
WELCOME 8 March 2020 – 2 Lent ‘20 A 
DEEP CYCLE: DEEP WISDOM 

John 3:1-17 & Psalm 32:1-5 

Good morning & Welcome to Living Water Fellowship! Special welcome to our visitors & guests…It is wonderful you’re 
here! Please stay for morning tea after worship so we get to know each other better.  

R.P.L.  Recognition of Prior Learning…In our world of re-training, upskilling & career transitions, that’s how we claim 
credit for relevant skills, knowledge, experience or wisdom we already possess. We lay claim to our accumulations as a 
way of shortcutting the process towards a new qualification or new job. 

Many try to claim an RPL with regard to their spiritual life: worship attendance, religious behaviour, charitable works, 
goodness or previous/special god-experience as giving them some credit points.  

But Jesus rejects any application of RPL. He says it like this: “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without 

being born of water & the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don’t be 
surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’”   

Born again – anew – from above…You have to start over, die to all you’ve ever been & rise in His life; filled with His Deep 
Wisdom that comes as the Spirit leads you in the way/life of Jesus & recreates you in his likeness. It's life that engages 
our passions, sparks our imaginations & satisfies our deepest yearnings with his abundance. 

We’ll explore & experience that together today as again Jesus comes in the power of his Spirit to plant his love within us 
to live out his power/wisdom through all we are & do. 

Let’s pray & then we’ll get stuck into it!  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father…again today move in the thunderous power of your Spirit to reclaim & recreate us. Let nothing stand between us 
& obedience to your will. Remove every obstacle & excuse so that all that remains of us is your new creation & the joy of heaven 
as our lives reflect your glory your presence & your life-saving love…Through Jesus Christ…Amen. 

 

  



2 Lent ‘20 A - DEEP CYCLE: DEEP WISDOM 
John 3:1-17 & Psalm 32:1-5 

FAITH CHAT:  

1. Share one place you experienced God’s presence this week. 

2. Share a time when you had to change your mind about someone/thing?   Why? How did it feel? 

3. What’s the difference between “knowledge” & “wisdom”?  

American writer/humourist Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) is reported to have said, “Never let schooling get in the way 
of your education.” What do you think he meant? We made a few distinctions b/t knowledge/wisdom…I think he aims at 
something similar in an odd sort of way. US President Ronald Reagan once said of his critics, “It’s not what they don’t 
know that’s the problem. It’s all the things they know that just aren’t so.” What do you think he meant? We talked about 
changing our minds…usually because we know something that isn’t so…& have to adapt our thinking.  

We just heard the account of Jesus & Nicodemus…for Nic both of those are absolutely true. schooling is interfering 
with his education & he knows a ton & a bunch of it just ain’t so There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious 

leader who was a Pharisee. Some trans add: “a member of the Jewish ruling council.” What that means is Nic is the board of 
deacons, elders, church council & Ladies’ Fellowship all in one tidy package.  He’s the consummate insider. The 
insider’s insider. He not only has a complete set of keys to the temple, he has a key to stuff nobody else knows is 
locked. He knows all the religious institutional rules…all the proper ways to do religious stuff. He knows the Jewish 
religious way of life inside & out.  

Nic is highly heavily schooled in religion. He has the doctrine the dogma & the mass volumes of Jewish opinion about 
doctrine/dogma tightly woven into his ready-recall memory. He dreams Jewish religious dreams. He thinks Jewish 
religious thoughts. But Jesus doesn’t want all that schooling to get in the way of his education. Nic knows a ton of 
stuff…Jesus wants to plant wisdom deep his heart.  

Look how he talks to Jesus… “Rabbi, “we all know God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence God is 

with you.” Those words: We know…you teach.   In his mind, Nic has Jesus pegged…He just “knows” Jesus is a teacher 
who can do miracles…He’s an example – a moral model – ethics coach – inspirational guide… You likely know 
someone who looks at Jesus & maybe Christianity that same way… As an example/model/guide/ethics/morals are great 
& that’s as far as it goes. Everything else the church made up. If the church would just do “Jesus-Style-Ethics” as the 
world thinks they know J-S-E then we’d be ok. 

Nic just claimed his first RPL. we know/you teach. Everything I know about God looks like you. Everything I already know 

about religion…nice moral good peaceful.    Nic approaches Jesus not so much with a question (Jesus doesn’t let him get 

that far) but with a statement of prior knowledge…based on his understanding of how Jesus taught & acted in accord with 
what Nic already knew about God. But remember there are no RPL’s with Jesus. “I tell you the truth, unless you are born 

again you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” Born again/anew/from above…You have to start over, die to all you’ve ever been 
& rise in His life. You have to give up your claim on any goodness righteousness religiousness knowledge insider-
ness…sell all you have give $$ to the poor – deny yourself take up your cross & follow me - hate mom & dad & 
everyone else & follow me - become least like a little child – can’t claim any righteousness superior to someone else…I 
consider all that I had prior as filthy rags.  

Failing to get credit for his 1st RPL Nic aims for his 2nd…what he knows about babies. “What do you mean? How can an old 

man go back into his mother’s womb & be born again?” C’mon Jesus! Even kangaroo at some point kicks joey out of the pouch! 
Nic “knows” the human birth canal is a one way street & once you’re here there’s no going back there. But it’s there Nic 
like so many of us make a mistake. He asks for information…Jesus’ deep wisdom is transformation…Jesus offers 
Nicodemus an experience of new life embraced by the Father…life experienced only by the power of the Holy Spirit: “I 
assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water & the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, 
but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever 
it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are 
born of the Spirit.” 

