt through 

the wilderness toward the freedom of the land God promised them. Joshua who 

took over from Moses to lead the conquest & settlement of their promised 

homeland. But at the end of their lives both say remarkably the same things… 

Both start w/ remembering. They tell the account of God at work in the life of his 

people generation to generation. The very heart of that remembering is GRACE…The 

foundation/bedrock of our lives & of our children & children’s children’s children is 

GRACE-BUILT. Look at the opening vss of Josh 24. He says remember your ancestors 

(people they’ve never met) lived distant from God, had no living relationship w/ God…in 

fact served other gods. But God…in unimaginable love reached into their lives, 

claimed them as his own, made them his family here on earth & rescued them from 

bitter slavery/death at the hands of their Egyptian slave masters. Joshua says, 

“Remember you have not earned this great love. You don’t deserve this incredible 

gift of freedom. You aren’t worthy of the saving grace you’ve experienced but God 

GAVE it to you because he wanted you close to his heart.” Dt 7:7ff Moses says, “The 

Lord did not set his heart on you & choose you because you were more numerous than 

other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather, it was simply that the Lord 

loves you, & was keeping the oath he swore to your ancestors. That is why the Lord 

rescued you with such a strong hand from your slavery & from the oppressive hand of 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt.” The very heart of our lives & those of our children & 

children’s children’s children is grace-built. GP today – “It was not your swords or bows 

that brought you victory. I gave you land you had not worked on, & I gave you towns you 

did not build—the towns where you are now living. I gave you vineyards & olive groves for 

food, though you did not plant them. ” Always remember: You’re standing in the middle of 

grace  

We are the recipients of God’s undeserved love. That’s where our life begins. In the 
uncertainties & insecurities of every age how do we live together as family w/ a 
sense of purpose & hope? By remembering that the Father is not content to leave 
us swamped by the insecurities & agonies of this life. “God, with undeserved kindness, 

declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 
penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right 
with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.” Rom 3:24-25  
That’s one of the most gripping verses in the Bible. God is not content to allow our mess 
to determine our destiny. God is not willing to allow our sin/brokenness to direct our 
future. So he sends Jesus to pay the cost we can’t so that we might belong to him 
as the Spirit draws us to trust his saving death/rez for us…so we might live WITH him 
& FOR him forever. Tanner that is what you receive as a gift today…You are 
baptized into that promise won for us by Jesus Christ…We are 1st foremost GRACE-BUILT 

We have to remember…death was our only destiny until Jesus took our sin, 

disobedience, brokenness, shame & guilt to the cross, bore it to death, was buried 
w/ it in his tomb but wiped it all away when he stepped out of the grave. Remember:  

That life is now yours as a gift. That freedom from brokenness is yours as a gift. 

That eternal destiny is assuredly yours as a gift. God calls us again & again to see 

even the very fabric of our existence as his gift to us – to see ourselves as the 

recipients of undeserved love & blessing w/o measure. The very heart of our lives & 

those of our children & children’s children’s children is grace-built. We are 1st foremost 

GRACE-BUILT   

But for Moses & Joshua & you & me…that’s just the beginning…Even w/ all that 

remembering…Everything they say at the end of their lives is FUTURE-FOCUSED. Both 

M & J & us if we’re honest know we can’t forever live in the past. We can’t survive on 

former glories…they surely fade. We can’t live by yesterday’s calamities…that’s an 

unescapable prison. If the past is all we hold onto…we are forever doomed to the 



depression & despair of what we can no longer fix or forget. At the same time…if all 

we live for is the present/right now…what I can see with my eyes or grasp w/ my 

hands or gain by my own effort…then all we ever have is that & that only for a very 

short time. Living for now ends when I reach my end & then what? 

But GRACE-BUILT & FUTURE-FOCUSED living orients us toward “…love the Lord your 
God & serve him with all your heart & soul…fear the Lord & serve him 
wholeheartedly…” We know…You always live out what you value. You always live 
out your deepest desires. If in fact your greatest value & your highest treasure & 
your deepest desire is to know the God who has claimed you in his eternal love & to 
experience the love & presence & power of Jesus Christ whom he sent for you… 
then you will under his leading & in his strength live that relationship & live that love 
& share that grace that you have received. In the wildly blowing winds of society’s 
distresses…In our post-modern world, where all things seem up-for-grabs, is 
resilient & persistent joy possible…are families that last, faith that endures, & love 
that triumphs over all things truly for us?  In GRACE-BUILT & FUTURE-FOCUSED living 
absolutely! 

Jesus warned us not to be surprised when our world tries to tear itself apart & 

leaves us shaking in our boots…When nation rises against nation, kingdom against 

kingdom, Jesus promised that the end is not yet more violence. The Father is a God 

of enduring redeeming love. Christ is risen & the light of his life shines & the 

darkness cannot smother it. When there‘s tragedy/upset/plagues…the end is not 

chaos & fear. God the Creator of heaven & earth has not forsaken us. Jesus has 

overcome this world & given us his Spirit so that the One living in us is greater than 

the one living in the world  When you get the short end of the stick…again…the end 

is not injustice/victimhood. The risen Jesus writes the world’s final chapter as one of 

justice restored & righteousness above all else & God’s glory over all things like 

water covers the seas. When you’re exhausted & feel like you’re all alone the end is 

not alienation or abandonment. The crucified Christ will reconcile all things seen an 

unseen, & the glorious finale is much nearer than when you first believed. When we 

foster/live/share that sort of hope in God’s greater saving plan & purpose in Jesus 

we remember God’s promise…“I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on 

those who love me & obey my commands.” – Dt 5:10 

For the long haul…in the face of whatever else might come against you & those you 

love that’s the one sure thing for our hearts to cling to…Hope is living intentionally, 

creatively, lovingly, self-sacrificially in spite of all the barriers we encounter or the 

darkest clouds that loom on the horizon.  In this world increasingly driven by distrust 

& fear, hope is being committed to the fundamental truth that God will have the last 

word about me/you/the world & that word is a word of grace & abundance & joy & 

love & life…The answer from generation to generation is that life in Christ heals 

hurts, brings hope, provides purpose, & ensures endurance that nothing in the world 

can destroy. There is joy & promise in God’s plan for your family. 

When we foster/live/share that sort of hope in God’s greater saving plan & purpose 
in Jesus we touch & bless the next generation with the power of the resurrection 
which destroy death/evil & breathes life and grace & love & joy to the full… 

Let’s pray with that in mind: Father take hold of our hearts today. Let your grace be 

our firm foundation and your future the destiny on which we set our hope. Turn our 

hearts away from the difficulties and fears of this season and toward your Son risen 

and ruling in love. Fill us with your presence and your strength, and give us courage 

to face each day declaring, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” We 

pray through Jesus Christ... Amen 

 

 