You know how it is that if you have to explain a joke it probably wasn’t funny…Some things should not be explained or 
built on rational understanding. They can only be experienced. To explain sometimes diminishes or even eliminates the 
experience. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, & Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. – Jn 17:3 Nic 
like so many of us thinks that if he can just get more information then it will all fit together…but deep wisdom/birth from 
above is about being transformed by a relationship with the Father in which the Spirit draws you into life in him. It is fully 
& completely beyond understanding rationally.  

The deepest & most profound truths of our lives are not provable facts. They are, rather, relational, personal, & intimate. 
They offer experiences & meaning not explanations or information or comprehension. I ask about those places where 



you experience God’s presence in your week…I don’t expect many of those will be logical sense-ical rational. They’re 
places where the Holy Spirit swooped in & opened your eyes or your heart to something that to someone else might well 
have been pretty ordinary but when the Spirit blasted by you knew… 

A pastor friend was in town Wed…on his way to Pastor’s Conference in Albury. I was reminded about my 1st pastor’s 
conference…on worship…One of the speakers at the conference talked about worship being our sharing in this intimate 
relationship Jesus has with the Father by the work of the Spirit – that worship is one way we get to live out our standing 
as dearly loved children of God. One of the pastors raised his hand & said, “Wait a minute. All my life I’ve been taught 
worship was rules. Worship followed set rules & you kept the rules to get worship right. And now you want me to 

think about worship as intimacy?” I nearly cried… Is it any wonder Jesus once told his followers “Unless you change & 

become like children you’ll never enter the kingdom of heaven.”? Unless you’re prepared to give up your pursuit of 
information & release yourself to the Spirit’s whirlwind experience of transformation you’ll always be on the outside 
looking in. (Older brother – 1st vineyard workers) 

I really love the next part of this conversation. “How are these things possible?” Nic’s schooling has taken him as far as it 
can…He’s discovered that there’s stuff he knows that just ain’t so…There’s a dimension to the Father that he will never 
comprehend on his own that he will never glean from the law that he will never experience in religion but rather than 
being left behind or outside looking in Jesus takes hold of Nic & you & me & leads us straight to the Father’s heart. 

No one has ever gone to heaven & returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. And as Moses lifted up the bronze 
snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one & only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 

Jesus leads you/me/Nic to the deep wisdom/the transforming experience that I can only describe in broad strokes as His 

Origin – His Destiny – Our Destination. No one has ever gone to heaven & returned. But the Son of Man has come down from 

heaven… Jesus says “I come to you straight from the Father’s heart. I’m right here as the only perfect revelation of the Father 

you’re ever going to get…you won’t find me in your religious rules your religious regulations your religious behavior…although they 
give you hints about me. I’m here because the Father sent me here to you…for you…with you.” Origin: Father’s heart 

And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him will have eternal life... Jesus says, “I came to be crucified for the sin the rebellion the self-
centredness the self-godness that breaks the Father’s heart & set you apart from his plans for you his desires for your 
good. I came to rescue & recreate you & all things by my life, death & resurrection.” His Destiny: dying & rising & ruling over all 

things in love 

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one & only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him… Jesus 
reveals himself as an invitation into the heart of God for all who believe. Jesus comes as an invitation into intimate 
relationship with the Father. Jesus exposes God the Father’s heart-longing to draw a broken creation into his arms in 
love that is inexhaustible & eternal. Our destination: life with the Father forever. 

Nicodemus finally experiences Jesus: 
• not as a new doctrine to file away in a corner of his mind 
• not as a new dogma to discuss & debate 
• not as a new opinion to be weighed/studied/researched.  

Nicodemus finally experiences Jesus heart to heart – from the heart of God to the human heart as an invitation into a 
living intimate relationship with the Father. Notice that God does not ask the world if it wishes to be the recipient of His 
love. God just goes ahead & loves, & not only loves but gives the world His only beloved Son & gives that Son over to 
death so that all might have life. God's love -- surprising, all encompassing, unasked for & undeserved is given 
unconditionally. God loves you, whether you like it or not. In the face of that love, we either yield to God's love or fight it 
with all our might. No one remains neutral/ambivalent/untouched in the face of such extravagant grace 

Either way, God's judgment is revealed: God loves this world, even the God-hating world that crucified God’s only Son. 
God loves the world that chooses darkness instead of light. God loves the world that tries to snuff out light…that 
chooses to hide behind fig leaves/blame rather than admit its failure. God loves the world that tries over/over again to 
secure its own future to establish its own destiny to create its own comfort in spite of its repeated failures to do any such 
thing. God loves you…& there is no clearer evidence than Jesus who dies/rises/reigns over all things including you. 
Whether you like it or not. 

 



God in Jesus has made his decision...and it is for us. We can't change the fact that God loves us, that God in fact loves 
the whole world more than we can imagine. And here’s the kicker…The one who dies/rises/reigns for you clearly has a 
monumental claim on you & calls you to a life of monumental love. To delight in it as well as share it. He calls you todie 
to all you’ve ever been & rise in His life; filled with His Deep Wisdom that comes as the Spirit leads you in the way/life of 
Jesus & recreates you in his likeness. It's life that engages our passions, sparks our imaginations & satisfies our 
deepest yearnings with his abundance. 

Let us pray… Lord Jesus, change my mind, change my heart, change whatever in me prevents your Spirit from 
leading me deeper in trusting you, in offering more of me to your purposes here. Change my fears into 
boldness, change my worries into trust, change my sickness to health, change my lack into your abundance. 
Change my confusion to wisdom so that I might give to others what you have given me. I pray right now for… 
(silent prayer for those living distant from God’s grace) In your name we pray… Amen 

 

 


